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THE ENEMY WITHIN 


INCE maximum efficiency depends part maximum 
obedience, Communist potentates Satellite Europe 
continually purge their regimes recalcitrants. Their 
attacks against the internal enemies Socialist “construc- 
tion” eventually affect not only opposition groups, “rem- 
nants the bourgeoisie,” church leaders and “decadent in- 
tellectuals,” but also the very workers and farmers for 
whose benefit the State said exist. Labor unrest, neg- 
ligence and minor deviations from rigid economic programs 
are met with police terror, which imposes double penalty 
the people. Besides paying for infractions Party line, 
they must pay for mistakes economic planning. 

This fact particularly evident news from Hungary 
and Czechoslovakia, where numerous so-called kulaks and 
technicians have been tried for hindering all-out produc- 
tion. recent months, both regimes have placed great 
emphasis eliminating resistance, and the charge sabo- 
tage made against all offenders, whether their “crimes” 
bred out intention, ignorance, carelessness effort 
comply. 

Given little choice but that becoming victim, the 
citizen Iron Curtain country must realize only too 
clearly that despite the claims Party ideologists, the bene- 
fits Socialism accrue solely the Soviet Union and her 
local collaborators. 


Czechoslovak Minister National Security Karol Bacilek 
launched systematic attack against exiles, condemned in- 
ternal enemies, and announced the establishment new 
security organization combat resistance, particularly 
kulaks and saboteurs who have infiltrated factories. 
the opinion emigre circles, his address indicates that 
Czechoslovakia becoming more and more Soviet- 
ized police state, and that workers, who until now were 
treated leniently, will severely punished for any future 


Political Section 


The State Vigilance 


infractions Communist policy. This theory substan- 
tiated the recent trials reported below against technicians 
and union officials for alleged sabotage production. 


The Village Rich 


Speaking over Radio Prague August Bacilek named 
the “village rich” main source government opposi- 
tion and accused them not only damaging agriculture, 
but also murdering Party officials: 


“Many village rich still ravage our countryside. Often, 
they are bitter enemies the new order, capable any 
crime ruin Socialist construction. This represen- 
tative [the kulak] the defeated capitalist class realizes 
that losing his influence over the working 
peasantry, and his hatred for the regime, resorts 
criminal methods. ... tries damage collective prop- 
erty and indulges terrorist activities against Party 
functionaries and members the People’s Administra- 
tion. fails deliver his quotas, sabotages agricul- 
tural production and even resorts murder.” 


Saboteurs Factories 


Promising severe penalties for sabotage factories, 
Bacilek said that trained spies and diversionists had been 
sent from abroad for this purpose, and that increased vigi- 
lance and the elimination negligence were absolutely 


“Workers, foremen and planners must recognize who 
sibility has become major problem only few fac- 
tories, nobody can say where carelessness ends and 
sabotage begins. Responsible workers must investi- 
gate so-called ‘objective reasons’ for failures. 

not true that saboteur easily 
discovered. Frequently, simply helps create atmos- 
phere which due course leads sabotage. Sabo- 
tage can also perpetrated ignoring improvements 
tolerate negligence and therefore our security 
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organs will deal with those who work carelessly and 
create conditions for sabotage strictly they deal 
with genuine saboteurs and thieves State prop- 


Although kulaks and sabcteurs factories 
the main camp the enemy, Bacilek said that even Party 
members were among the traitors. “Very often the enemy 
our system tries cover himself with the Party book.” 
The Army and the National Security Forces were also at- 

cked for harboring spies, which shows, according one 
exile expert, that disintegration has already affected these 
two bulwarks the regime. 


New Police Organization 


order assist public security organs their “fight 
against the enemy,” Bacilek announced that new organi- 
zation “auxiliary guards” would formed. The meth- 
ods they will use are indicated Bacilek’s high praise 
the Soviet MVD model imitated the police 
its “protection workers.” The guards will super- 
vised District Commissioners who are thoroughly 
acquainted with conditions their respective areas: 


“They must get know the people their locality 
and must able distinguish friend from enemy. 
They must gain the support the working people 
and destroy the machinations enemies the Repub- 
lic. every area with State farms, tractor stations 
Uniform Agricultural Cooperatives, these guards are 
being organized units numbering from mem- 
bers. [These members may employees the tractor 
stations State farms.] Their task protect com- 
munal property, unmask saboteurs, assist the National 
Security Corps, and screen suspect persons who have 
‘recently come the community. these activities they 
will render effective help the district officers.” 


Bacilek also dealt length with the activities Czecho- 
slovak exiles, especially those working for Radio Free 
Europe. the beginning his speech, 


“Our enemies abroad, all those Zenkls, Ripkas, Let- 
trichs, Majers are serving their American protectors 
and waging so-called ideological war. their radio 
stations abroad, under the leadership American agents, 
they scream, curse and incite murder and sabotage. There 
lie slander they will not use against their own 
nation and its Communist Party. Our emigres write leaf- 
lets which are distributed balloons dropped Amer- 
ican planes. They send their agents over the frontiers 
and try damage the moral-political unity our 
nation. Under these circumstances, must not for 
moment neglect our armed might, our Army and our 
National and State Security units, which every honor- 
able citizen the Republic bound give full support 
under present conditions.” 


the conclusion his speech, Bacilek again attacked 
the Western radio. “The fact that foreign imperialists hate 
us,” said, “the fact that foreign broadcasts led Voice 
America and Radio Free Europe devote much time 


us, proves that are doing our work well.” 
emigre diplomat has pointed out, Bacilek would not have 
devoted the most important speech his career exile 
activities had they too not been effective. 


Ostrava Trials Technicians and Labor Officials 


Two large trials technicians, engineers and labor 
officials were staged Czechoslovakia during July. These 
trials were unusual, since previous this victims Com- 
munist prosecution were mainly kulaks, priests, Catholic 
intellectuals and members partisan groups. The present 
trials, similar the purges engineers and technicians 
the Soviet Union, are undoubtedly connected with current 
criticisms labor Party leaders. Prime Minister An- 
tonin Zapotocky, for example, voiced government dissatis- 
faction recent speech the Central Council Trade 
Unions. quoted Rude Pravo (Prague), July 19, 
said: 


“It impossible fight sabotage [perpetrated] 
bourgeois vermin when irresponsibility rampant 
our own ranks. Our own lack organization and 
sloth make possible for saboteurs continue their 
activities. our workers, and above all, our union 
officials, discharged their duties they ought, would 
not possible for saboteurs make any headway. 
example what union official should not was 
furnished the trial against the saboteurs 
Ostrava.” 


The trial took place the center the famous mining 
region between July and 12. This area, which the 
regime has called the “steel heart the Republic,” the 
weakest sector Communist economy. Poor technical 
equipment has contributed labor unrest and resulted 
number serious accidents. its coverage the trial, 
however, Rude Pravo, July 12, placed the blame for these 
catastrophes the defendants. The main victim, Vaclav 
Zalud, was charged with failing impose adequate safety 
measures the mines: 


“In his role head the Basin Mining Board 
Ostrava, [Zalud] carried out premeditated and subtle 
sabotage. One his main duties was supervise safety 
measures the mines. This duty discharged trans- 
gressing safety rules. held the execution 
important [safety] suggestions work councils and 
did not set time limits for abolishing reported 
shortcomings. Although knew that safety measures 
were inadequate, and that conditions parts the 
Doubrava mine were impossible, he, collaboration 
with the defendants Josef Heller and Kliment Pavlu, 
permitted coal mining resumed. Thus, Febru- 
ary 12, there was explosion coal dust the Dou- 
brava mine. Twenty-five miners were killed and millions 
crowns were lost. sabotaging his duties, Zalud 
created conditions for even more extensive sabotage. 
directly responsible for the conditions that led fire 
the Barbora mine December 17, 1951.” 


Zalud and another defendant, Herel, were sentenced 
death. Two others were sentenced life imprisonment 
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and the rest the group prison for periods ranging from 
years. political grounds, the trial was directed 
against “criminal Social Democratic activities,” indicating 
that the influence former members this Party may 
have increased result growing regime pressure 
workers. 


The Wrong Wage Policy 


The defendants the second trial, which took place 
the city Ostrava between July and 20, were employees 
the new Klement Gottwald foundries. All seven the 
accused were given prison terms ranging from months 
years. July 22, Rude Pravo reported that one 
the defendants had encouraged hasty, inefficient work 
system progressive awards. short, initiated “Social- 
ist competitions” which had unfortunate effect: 


“At the time the first blast furnace the new Klement 
Gottwald foundries was completed Kuncice, damage 
millions national property resulted from [the de- 
The director the foundry, Albert Kucera, his 
attempt achieve the lighting the blast furnace 
the set date, suggested that those who distinguished 
themselves abbreviating various tasks would 
rewarded, [Contrary his expectations,] this policy be- 
came some instances brake Socialist competition 
and damaged the State and work discipline the em- 
ployees, who were misled rapacious longing for easy 
income. The whole action was founded 
and irresponsible plan progressive rewards which was 
sharp contradiction the principles correct wage 
policy.” 


The staging both trials was similar that previous 


ones directed against other groups. Delegates from all min- 


ing districts, technicians, miners and the “best workers 
and bearers orders and distinctions” took part. Various 
resolutions were passed demanding severe punishment 
the defendants. Rude Pravo, July 11, made public the 
following resolution, without, however, making any com- 


ment the fact that pledge for even hastier pro- 
duction: 


show how despise and hate [the criminals] 
pledge that shifts 905, 907, and 908 will mine 10,000 
tons coal excess the Plan the end the year, 
and that they will fulfill their yearly tasks Klement 


Trials “Wealthy Peasants” 
June 25, new trial group “supporting the 


International Peasant Union and the Central European 
Federation” was held Czechoslovakia. The defendants 
were accused following instructions gang former 


“estate-owners” led Kepka and Chloupek, who were 
sentenced the State Court Prague about two months 
ago. (See June issue News BEHIND THE 


TAIN, 11.) The leader this conspiracy, Vaclav Tlusty, 


was sentenced death and the others went prison for 


Political 


periods ranging from years. According exiled 
Czechoslovak peasant leader, the trial was staged part 
the Party’s current drive for the collectivization agri- 
culture. Zemedelske Noviny (Prague), June 29, made 
public the following charges: 


“Upon orders from Dr. Cerny, [one the leaders 
the ‘Green Tlusty organized small groups 
fighters from among the ‘village rich’ who would be- 
come the core subversive groups case war. This 
group’s main task was sabotage the establishment 
the Socialist village, and engage political, military 
and economic sabotage. poor farming, Vaclav Tlusty 
tried become model for other saboteurs. [He at- 
tempted] damage planned economy and warn small 
holders and farmers against the introduction 


progressive methods agriculture and mass produc- 


the past month, other similar trials have taken place. 
They were connected with July radio statement 
Deputy General Prosecutor Rudolph Jurina the effect 
that the struggle against rich peasants was being intensified. 
Jurina said that exposing rich peasants and expelling them 
from economic and political positions was one the major 
tasks the law courts. Several days after his speech, 
July 22, Bratislava Radio announced that kulak Juraj Rela 
and accomplice had been sentenced six months 
jail. According the indictment, Rela had plotted against 
the Uniform Agricultural Cooperative and had persuaded 
his brother-in-law set fire haystack owned the 
Cooperative. 

earlier trial before the State Court Liberec, 
July 8-10, two defendants were accused helping CIC 
agent Josef Zeman escape “hostile foreign country” 
1948. Zeman was charged with being agent for the 
Green International. Zemedelske Noviny (Prague), July 
12, published the charges against the defendants follows: 

“[They] received messages and instructions from Josef 

Zeman which they publicized posting handbills. 

They also joined organized espionage and sent intelli- 

gence reports abroad. [They] sent hostile foreign 


state important reports economic, security and mili- 
tary matters.” 


“Kulaks Resort Base Schemes” 


The large-scale prosecution “kulaks” has become 
major feature the intense harvesting campaign Hun- 
ary. This action was intimated Minister Defense 
Mihaly Farkas and Marton Horvath, member the 
Party’s Political Committee, speeches made last June. 
(See August issue, BEHIND THE IRON 
TAIN.) means assuring successful agricultural 
policy, Communist law prescribes how and when farmers 
must harvest and even stipulates that soon grain falls 
from the threshing machine becomes State property. In- 
stances penalties imposed farmers who failed 
comply with regime laws appeared constantly the July 
and August press. The great number trials seems 
indicate that so-called kulaks are being used scapegoats 
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for failures caused either natural phenomena the 
government’s extreme pressure for plan fulfillment. 

July 13, Szabad Nep reported that one 
farmer had been sentenced months imprisonment, 
fined 3,000 forints* and had had his property confiscated: 


“While the industrious village people are enthusiasti- 
cally harvesting, the kulaks seek cause damage 
resorting base schemes. Jozsef Pandur, owner 
cadastral acres cadastral acre some larger than 
English acre}, after having cut his wheat grown along the 
road, reported that had completed harvesting. How- 
ever, the toiling peasants discovered that the fields 
farther away from the the crop had been left un- 
harvested and that the loss grain had exceeded 
percent. The kulak sabotaging harvesting was immedi- 
ately denounced.” 


the same day, two other defendants were tried for 
sabotaging harvesting: 


“Janos Lukacs, owner cadastral acres did not 
start harvesting time despite the repeated warnings 
the local council. Lukacs was sentenced months 
prison and penalized fine 1,500 forints and the 
confiscation 2,000 forints [property]. Likewise, Antal 
Beres, kulak from Gyoma who was sabotaging har- 
3,000 forints and the confiscation 5,000 forints.” 


Threshing Without Permission 


July 16, Szabad Nep recorded the following sentences 
imposed “kulaks” for threshing without permission, 
keeping grain from the State and failing complete har- 


vesting time: 


“Laszlo Kovacs, owner cadastral acres has 
been sentenced months prison and fine 3,000 
forints for taking home sheaves rye and feeding 
his animals. Janos Kardos was sentenced 
months imprisonment and fine 2,000 forints for 
threshing rye without permission. Erno 
kulak, was sentenced months prison, fine 
1,000 forints and the confiscation 2,000 forints the 
charge that had not completed harvesting 


Still another case was reported the June issue 
Szabad Nep, which stated that the defendant had purposely 


delayed harvesting until the crop was overripe: 


“Like many his companions, Gyula Szabo, owner 
mill and cadastral acres, trying every means 
cause losses the toiling peasantry. Last year 
wanted deliver the State grains infected with wee- 
vils, but was exposed the toiling peasants Godre. 
had answer for his crimes before the court. Since 
his release from prison, has been trying cause more 
damage. This year started harvesting too late, when 
the crop was overripe. was denounced and 
fined 3,000 forints, sentenced months prison 
and the partial confiscation his property.” 


forints are equal one dollar. 


“Cursed 


The story printed below, which was broadcast over Radio 
Budapest, August one example how the “kulak” 
used scapegoat for damages caused production 
competitions. Although mention was made the vic- 
tim’s punishment, possible assume that was sen- 
tenced long term prison: 


“Even before threshing started, Mrs. Andras Rac, 
Chairman the Council Boldog community, told the 
supervisor that she didn’t want Gaspar Csordas help 
them. Csordas kulak. However, the supervisor 
the machine pool pointed out that Csordas was expert 
[technician] and assigned him [to tractor work]. 


“On the afternoon that happened, the heat was op- 
pressive. There was shade anywhere. Csordas 
was working near the machine, crying, are compet- 
ing, must make supreme effort.’ did his best 
make himself seem indispensable. Although the 
previous day the supervisor had looked over the ma- 
chine and found good condition, the hood the 
engine suddenly fell off. should have been replaced 
immediately. Csordas, however, kept postponing this 
because said was too insignificant matter for 


“About three the afternoon, the air seemed stand 
still, but there were few farmers waiting have their 
crops threshed. Suddenly someone shouted: ‘Fire, 
Fire!’ Within few minutes the whole place was ablaze. 
Mrs. Rac [the chairman] was one the first arrive 
the scene. [She and some other people] tried save 
the tractor, but then was mass hot 
Mrs. Rac returned Csordas and said only two words: 

“No one paid much attention Csordas the ex- 
citement. But suddenly the people saw him throw his 
arms around the tractor. showed them his burned 
arms and hands. His defense did not hold water, how- 
ever, and was arrested. The damage caused the 
fire was close 65,000 forints. The moral the story, 
pointed out Mrs. Rac, is: ‘Beware 


THE ENEMY WITHOUT 


the eyes Communist leaders, attacks against the 
can never too plentiful, too monotonous too 
vicious. the plethora July and August denunciations, 
endless emphasis was placed plans start third 
world war—whether the area under discussion was the 
Middle East, the Balkans Western Europe. 
inimitable style and with equal not greater intensity than 
the past, Party propagandists also continued harp 
Anglo-American rivalry, world-wide hatred the US, 
atrocities Korea and the fiction democracy. From 
the small selection these articles printed below, 
that Communist vigilance constant, and that the enemy 
outside the Iron Curtain deemed worthy maximum 
attention. 
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Mortal Enemies Liberty and Happiness 


August commentary the Iranian situation, 
Radio Bucharest, referring Mossadegh’s nationalization 
oil said: The state present the hands the 
Iranian bourgeoisie [who wish] profit from the ex- 
pulsion the British imperialists exploit the riches 
the country for their own benefit, and keep the 
Iranian people the same state misery and backward- 
ness they were when the Anglo-Iranian Oil Company 
was the absolute ruler the country.” Claiming that the 
Americans are replacing the British Iran, the commen- 
tator continued: 


“The American imperialists’ efforts interfere the 
internal affairs Iran are provoking the Iranian people. 
July 29, Teheran Deputy Mahmud Nariman re- 
quested the expulsion all American civilian and mili- 
tary advisers. Another Deputy said: “The Americans 
should leave—not only the American missions, but every 
American every office.’ 


“The Iranian people know that both the British and 
the Americans are mortal enemies their liberty and 
happiness. The anti-imperialist fight the people, 
headed the working class and its Tudeh Party, 
part the general people’s fight for peace. The plans 
American and British imperialists make Iran 
base operations against the Soviet Union and use 
the country’s resources and citizens for the unleashing 
aggression are seriously endangered the fight Iran- 
ian patriots for liberty and peace. The Iranian people 
will win this fight because their cause just and because 
they enjoy the support the progressive forces 
peace throughout the world.” 


“The Tinkle Pounds” 


similar commentary the Middle East situation, the 
Romanian newspaper Scanteia (Bucharest), July 27, played 
alleged breach Anglo-American relations. Using 
Egypt “even better example this rift than Iran,” 
the editorial declared: 


“Despite the joint preparations American and Brit- 
ish imperialists against the Soviet Union and the 
Peoples’ Democracies, Anglo-American rivalry becom- 
ing more intense and American imperialists are taking 
over more positions formerly held the English. 


“The imperialists are trying impose upon Egypt 
government which will drag the country into the so- 
called Middle East Command—an adjunct NATO. 
Ali Maher Pasha Egypt well Ghavam-es- 
Saltaneh Iran are listening the sound American 
dollars rather than the tinkle devaluated pounds. 
Egypt’s inclusion the so-called Middle East Com- 
mand and the establishment military dictatorship 
are meant serve American policy the Middle East— 
the policy finding the best ground for aggression 
against the 


“In Iran, Washington’s plan failed because the im- 
perialists did not take into account the action the 
masses. Egypt, also, this action will manifest itself 


Political 


The Iranian people have put down their pro-American govern- 
ment. 


[In Polish, the word “szachy” means both chess and Shah.] 


From Szpilki (Warsaw), August 


with ever increasing force. For the Egyptian people are 
and will remain deeply hostile English imperialism 
well any form participation the war plans 
American imperialism.” 


Also echoing Cominform line, the Polish newspaper 
Express Wieczorny (Warsaw), July 31, interpreted Far- 
ouk’s abdication “another phase Anglo-American 
competition for control Egypt”: 


“Behind the scenes, the coup d’etat was backed 
American imperialists who wanted kill two birds with 
one stone: remove Farouk, known for his pro-British 
sympathies; and the same time put pro-American 
politicians the helm the country exploiting anti- 
Farouk feeling. With the help pro-American 
politicians, Washington will try induce Egypt join 
the so-called joint command the Middle East, which 
appendage the aggressive Atlantic Pact designed 

“The latest events Iran and Egypt reveal that 
the movements for national liberation are becoming 
stronger and are compelling the imperialists change 
their agents. short, these movements are successfully 
hindering the fulfillment imperialist plans.” 
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Deep Are the Roots 


Decrying the harmful results capitalist interference 
the Middle East, Slowo Powszchene (Warsaw), July 24, 
grimly announced: 


“The revolt against British domination Egypt and 
‘Tran started the decisive phase the struggle for free- 
dom and But seems that foreign inter- 
ference has struck deep roots the heart these 
nations, [particularly] their economic 
structures. Their ruling classes are [part of] the colonial 
system and their national economies are under the 
control the colonizers. Egypt cannot sell its cotton, 
nor Iran its oil without permission from the great capi- 
talist powers Lancashire the Anglo-Iranian Oil 
Company. These nations, shackled their rulers, over- 
whelmed with despair and misery, are again opening 
their doors the rule extreme reaction and the cor- 
rupt class wealthy 


Mockery Humanitarianism 


Propaganda attacks against the Korea also con- 
tinue launched with intensity. Blaming the for 
recent failures the truce talks Panmunjom, Radio 
Bucharest, August said that the renewed bombings 
Pyongyang and Yalu River power plants were another sign 
American efforts prevent peace. The Romanian com- 
mentator also discussed the prisoner war question: 


“Forced international public opinion accept the 
truce talks, the American imperialists have shown ill 
will throughout the negotiations. recent secret 
sessions, the Americans proved their bad faith return- 
ing their old and absurd demand that the [prisoner 
war problem] solved the basis so-called 
Panmunjom talks mockery the most basic pre- 
cepts humanitarianism, open violation the 1949 
Geneva convention, which stipulates that all prisoners 
war are released the end hostilities.” 


question and answer program devoted foreign 
affairs, Radio Budapest, July 17, discussed “reluctance 
conclude armistice Korea”: 


“One the reasons the Americans are trying delay 
the conclusion armistice that they not want 
deprive their own and Japanese manufacturers 
profits. They also fear peace Korea because they 
know will lead release world tension. This, 
turn, would force them stop least slow down 
the arms race. The delegates therefore sabotaged the 
talks Panmunjom the orders monopolists. 
The talks began after Soviet proposal, and result 
pressure exerted the peace-loving masses, including 
public opinion. The imperialists were forced sit 
down the conference table and pretend that they too 


wanted peace. They are still practicing this deception 
Panmunjom.” 


“We Are Different” 


The Czechoslovak newspaper Mlada Fronta (Prague), 
July printed account alleged interview between 


Chinese Communist pilot and captured American pilot. 
Intended illustrate American corruption, the interview 
read: 


said: ‘Your planes are terrible. The moment they spot 
us, they really can’t understand how you 
can daring. [We are different.] fight for 
dollars. That’s why try bomb your rear areas 
avoid the front lines.] never want meet you, 
because do, our return uncertain. you get 
lot money for shooting down one our planes? How 
much each you get?’ 

“We told the translator answer: ‘475 million and 
million.’ 

dollars,’ the pilot asked, greatly surprised. 

475 million Chinese and million Koreans, 
who are helping and for whom fight.’ 

“Such the morale American pilots. They fly for 
aggression, robbery and And we? Everyone 
knows that are fighting for peace and justice.” 


Making similar claims about the authenticity its re- 
ports, Rude Pravo (Prague), July 18, reprinted from Mos- 
cow’s Pravda letter supposedly written British soldiers 
explaining why they had surrendered the Communists 


Korea. The letter meant show British hatred for 
the Americans: 


“We five British soldiers, well many others, 
despise the so-called police action Korea. When 
saw with our own eyes how the American Air Force 
murdered Korean women and children, how destroyed 
their homes, were convinced that what the Americans 
are doing disgraceful. did not want take 
any further part this dirty war, which bringing 
shame our nation and the UN. That why sur- 
rendered.” 


One the means disseminating regime propaganda 
Czechoslovakia the daily radio program called “Guard- 
ing the Peace,” which delivers such poetic messages the 
one below, read August 10: 


“Comrade, whenever you imagine yourself shooting 
Make your target the cruel faces 
Mercenaries and Murderers 
Who want extend their crimes China, 
Who want humiliate Moscow and Prague. 
Smite them and drive them fleeing from Korea. 
They rob and murder; 
The blood cannot washed from their red hands. 
Angered, the people are their heels 
And they tremble, tortured fear. 
This morning, only single round fired 
Had found its target, 
Had pierced murderer’s heart, 
That would have helped 
Fighting Korea.” 


The Balkans: Base for Aggression” 


Heightened tension the Balkans, and the projected 
tri-partite agreement between Yugoslavia, Greece and Tur- 
key resulted other bitter attacks Satellite propagand- 


ists. General Ridgway was main target these denun- 
ciations. For instance, the Bulgarian newspaper Narodna 
Mladej (Sofia), July 22, wrote: 


“Ridgway has now arrived Athens. will meet 
the Monarcho-Fascist criminals order discuss with 
them the number divisions Greece will place the 
directly connected with the [projected tri-partite] treaty 
against peace the Balkans. Ridgway will inspect the 
Greek army order convince himself its war pre- 
paredness and military technique. The visits 
Ridgway Athens and later Ankara are aimed 
solving the problem the ‘defense’ the Mediter- 
ranean and Greece. Today Greece the only member 
NATO which has the greatest number men under 
arms proportion its population.” 


Still harping Ridgway’s visit Greece, Radio Sofia, 
August said vehemently: 


“Ridgway, the envoy the American monopolists, 
the pest-General and ruler Western Europe, has vis- 
ited Monarcho-Fascist Greece. The Anglo-American war- 
mongers have for long time considered the Balkans 
military stepping-stone for aggression against the Soviet 
Union and the People’s Democracies. Even during last 
year’s session the NATO Council, Churchill’s old 
theory striking the Soviet Union and the People’s 
Democracies through the Balkans was voiced again 
and again. result, Greece and Turkey were in- 
cluded NATO. Immediately after that, great activity 
was witnessed the Balkans, [which has now resulted] 

Fascist military union between Turkey, Greece and 

“In the midst these preparations, Ridgway, the pest 
strategist arrived. Surrounded Monarcho-Fascists and 
Tito’s stooges, participated meetings the Greek 
General Staff and inspected the military city Sa- 
lonika and the fortifications along the northern frontiers 
Greece. Once again, America’s use Greece 
Wall Street military base was demonstrated. But all the 
efforts the imperialists are vain. Monarcho- 
Fascist Greece, Ridgway was met with the cry: ‘Get out 
Greece.’ [Despite unheard police terror,] Greek 
patriots painted the above slogan the walls the 
Acropolis. ‘Go home, pest-general and blood killer 
slogan united the peoples Western 
Europe their struggle against the reestablishment 
the German Wehrmacht. The Yugoslav, Greek and 
Turkish working people will build steel wall [against] 
the insane war plans Anglo-American warmongers and 
Balkan stooges.” 
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tapasztalatcseréje 


Two American tourists European tour exchange experi- 


ences. 
Ludas Matyi (Budapest), July 16. 


tude towards the Albanian people. This aggressive 
act closely connected with all the aggressive activi- 
ties American imperialists their efforts start 
third world war. They have ordered their Balkan serv- 
ants prepare for war and provoke our country. This 
proved the coordinated activities Tito 
north, Pastiras the south and Gasperi the west. 
This also proves that the alliance between Greece, Yugo- 
slavia, Turkey and Italy already 


“The Yanks England” 


part the Communist campaign prove that 
peoples all over the world despise the Americans, the Bul- 
garian newspaper Vecherni Novini (Sofia), July 18, pub- 
lished attack entitled “Yanks England,” which 
described various ways which Americans have discredited 
themselves: 


“The Americans act they were masters Eng- 
land. [They] have requisitioned the best living quarters 
English workers. Oxford, three families were 
thrown into the street because the house they lived 
was taken over Americans. Breton Woods, new 
development was given the Americans while 3,000 
English families remained homeless. 


broadcast blaming the for Greek and Yugoslav 
violations the Albanian border, Radio Tirana, July 15, 


“The Americans are openly engaged black mar- 
keteering. The Evening Standard wrote that American 


“The Belgrade Fascists and Greek Monarcho-Fascists 
have again violated the Albanian territory 
and airspace and have fired our soldiers. June 20, 
the Peshkopija region, Yugoslav soldier shot and 
wounded one our frontier guards. This proves that 
the dogs along our frontier persist their hostile atti- 


soldiers are selling dollars, cigarettes and food prices 
three times higher than the legal ones. Along with ma- 
chines, the ‘American way life’ has also been imported. 
Drinking, fights, robberies, brothels are the best illus- 
tration drunken brawl Cambridge be- 
tween American officers and soldiers ended with one 
dead and six wounded. American sergeant attacked 
two men train and raped year old girl. John 
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Gibson from Chester was 
American soldiers, 


savagely beaten three 


“Englishmen not want foreign troops stationed 
England. ‘Americans, home,’ ‘American Army, get 
out,’ are slogans every meeting. The average English- 
man knows that the American occupation England 
and the building air bases are part the aggressive 
war being prepared NATO bosses.” 


Under the headline “The People Hate American Intrud- 
ers,” the Budapest daily Szabad Nep attacked the Marshall 
Plan attempt gain control the most im- 
portant economic and political positions preparation for 
war: 


“Today longer only the workers who raise 
their voices protest against the intruders. Many 
business men, and bourgeois politicians realize that 
dollar aid amounts the abolition and 
above all, that means dangerous drifting towards 
the war planned the Americans. These occupiers 
have ghostly resemblance their Nazi predecessors. 
The extent the European peoples’ hatred the 
Yanks was manifested the awe-inspiring mass demon- 
strations with which the Italian, French, German and 
Danish people greeted Ridgway his tour inspec- 
tion. This coincidence. Millions people have 
realized that appointment signifies that 
instigators mean extend Korea’s fate the whole 
Europe, and that the Atlantic preparations, camou- 
flaged defense program, have the sole purpose 
paving the way for armed aggression against peace loving 

eople the USSR and the People’s Democracies. 


Ellis Island—The American Majdanek 


long editorial about “American concentration camps” 
appeared the July issue the Polish language edition 
For Lasting Peace, for People’s Democracy (War- 
saw). One the main camps allegedly Ellis Island, 
huge cage encircled with barbed wire which approxi- 
mately 1,000 people are held for deportation.” Describing 
one the prisoners, the article says: 


Martin Young, victim the Smith-McCarran 
Both his wife and his two sons are American born. 
October 26, 1951, was arrested Ges- 
tapo and since then has been suffering the foot 
the Statue Liberty. February 13, the Court 
Appeals confirmed the charge brought against him 
the Attorney General, who called him individual 
‘dangerous’ the nation. That why Young kept 
solitary cell under the watchful eye specially 
assigned guards. 


“In the eyes American rulers, Young committed 
two terrible crimes: became known active mem- 
ber trade unions and determined fighter against 
exploitation. Moreover, wrote pamphlets telling 
the truth about life the USSR, propagated peace 
slogans and [encouraged] friendship between the Ameri- 
can and Soviet nations. understandable that some- 
one actively struggling for peace and friendship with 


Soviet Russia ‘dangerous’ persons like Truman 
and 


Comparing Ellis Island Majdanek and Dachau, the 
editorial lists the various nationalities the inmates: 


“The American imitators the Hitlerites are filling 
the concentration camp Ellis Island with representa- 
tives from countries all over the world. Among the 
thousands imprisoned Truman’s Majdanek are Greeks, 
Chinese, Koreans, Japanese, Hindus, Egyptians, Turks, 
people from Nigeria, Latin America Many 
prisoners Truman’s Majdanek not even know 
why they were arrested. They were just grabbed 
‘supicious elements’ order the secret police.” 


The newspaper asserts that other “concentration” camps 
are being built throughout the US: 


Majdanek Ellis Island, where policemen- 
sadists abuse honest citizens and drive them sui- 
cide, model for certain number larger concen- 
tration camps hastily organized different parts the 
US. These camps [one Florida, one Oklahoma 
and two Arizona] are, according press information, 
designed accommodate 300,000 prisoners, and Tru- 
man has already asked for appropriations for the salaries 
future camp guards. can assumed that soon 
all states America will have their own concentra- 
tion camps built the Hitlerite model. This one 
more proof the Fascist trend the political re- 
gime, one more indication that the imperialists are in- 
creasing their war preparations, and that the ruling 
classes America are panic about their own future. 
Majdanek the shadow the Statue Liberty! This 


American ‘democracy’. 


Beetles Along the Border 


With harvest time approaching, the Czechoslovak press, 
previous years, has published several reports about 
American planes dropping cellophane bags filled with 
Colorado beetles order destroy crops. One these 
charges appeared the August issue Rude Pravo, 
which wrote: 


“The Colorado beetle now being called the 
American beetle. The American warmongers are infuri- 
ated each success our workers. Every newly-estab- 
lished Uniform Agricultural Cooperative salt their 
eyes. They cannot bear the fact that people our 
villages live well. previous years, the Americans 
are trying infest our potato fields with Colorado 
beetles, destroy our basic crop. People again find 
balloons and boxes, which the beetles were [dropped]. 
Larvae the American beetles are found mostly 
border regions, adjoining the American zone occupa- 
tion West Germany.” 


The illustrated weekly Kvety (Prague), July 24, ex- 
ultantly described beetle search: 


“In our district the search for Colorado beetles was 
very successful. The action was well-organized and 120 
citizens took part. received wonderful reward for 
our successful search. The following day were visited 
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the representative the Ministry Agriculture, 
Comrade Mudrunek, the agricultural commissar the 
Regional National Committee, Comrade Pelnar, and 
even the attaché the Soviet Embassy who greeted 
behalf Soviet kolkhoz members.” 


attack against Western Christianity, the Hun- 
garian comic weekly Ludas Matyi (Budapest), denounced 
General Montgomery, Cardinal Spellman, and rela- 
tions with the Vatican: 


“It common knowledge that speculating religion 

good business. This idea now more popular 
the than has ever been. Not long ago General 
Montgomery declared that was ‘Christian Gen- 
eral.’ This, put mildly, rather strange defini- 
tion because far, Christianity has not been listed 
branch military service. have never heard 
heavy artillery hermit. However, Montgomery’s 
declaration was rendered necessary the fact that he, 
has rallied new ‘Crusade’ ardent neo-Fascists whose 
predecessor, Hitler, the Nazi Messiah, outrivalled the 
[one]. 
“After Montgomery comes Spellman who blessed 
the arms American soldiers murdering 
Having given his blessing plague and cholera, may 
consider his candidacy for the Papacy all the more 

“It known fact that the promising flirtation be- 
tween American capital and the Vatican has now reached 
stage passionate love, and that the Castell San An- 
gelo receives carload foreign currency for every 
Bishop appointed overseas. After reading the above 

obvious that since even truly religious people 
honestly desire it, these pedigreed generals, plague Cardi- 
nals, Hollywood Bible readers and the rest the huck- 
sters who profit from Christianity must driven, 
put Biblically, from all corners the world.” 


POLICIES AND PROGRAMS 


carry out their various programs, Communist re- 
exercise rigid control over all administrative bodies 
national organizations. short, Iron Curtain 
nation functions tool Party policy, and group 

person permitted independent action. Reports cur- 

activities the Satellite area make this manipulation 

too apparent. Legal measures, changes affecting 

newspapers, and the work youth movements, women’s 
committees, and “Peace Parties,” all bear the imprint 
State direction well planning. 


“This Our 


long commentary the Polish people’s joyful re- 
action the new Constitution, Trybuna Ludu (War- 
July 24, announced glowingly that “no experience 
the course ‘of eight years has affected the nation 


much and directly.” Continuing this vein, the 
attacked Polish emigres for criticizing the Con- 
copy its Soviet counterpart. Despite the 


fact that its articles are literal translations from 
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the USSR Constitution, the newspaper insists that the new 
document essentially Polish: 


“During the great all-national discussion the Con- 
stitutional Draft, the entire nation compared present- 
day conditions with the cursed capitalism yesterday, 
and realized that since the liberation have made 
progress which capitalist country would have 
dreamed of. [The people realized] that this historic 
opportunity century’s work ten years was not 
given any previous generation Poles. 

“This our Constitution, the Constitution the 
entire nation, because sanctions and summarizes the 
achievements the past eight years freedom. 
clear that our Constitution not appreciated the reac- 
tionary emigres [who] taunt with the fact that 
our Constitution copied from They think 
that such comment they can minimize the impor- 
tance our Constitution; actually they only in- 
crease our love for [it] because they point 
[the great difference between] the old regime and the 
new order, which was erected the rubble yester- 
day’s life and was guaranteed the Basic 


Last Session Polish Parliament 


The present Polish Seym concluded its term office 
August Called into being the elections Janu- 
ary 19, 1947, the Parliament’s main task was enact 
new Constitution. Originally, the term office for Seym 
members was five years, but this period was extended for 
six months since new Constitution was not completed 
the prescribed time. The 1947 elections were the only 
ones held Poland during eight years Communist 
domination, and were conducted Stalinist fashion. Ac- 
cording Communist sources percent the vote went 
the Communists and percent Pol- 
ish Peasant Party. (Mikolajczyk claimed that his Party 
received percent the votes.) Soon after the elections, 
parliamentary opposition from the Polish Peasant Party was 
removed under the charge “subversive activities.” Peas- 
ant Party leaders were forced flee the country and many 
others were arrested. After the merger the Polish Com- 
munist Party and the spurious Polish Socialist Party 
December 1948, the strongest Party the Seym was the 
new Polish United Workers Party, which numbered 230 
representatives. The second largest group was the pro- 
Communist United Peasant Party numbering about 100 
representatives, and the third strongest was the pro-Com- 
munist Democratic Party, allegedly representing artisans 
and other lower middle-class elements the “transitory 
period Socialist reconstruction.” This group had about 
delegates. Besides these, there were seven independents 
and “progressive Catholic group” with three delegates. 
The latter were encouraged their activities the Com- 
munists but had party organization outside the Seym. 

The number purged Seym representatives has never 
been made public, although them cannot ac- 
counted for. the “unanimous” voting the Consti- 
tution last July 22, only 366 representatives balloted out 
total 444. Some those absent may have died and 
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not been replaced, may have been ill, abroad offi- 
cial missions, but considerable number were undoubtedly 
prison. The next elections Poland, which will prob- 
ably follow the pattern the elections 1947, are sched- 
uled take place October 26. 

the final session the present Seym, Chairman 
Wladislaw Kowalski made farewell speech which 
summarized the political activities the present Parlia- 
ment. quoted Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), July 26, 
Kowalski stated foreign policy aims follows: 


“The establishment, preservation and reinforcement 
peace was the main objective the sphere foreign 
policy. Shaping our foreign policy for the most peace- 
ful aims, the Seym ratified friendship and mutual assist- 
ance agreements with Czechoslovakia, Bulgaria, Hungary 
and Romania and also treaty with the German 
Democratic Republic concerning the delimitation 
established and existing borders. The Seym passed 
resolution December 29, 1950, acknowledging that 
the Second Congress the World Peace Council had 
rendered great service mankind.” 


Listing other activities, Kowalski said: 

“During the parliamentary term, twelve sessions the 
Seym were held. Two national economic plans—the 
Three-Year Plan economic reconstruction and the 
were voted. During 108 plenary meetings, the deputies 
delivered approximately 1,200 speeches. permanent 
parliamentary committees held nearly 850 meetings. 
The Seym enacted 395 bills and confirmed 355 govern- 
ment decrees [only 355 were submitted].” 


Kowalski said that the most important these were 
the monetary reform, “the protection Socialist work 
discipline,” the bills local national councils, courts and 
the Public Prosecutor, and finally, the enactment the 
Constitution and the new electoral law. conclusion, 
Kowalski said: “The Seym always considered itself com- 
pletely subordinate the will the Polish nation, which 
transforming itself into Socialist nation.” Remarking 
this statement, emigre Polish lawyer has said: “The 
fact that the Seym accepted all 355 decrees submitted 
the government proves that subordinate not the 
nation but the Communist Party.” 


July meeting the central management the 
Polish youth organization (ZMP), resolution was 
adopted “take over leadership the Air Force.” This 
resolution civilian organization more than formal 
declaration. consequence, Polish youth leaders must 
help recruit for the Air Force, and perform the following 
duties recorded Glos Pracy (Warsaw), July 21: 


must increase youth’s pride and 
affection for the People’s Armed Forces headed Mar- 
shall Konstanty Rokossowski. [They] must educate youth 
and strengthen the firm brotherhood arms between 
the Polish Army and the unconquered Soviet Army, the 
pillar world peace. [They] must insure careful 


ZMP work the Air Force... 


and direct the best 
activists and members ZMP schools service the 
Air Force. [They] must interest the large masses 


youth aircraft, increase aid for the Aviation 
League develop activities the field physical 
training, and improve the health boys and girls.” 


Agitation for Romanian Draft Constitution 


the last few weeks Party organs Romania have 
placed much emphasis political agitation for the sup- 
port the new Draft Constitution during nation-wide 
discussions. one exile expert has remarked, the purpose 
this raise much dust possible cloud the 
main issues. Emphasizing the importance mass politi- 
cal activity, the newspaper Scanteia (Bucharest), August 
also revealed more practical tasks Party activists: 


“The public debates the new Draft Constitution 
constitute great event the political life our coun- 
try. greatest importance this work the politi- 
cal activity necessary for popular study the Draft Con- 
stitution. That why present the main task 
develop political agitation. There are still regions 
lagging behind organization and the required 
political activity. some areas, the number agitators 
much too small proportion the number work- 
ers anxious join the great villages, 
the main task political agitators give peasants 
new impetus harvesting and making quota deliv- 
eries and preparations for year’s harvest. 
the same time, agitators must help form new State and 
collective farms and agricultural partnerships. Political 
agitation must have fighting character directed against 
the enemy and towards the defense the regime. 


Food for the Fire 


The Central Committee the Romanian Communist 
Party recently decided turn the distribution news- 


papers and publications over the post offices instead 
assigning this work so-called Party “responsibles.” 
exiled journalist has reported that during recent 


many complaints have appeared the Communist pres 


about the inefficient delivery newspapers and 


Party “responsibles” using newspaper packages fuel 
otherwise failing forward them. announcing the new 
distribution method, the Radio Bucharest commentator, 


August 10, said that resulted part from the 


increase publications and their growing circulation. The 


circulation newspapers has necessarily increased 


regime rules that anyone holding any kind office 


working nationalized institution must subscribe. 


“As August the distribution the press came 
under the Ministry Posts and Telecommunications, 
which set general direction for the distribu- 
tion newspapers. The network post offices 
extended, especially rural areas, and the people will 
encouraged become regular newspaper subscribers. 
places without post offices, newspapers will for- 
warded local people’s councils.” 


Hungary, the Communist organ Szabad Nep 
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larging and changing its format resemble Moscow’s 
Pravda. One the reasons given for this change was the 
increase circulation. According Communist statistics, 
Szabad Nep’s circulation, February 1952, was 800,000. 
February 1951, after one month campaign increase 
distribution, Szabad Nep subscribers were increased 
279,700 and amounted about 780,000. August 
Szabad Nep announced that the new format would 
printed presses imported from East Germany: 
“Beginning August 20, Szabad Nep will published 
larger form, the shape world-wide newspapers 
like Pravda. The newspaper will appear seven times 
week, including Monday, well after every holi- 
day.... 
change format was necessitated our peo- 
ple’s growing political and cultural standards and the 
tremendous increase circulation. The old rotary 


presses could not meet the present demand for news- 
papers. The difference between the old and new presses 
best shown the following fact: one edition the 
small form was run six old rotary presses about 
four and one-half hours. [The same number 
copies of] the larger-sized Szabad Nep will printed ... 
new machine three and one half hours, This 
new and wonderful up-to-date rotary press was de- 
“The Peace Movement” 
Preparations are already under way Hungary for the 
“Peace Conference Peoples” held Vienna next 
December. One the goals the Hungarian campaign 
float new “peace loan.” August the Buda- 
pest daily, Magyar Nemzet, announced: “The National 
Savings Bank will soon begin float new loan. Workers 
plants that excelled collecting signatures will receive 
their bonds solemn ceremony.” July 16, Magyar 
listed the blessings derived from the Peace Move- 
ment. These include greater national unity, improvements 
the economic sphere and “increased political under- 
standing.” With reference the latter, the editorial 
Press 
about 
“Today the average man Budapest Miskolc 
new deeply interested the reign terror Franco’s Spain 
Monarcho-Fascist Greece. .The Peace Move- 
ment enhanced the Hungarian people’s love for the 
Union and intensified their hatred American 
even journalism Hungary has improved.” 
ice 
Collecting funds for “aid Korea” another activity 
the Hungarian National Peace Council. editorial 
ame 
ons, August the Budapest newspaper Magyar Nemzet 
nation-wide canvassing and announced that 
million forints had been “donated”: 
“In response the appeal the National Peace 
Council, the entire country made effort help the 
valiant Korean people their struggle for independ- 
ence contributing forints. During ‘Korean Month’ 
tens thousands untiring members trade unions, 
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Peace Councils and the Democratic Association -Hun- 
garian Women visited industrial plants and canvassed 
city and country. While collecting donations, they ex- 
plained millions the connection between the Korean 
people’s struggle and our own struggle for peace. They 
revealed the true face American imperialism. re- 
sult their activity among the masses, million forints 
were collected July for aid the Korean people. 

addition the financial success, the moral 
effect ‘Korean Month’ was increase production 
our factories and [to stimulate] harvesting and threshing.” 


Apology 


Last June, the Hungarian Communist youth organiza- 
tion, DISZ, was severely criticized Minister Defense 
Mihaly Farkas. (See page August issue, From 
BEHIND THE apology for the cited. 
shortcomings, the Central Committee DISZ recently 
drafted letter Secretary General the Hungarian 
Workers Party, Matyas Rakosi, acknowledging its mis- 
takes and pledging fulfill Party decisions. The letter 
appeared the August issue Szabad Nep (Budapest). 
the same day, was reported that the Secretary 
the DISZ Central Committee, Gyorgy Varhegyi, had been 
replaced two young workers, Erwin Hollos and Lajos 
Petrak. The dismissal and the letter serve one more in- 
dication the Party’s complete control the organiza- 
tion. The apology reads: 


Committee wants [express] its ardent thanks for 
the paternal care and attention shown Comrade 
Matyas Rakosi and the Central Committee the Party 
which criticized lack cooperation with 
the masses, weaknesses Communist indoctrination, 
bureaucratic leadership and self-satisfaction. The 
Central Committee DISZ adopts without reservation 
the resolution the Party Central Committee [regard- 
ing] the tasks facing us. promise that shall work 
develop the highest virtues, [including] courage, will- 
ingness sacrifice, and perseverance the face diffi- 
culties. promise tough fighters against rem- 
nants the exploiting classes, materialism [and] moral 
laxity. [We promise] fight unceasingly against Hun- 
garian vassals the warmongers—that is, against the 
kulaks, and the clerical and Social Democratic reaction. 
promise, dear Comrade Rakosi, that shall 
educate our youth fervent love the homeland, and 
that [we] shall defend force, need be, the freedom 
and independence our country. [We promise] 
that shall increasingly strengthen our ties friend- 
ship with the great Soviet youth and fight with them for 
lasting peace. Eternal glory the hope people, 
the genius and leader Communism and Peace—the 
Great Stalin.” 


Failures Women’s Committees 


effort improve implementation Party policy 
Czechoslovakia, the mass organization women was 
dissolved three months ago and replaced local women’s 
committees set National Committees help them 
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discharge their duties. (See May issue, News From 
HIND THE 4.) One the main tasks 
women was improve conditions the field labor 
relations. Recent reports the Communist press, how- 
ever, indicate that far this change has not brought the 
anticipated The newspaper Lud (Bratislava), 
July for example, condemned the lack organization 
the new committees: 


local committees women have already 
been set up, they often have idea what how 
start work, since the Regional National Committees 
have failed explain what their tasks should This 
apparent Cakanovce village Filakovo, for in- 
stance, where the women’s committee under the im- 
pression that its work control the Local National 
Committees. some cases Local National Com- 
mittees [fear] the women’s committees organ 
for depleting their power. The chairman the Local 
National Committee Diakovce excluded from memo- 
randum the women’s committee those candidates who 
pointed out that failed report some available 


the case local union organizations, the women’s 
committees have evidently neglected strictly enforce 
government directives. Other reports similar the one 
above indicate that quarrels with local officials are the 
main results this measure, originally intended in- 
crease the efficiency the Communist State. Some the 
more ambitious aims this regulation were recorded 
the bulletin the Lanskroun National Committee 
June 12, which contained the following: 


“The first task the Lanskroun women’s committee 
will win over married women for industry. Women- 
agitators will also contact women factories and strive 
convince them how essential increase the 
number women shockworkers. Two members the 
committee will charge social work, which means 
setting kindergartens for the children working 
women. 

“Furthermore, one the main tasks the committee 
will foster better political understanding the 
part women and increase their knowledge the 
marvellous achievements the Soviet Union.” 


The Expropriation Private Property 


new regulation the expropriation private prop- 
erty for State and “public” use has been issued the 
Bulgarian government. explaining the new regulation, 
Vecherni Novini (Sofia), July repeatedly pointed out 
the “just indemnities” given persons for loss property. 
The State, however, has complete authority determine 
indemnities, which usually are paid kind rather than 
cash. 


“In case expropriation properties which apart- 
ment buildings are being constructed, the owner, upon 
request [receives] suitable apartment satisfy the 
needs his family. [This will given him only] 
does not own any houses. 

“In exceptional cases indemnity can paid cash 


q 
order the Ministerial Council [which decides 
“Properties are considered expropriated from the day 


which the Ministerial order goes into effect. 
this time the former property owner becomes the 
owner real estate given him indemnity. The 
evaluation expropriated property made the Min- 
isterial Council. The difference between the value 
the expropriated property and the property given 
also paid installments with interest equal the 
discount percent given the Bulgarian National Bank. 
such cases, the money due guaranteed legal 
mortgage.” 


The new regulation deals also with the expropriation 
all private assets, well those cooperatives and pub- 
lic organizations, case “State need.” Owners are in- 
demnified cash payments equal market prices the 
time expropriation. properties have fixed price, 
this sum, less deductions for depreciation, paid. 

Pointing out the fact that the government the organ 
that decides the value expropriated property, Radio 
Belgrade, July 15, commented the exploitation the 
Bulgarian people: 


“When the indemnity paid cash, the value 
defined the owner himself but the State.... 
property will given exchange also decided the 
State. The compulsory character this regulation 
quite apparent the stipulation regarding the 
priation all assets private citizens, cooperatives 
other public The regulation shows 
what extent the Sofia government has arbitrarily seized 
power.” 


District Party Conferences 


The Bulgarian press has recently reported district 
Party conferences which various shortcomings 
cal work were discussed. July Rabotnichesko 
(Sofia), commenting the meeting Stara 
condemned weaknesses industrial output resulting 
poor Party activity: 


“In number industrial enterprises, the primary 
Party organizations, left without concrete leadership, 
have neglected mass political work and have become 


who belong the Party only 27.3; the percentage 
women mere 18.1. While there has been increase 
the number women holding responsible positions 
cooperative farms, the number holding respon- 
sible Party posts quite small. $16 primary Party 
organizations there are women The 
work the district committee connected with Party 
organizations done Committee members beg 
fight against them. The most important condition 


for sound Party leadership enterprises and for insur- 
ing Party organizations leading role educate Com- 


Similar weaknesses organizational leadership 
reported Turnovo, especially the field 
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Party activists. July editorial the conference 
Blagoevgrad, Rabotnichesko Delo underscored the im- 


1945, became Secretary General the Hungarian 
Communist Party and Deputy Prime Minister. 1948, 


portance political work combatting enemy influence: was named Secretary General the Hungarian Work- 
Has the District Committee achieved the re- ers’ Party—a change merely title. _Rakosi highly- 
results Party political work? Has fulfilled educated and well-informed Communist. speaks seven 


its obligations? the Conference number 
weaknesses and errors were disclosed the work 


District Party organizations which have not devoted 


languages, including English, and has practical knowl- 
edge almost every European country, well the US. 

Information other leaders involved these recent 
changes has been supplied former member Parlia- 


Blagoevgrad, because this part the 

country adjacent two nations hostile Bulgaria— 
namely, Tito’s Yugoslavia and Monarcho-Fascist Greece.” 


time explanatory work among the masses. 


The Yugoslav radio, August declared that the con- 
ferences revealed the failure Sovietize the Party masses: 
“From the discussions, evident that Party organi- 
the the enterprises not fight for the adoption 
Soviet work methods. Party members the enter- 

not struggle against the manpower shortage 
and absenteeism, nor strive for better quality produc- 
All this clearly shows that Party masses Bulgaria 
deviating more and more from the policy the 


Communist Party headed Chervenkov. The 
Bulgarian Communist Party has lost its influence over 
the rural well the working masses because 


ment now exile, who writes: 


“As Prime Minister, Istvan Dobi was never more than 
puppet. Chairman the Presidium the Hun- 
garian People’s Republic, will also tool Party 
leaders. 

“Dobi’s predecessor, Sandor Ronai, former mem- 
ber the Hungarian Social Democratic faction which 
joined the Before the war, was Secre- 
tary the Social Democratic Party After 
the war, became Minister Food, and later, Min- 
ister Commerce. 1950, reward for helping 
purge Chairman the Presidium, Arpad Szakasits, 
Ronai was given his victim’s post. 

“In the light recent events Hungary, de- 
motion not surprising. Ever since June, the govern- 
ment has been waging campaign against former mem- 
bers the Social Democratic Party. would hardly 


the Bulgarian village, and the entire country for enhance regime policy leave former Social Democrat 
benefit the Soviet Union. the important post Chairman the Presidium.” 
Appointments and Dismissals Pointing out that the “resignation” Imre Dogei 

August 14, the Presidium the People’s Speaker Parliament coincides with the current struggle 


solve the land problem, the writer continues: 


called meeting Parliament. this session, 
Dobi, nominal Prime Minister Hungary, and 

Sandor Ronai, Chairman the Presidium, handed their 
resignations. replace Dobi Prime Minister, the Par- 

“unanimously” elected Matyas Rakosi, who 


“At the time his resignation, Imre Dogei was 
tary General the National Association Agricultural 
Cooperatives. not known whether still holds 
this post. However, his removal Speaker probably 


Secretary General the Party. Dobi was electe about several prominent Party officials who mistakenly 
the Presidium replace Ronai, who was ‘side with the peasants’ and demand that their bur- 
made the new Speaker Parliament. The former Speaker den reduced. Horvath said: ‘If not oppose 
from Parliament, Imre Dogei, was not named any new such attempts, they will shift disproportionately high 
post. percentage the burden Socialist construction onto 
Prime Minister Rakosi, long one the Kremlin’s favor- the city workers and compel slow down industriali- 
hip, sons, was born 1892. prisoner war Russia zation. this reason, take 
Revolution and returned Hungary May, “In conclusion, safe assume that Rakosi’s nom- 
Rural Secretary the Communist Party, then ination the post Prime Minister will not bring 
ions organized. During Bela Kun’s Proletarian Dictator- about many changes Hungary. has been the abso- 
Rakosi became Deputy People’s Commissar for Com- lute dictator the country for some time past. How- 
and later, People’s Commissar for Production. ever, one possible innovation was indicated his address 
The the downfall the Bela Kun Government, Rakosi the National Assembly immediately after his nomina- 
into exile. 1924, returned Hungary and tion. Rakosi said: ‘Closer cooperation must devel- 
years imprisonment, and later, because his activities 
People’s Commissar, life. 1940, the Soviet Union 


exchanged ancient Hungarian banners for Rakosi’s release. 
Rakosi then worked Moscow the Hungarian Section 
the Commissariat for Foreign Affairs until December, 


New Soviet Ambassador Czechoslovakia 


July new Soviet Ambassador, Alexander Jefre- 
movich Bogomolov, arrived the Czechoslovak capital. 


Bogomolov the fourth Soviet Ambassador Prague 
since the end World War II. His predecessor, Anatoli 
Lavrentiev, held the official Soviet post for eight months 


-until his assignment Romania. Lavrentiev’s stay 


Prague was marked the systematic purge high-level 
government and Party officials and the reorganization 
Czechoslovak industry. Similarly, Lavrentiev’s new ap- 
pointment Bucharest coincides with the removal 
Ana Pauker and her followers. exiled Czechoslovak 
diplomat has pointed out this connection that the 
change Soviet Ambassadors within the Iron Curtain 


usually linked with particular policies fol- 


lowed. “Although difficult judge what the Bogo- 
molov era will mean the country, likely con- 
nected with the most recent step the Sovietization 
Czechoslovakia—that is, the end immunities for indus- 
trial workers. The recent show trials the so-called ‘tech- 
nical intelligentsia,’ the extension the eight-hour work- 
ing day, and the cuts labor’s wages, seem point 
strongly that direction.” 

noteworthy that Bogomolov’s career has been de- 
voted largely diplomatic missions the West. When 
was accredited the Czechoslovak and Yugoslav Govern- 
ments exile London ten years ago, his functions were 
rather delicate nature. had conduct negotiations 
with the Czechoslovak Government time when Stalin 
still by-passed Gottwald and his Moscow-trained Com- 
munist group, and pretended prefer dealing with 
“realistic bourgeois democrat like Benes,” rather than with 
the “romantic Czechoslovak Communists.” Bogomolov was 
commissioned initiate discussions about renewal the 
Czechoslovak-Soviet Treaty 1935 and about new 
treaty the same type designed before the end 
the war. 


Changes Romanian Government 


July and August, changes the Romanian govern- 
ment resulted the appointment Ion Vidrascu head 
the new Ministry State Farms and Pericle Negescu 
Minister Social Security. Previous this, Lotar Ra- 
daceanu was dismissed Minister Labor and Social 
Security and the Ministry Labor was abolished. Rada- 
ceanu was one the Party Secretaries and Politburo mem- 
bers who was removed May from all his posts along 
with Luca and Teohari Georgescu. former Socialist who 
joined the Romanian Workers’ Party, Radaceanu has not 
been mentioned the press since his dismissal. 

July article, Scanteia noted that Nicolae Cioroiu 
was Assistant Minister External Affairs. official de- 


cree his appointment, however, seems have been 
lished. Before this, Cioroiu was Romanian Minister 
don. 

Radio Bucharest, August announced that Constantin 
Ene and Mircea Gogioiu were appointed Assistant 
isters Agriculture. 


Latvian Minister Dismissed 


Latvia, according decree the Supreme 
cil, Minister Light Industry Zelma Cabe has been re- 
lieved her post and replaced the Russian, 
kin. Zelma Cabe was appointed this post January, 
1951, after the removal her much criticized predecessor, 
Sics. Zelma Cabe’s appointment, however, did not put 
stop attacks against this office for shortcomings pro- 
duction. Recent reports the output light industry 
refer the poor quality work. According several ob- 
servers, Zelma Cabe has been made the scapegoat for fail- 
ures that are due partly the Ministry’s inadequate supply 
raw materials, most which are consigned military 
production. 

announced Riga Radio, August the Supreme 
Council has appointed another Russian executive 
post. Comrade Vasilij Feoktistov has been made Vice- 
Chairman the executive committee the Council 
Deputies Daugavpils. 

The Estonian publication Rahva Haal (Tallinn), June 
18, announced the members new Executive Committees 
for the recently established districts oblasts. (See June 
men the various Committees are follows: Alexander 
Ansberg, Chairman Tallinn; Richard Niinipuu, 
man Parnu; and Rudolf Meiel Tartu. According 
information received from Stockholm, Ansberg was 
erly Deputy Chairman the Council Ministers and 
member the Supreme Soviet the Estonian 
Socialist Republic. Since April, 1951, has been mem- 
ber the Party’s Central Committee. The only 
known about Niinepuu that formerly studied the 
All-Union Party School Moscow 1950. Rudolf 
was previously Secretary the Party Committees 
Harjumaa and Parnumaa. All three men were educated 
the USSR and came Estonia after the 
coup. 

Otto Merimaa, who was recently appointed 
the Supreme Soviet and the Party Central 
has been named the first Secretary the Party 
tee the Parnu oblast. 


uary, 
THE SECOND QUARTER 
MARKED changes have occurred since the results 
the first quarter were made public the “People’s 
cutive Democracies” Eastern Europe (see the June issue 
News From THE IRon page 15). 
cil one believe the lists percentages which fill the 
Communist press and air waves with unnerving repetitions, 
June there are gains all fronts and losses too. Over and over, 
nittees the workers are praised blamed, depending the state 
the Plan and the needs the government, effort 
Workers and managers often resort dishonest methods 
order meet the high quotas schedule. One group 
will “cover” for another, workers will shifted from 
the production much needed articles those easier 
and produce order keep up. Sometimes, reported the 
Soviet Hungarian newspaper Szabad Nep, many plants try 
fulfill their plans resorting the falsification data.” 
there doubt but that certain gains have 
been effected, especially the industrial field. But most 
the captive countries, agriculture continues pay the 


tees penalty for such advances. 


Bulgaria 

According information supplied the Bulgarian State 
Board and published Rabotnichesko Delo 


(Sofia), July 26, the fulfillment the State Economic Plan 
for the second quarter this year follows: 


Industry: “The over-all industrial production plan has 
been fulfilled 100.2 percent. This represents increase 
19.4 percent over the corresponding quarter 1951. 
The Ministry Heavy Industry has not fulfilled the 
lignite coal plan, the coal tar dyes plan, and the seed- 
cleaning machines plan. The Ministry Light Industry 
has not fulfilled plans for the production technical 
glass, tanned skins, etc. The Ministry Supply and Food 
Industry has not fulfilled the plans for fish, soap, and 
canned fruits and vegetables. 


ommit 


Economic Section 


Dead Reckoning 


Agriculture: 1952 spring sowing was carried out 
higher level agrotechnique and was successfully 
completed. The amount land sown for fodder and 
industrial crops was substantially increased compared 
with 1951. 775 combines, 423 threshing machines, 532 
seed drills, 928 tractor plows, 487 tractor cultivators, and 
497 tractors have been delivered. 

Transportation: “The transportation plan was fulfilled 
the following percentages: Freight carried, (in tons) 
100.9; average 24-hour railroad car load, 100.9; freight 
(in tons) —water transport, 100.8. 

Retail trade: (such food, clothing, and foot- 
wear) sold consumers during the second quarter 
1952 exceed those sold during the same period 1951 
14.8 percent. The number shops retail trade 
also increased 1,964. 

Labor: “During the second quarter 1952, the num- 
ber workers and employees engaged industry, trans- 
port, trade, and construction increased 23,342; 13,029 
which are industry.” 


the same time, the official Communist press has con- 
tinued publish information showing the non-fulfillment 
the Plan: Troud (Sofia), June 11: “In the Dimi- 
trov mine [the largest Bulgaria] there are pits like 
Nenkov, Tolbuhin, Brigadier, Blagoev, etc., which 
continually fail fulfill their plans.” June 13: “Dur- 
ing the first quarter 1952, the Marbas mine fulfilled only 
79.66 percent its plan, and April, more than 74.55 
percent. May the Merichler pit fulfilled only 
55-60 percent and the Nadejda pit only 30-35 percent 
their respective plans.” July 13: “Since Janu- 
ary, the plan for the Temelko Ivanov pit the Dimitrov 
mine has remained unfilled. barely reaches 86.4 percent 
for the second 

The May issue contained news regarding the Vela 
Piskova plant Rousse: “During April the plan was far 
behind quantity—85 percent, value—79 percent, and 
labor—82 percent.” The June issue announced that 
the Record plant Gorna Oryahovitza, “There are many 
important weaknesses, result which the plan was 
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not fulfilled. April, the plan was fulfilled only 65.5 
percent fabrics and 92.1 percent yarns. May 
was even worse.” Regarding timber production, June 
Troud admonished: “The plan for timber production 
dangerously behind schedule. April the results were: 
cutting—33 percent; cleaning—22 percent; transport— 
percent.” June 24: “As June 15, the plan was 
fulfilled only 33.6 percent for beam production, 42.2 
percent for railroad ties, 44.5 percent for plywood, 


Czechoslovakia 


The latest report the State Statistical Board stated 
that many the high targets the Czechoslovak Eco- 
nomic Plan for the first six months this year have not 
been met spite the numerous and far-reaching re- 
organizations which followed the 1951 failure. Heavy 
industry, burdened with faster rising quotas than those 
other types industry, again proved unable meet re- 
quirements. 

Rude Pravo (Prague), July 24, made public the report 
which shows the following percentages Plan fulfillment: 


“The Plan for over-all industrial production was ful- 
filled 98.5 percent. Plants the Ministry Heavy 
Industry fulfilled the plan 96.4 percent, those the 
Ministry Light Industry 102.9 percent, and those 
the Ministry Food Industry 97.7 percent. 

“Individual ministries fulfilled the Plan the follow- 
ing percentages: 


Fuels and Power 97.8 
Foundries and mines (ore) 98.8 
Chemical Industry 100.6 
Heavy engineering 100.7 
General engineering 84.6 
Light industry 102.1 
Food Industry 97.7 
Building Industry 95.5 
Forests and Woodworking Industries 104.8 
Industrial Departments the Ministry 

Information 101.9 
Industrial Departments the Ministry 

Health 110.0 


“Industrial production has risen comparison with 
the last six months 1951, percent—26.6 percent 
the plants the Ministry Heavy Industry, and 
those the Ministry Light Industry, percent. The 
plants the Ministry Food Industry raised produc- 
tion 7.6 percent.” 


Statistics, giving the increase production compared 
with the first six months 1951, depict rise hard coal 
production percent, soft coal—9 percent, coke—5 per- 
cent, crude oil—58 percent, iron percent, elec- 
tricity—12 percent, pig iron—9 percent, crude steel—5 per- 
cent, and rolling mill products—8 percent. 

The plan for electricity production was reportedly ful- 
filled. However, the supply power had limited due 
the number breakdowns and the uneven power 
consumption. The report continued: 


“In rail transport, the total results topped those the 
same period 1951 11.5 percent. road haulage 


cargoes nearly doubled. Retail trade turnover exceeded 
its planned volume 2.6 percent. 

“The total turnover foreign trade compared with 
the same period 1951, rose 3.4 percent. Within 
the same period the volume trade with the Soviet 
Union and other states with planned economies rose 
from 58.1 67.8 percent.” 


The Slovak monthly, Pod Zastavou Socializmu 
lava), No. July 1952, announced the results 
trial development Slovakia over the same period: 


“The fact that the total volume industrial produc- 
tion Slovakia has risen nearly four times that 
pre-war years, indicates how Slovakia changing from 
backward, agrarian country into well-developed, indus- 
trial-agricultural 

“As compared with the same period 1951, 
increased our industrial production percent dur- 
ing the first six months 1952, percent which 
Heavy Industry. The soft coal output was raised 
10.8 percent, iron ore percent, rolling mill produc- 
the first five months, the number those employed 
industry rose percent with wages rising 10.9 percent 
and work productivity 16.1 


Czechoslovak economist, now exile, points out 
following aspects the report: 


“Provided the data furnished the official report are 
backed economic facts, would appear that the 1.5 
percent which industrial production fell short the 
planned targets, little consequence the govern- 
ment. Failure completely fulfill the Plan will 
doubt utilized for further propaganda campaigns 
increase labor productivity. The bosses Communist 
economy regard the Plan ‘motor’ capable replac- 
ing the profit stimulus. 

“The actual shortcomings today’s Czechoslovak econ- 
omy are, however, more likely found qualitative 
measurement. Czechoslovak Heavy Industry one 
the pillars which the industrialization Eastern Eu- 
rope rests, and far has not been able accelerate 
production the rate required. Moreover, shortages 
labor and lack work discipline have produced serious 
bottleneck the mining industry. Recently, the govern- 
ment went far stage sabotage trials against miners 
and mine technicians effort solve the problem. 
Power also short supply, and poorly distributed. 

“In regard labor productivity, the report merely 
states that increased relation the increase 
wages. Such statement hardly indication that the 
disproportion between these two factors has been elimi- 
nated—a fervently desired goal many the stern 
measures inaugurated during the past months. Finally, 
the recorded increase 3.4 percent the total turn- 
over foreign trade does not meet the long-term stand- 
ards set 1946 the Five Year Plan. 

“As regards the announced achievements industrial- 
ization Slovakia, may said that the development 
Slovak natural resources and the elimination hid- 
den rural unemployment are two the few positive 
features planning Communist Czechoslovakia, and 
are, therefore, likely succeed now well the 
future.” 
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Hungary 


Budapest papers published the second quarterly report 
the third year the Hungarian Five Year Plan, 
issued the Central Statistics Office, July 18. 
exiled economist has prepared the following summary: 


“According the report the Statistical Office, the 
manufacturing industry, during the second quarter, ex- 
ceeded the Plan the same extent the first quar- 
ter (1.7 percent). But, while the manufacturing industry 
produced 30.5 percent more the first quarter than 
the corresponding period last year, comparison shows 
only 23.5 percent increase during the second quarter. 
The Communist Party demanded average increase 
percent production for the year and far this has 
reportedly been achieved. What more important 
the fact that Heavy Industry has exceeded the plan 
29.6 percent, making somewhat for Light 
poor showing only 10.9 percent. 

“The report also lists the output industrial branches 
which come under the control the various ministries. 
The building industry was the most successful, exceeding 
the plan 8.8 percent. The Ministry Machine Indus- 
try produced 4.6 percent less than the Plan and the 
Ministry Home Industry percent less. 

“The report the Ministry Home Industry re- 
vealed that production industrial firms under govern- 
ment control has increased 94.2 percent one year 
while the output the Industrial Cooperatives was 
raised 150.4 percent. The following list pro- 
duction increases (in percentages) based the corre- 
sponding period 1951. 


Coal 15.2 22.7 
Iron and steel 17.3 15.8 
Cast iron 9.2 23.8 
Steel plate 24.0 14.9 
Turning lathes 23.2 2.4 
Locomotives 26.7 3.1 
Boxcars 41.2 4.5 
Trucks 176.1 
Motorcycles 23.2 48.8 
Bicycles 20.3 18.3 
engines 0.9 282.8 
Receiving sets 25.7 100.4 
Electric bulbs 12.8 34.4 
Sewing machines 15.6 9.9 
power 19.7 19.7 
Machine oil 28.8 29.7 
Bricks 48.9 46.8 
Lime 12.9 $2.7 
Cement 8.5 12.0 
Fire resistant material 5.6 19.3 
Glass panes 24.7 40.4 
Consumer goods 

Cotton fabric 11.8 4.8 
Wool fabric 12.1 
Silk fabric 23.7 6.6 
Linen 10.2 10.5 
Silk stockings 20.9 
Cotton stockings 21.3 34.2 
Men’s suits 9.4 21.0 


Economic 


Leather shoes 19.3 17.4 
Flour 4.4 47.9 
Cigarettes 23.1 41.1 
Sweets 45.2 
Soap 83.9 20.6 
Matches 13.7 0.1 
Meat 18.3 13.1 
Fats and bacon 67.1 13.1 
Cold cuts 63.8 
Butter 9.4 


The report also contained proof continuing difficulties 
arising from the stepped-up tempo production: 


“The rhythm industrial production remains unsatis- 
factory. The majority firms have not eliminated the 
necessity for end-of-the-month shockwork. The quality 
certain products industry, primarily clothing and foot- 
wear, not satisfactory. The production costs certain 
articles have diminished, but, the whole, firms have 
failed fulfill the Plan cutting consider- 
able number machines are not being used full 
capacity.” 


The above statement typical the methods the 
press. During the period question, they kept praising 
the successes achieved certain plants, the enthusiasm 
the workers, the cutting production costs, etc. But, 
the end the period, they announced that the final re- 
sults all these fields were not satisfactory—a typical ex- 
ample Communist propaganda technique. 

This what the official report has say concerning 
investments: 


“In the second quarter 1952, investments were 27.6 
percent higher than the corresponding period 1951. 
Investment the manufacturing industry increased 37.4 
percent, 93.3 percent which went Heavy Industry, 
4.8 percent Light Industry, and 1.9 percent the 
food industry. Investments showed value increase 
40.9 percent compared with the same period last year, 
the increase the manufacturing industry being 87.5 


Nepszava (Budapest), July 18, commented the im- 
portance agriculture the report: 


“The report the Central Office Statistics, pub- 
lished yesterday, devotes more attention the fulfill- 
ment the Agricultural Plan than any the previous 
quarterly reports. For this reason feel that should 
publish the most important parts. 

“*The early spring frost caused considerable damage 
our crops, but government measures, such supply- 
ing the farmers with additional seeds and the extensive 
care the young crops the farmers themselves, jointly 
helped avert serious damage. 

year, fodder has been planted area ap- 
proximately 100,00 acres larger than last year. 80,000 
additional acres cotton have been planted. Cultiva- 
tion rice, tobacco and other plants has also been in- 
creased. Compared last year’s figures, the total area 
State farms has increased 41.4 percent and arable land 
42.8 percent. Special mention must made the 
remarkable increase State farm livestock. The number 
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horses has increased 74.1 percent, cattle 75.1 
percent, and pigs 47.6 percent. 

total area coll«ctive farms has increased 182 
percent and the total livestock 223 percent. More 
new members collective farms bring along their live- 
stock than did year ago. However, neither the 
State farms nor the collective farms have fulfilled their 
pig fattening quota and have not delivered the prescribed 
quantities pork. 

“*The motor pools have considerably more tractors 
than last year. The number combines has increased 
threefold, the number harvesting machines per- 
cent and threshing machines percent. The two- 
year State reforestation plan being carried out success- 
fully. During the spring season, trees were planted 
area approximately 16,500 


Poland 


The communique the Polish State Planning Commis- 
sion the fulfillment the Plan for the second quarter 
was published Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw) July 17. 
According the communique, the Plan for industrial 
production was fulfilled 100.4 percent, the Plan for 
the building industry 111 percent. Agriculture and 
Internal Trade, the communique claims various improve- 
ments: “The supply fertilizers has increased 
percent, the number tractors has reached 35,500, the 
number kolkhozes has increased 109 (bringing the 
total figure 3,362)”. for Domestic Trade, the com- 
munique states that the supply foodstuffs improved 
during the second quarter. The communique also pointed 
out many shortcomings: 

“In spite the fulfillment the Plan terms 
total production, many ministries failed meet com- 
modity quotas great importance our national econ- 
omy. The Ministry Foundries behind production 
steel; the Ministry Chemical Industry production 
sulphuric acids, soda and nitrogen fertilizers; the Min- 
istry Machine Industry production some 
types lathes, and motorcycles; the Ministry Light 
Industry production building materials and textiles; 
the Ministry Meat and Milk Industry production 
meat; the Mining Industry production coal and 
petrol.” 


Comparison with similar report for the first quarter 
this year shows that the same industries are still lagging 
behind, possible indication that targets for these indus- 
tries are too high. 

Increases production the following articles were 
achieved (as compared with the corresponding period 
1951): “Penicillin, 508 percent; copper ores, 236 percent; 
trucks, 322 percent [in spite non-fulfillment the 
Plan]; tractors, percent.” 


Romania 


Romania, the quarterly report the State Planning 
and Statistics Commission the fulfillment the Plan 
for the second quarter this year appeared Scanteia 
(Bucharest) July 24. The report pointed out that the 


over-all quota had been exceeded 1.8 percent—the same 
figure (101.8) that given for the same period last year. 

The following percentages were given for the various 
ministries: 


Metallurgical and Chemical Industries 102.8 
Oil and Coal 99.5 
Electrical Power 105.2 
Construction 102.5 
Timber, Paper, and Cellulose Industries 103.6 
Light Industry 105.2 
Food Industries 88.9 
Local Industries 104.0 
Union Consumers’ Cooperatives 94.8 
Industrial Enterprises the ministries of: 
Transportation 116.4 
Foreign Trade 111.8 
Public Health 106.1 
Agriculture 116.9 


Not much information given regarding agriculture. 
Crop percentages [given last year] are not included. State 
Farms and Machine Tractor Stations received “86 144 
percent more mechanized equipment”, such threshing 
and sowing machines, but only percent more tractors 
were delivered. The number Machine Tractor Stations 
increased 20. increase 100,000 hectares sown 
land claimed. 

With regard food production, part III the report 
states that “hog farms, although they delivered 74.5 per- 
cent more pigs than during the second quarter last year, 
have not completely fulfilled their quotas.” And part 
(which deals with the distribution goods) was revealed 
that “although more meat has been distributed this year 
the required quota was not fulfilled, primarily because 
the plan for the acquisition cattle was not fully com- 
pleted.” 

The following percentile figures (compared 1951) 
were given for the supply foodstuffs: 


Flour 108 
Bread 127 
Meat 145 
Canned Meat 173 
Fish 171 
Canned fish 205 
Vegetable oils 121 
Butter 157 
Cheeses 141 
Sugar 119 
Marmalade 121 
Beer 106 


The report further declared that compared the first 
quarter 1952, “Socialist commerce distributed per 
cent more goods townspeople and 21.6 percent mort 
goods rural communities,” and added, “Although the 
working population received, through Cooperatives 
and State commerce, more goods than during the second 
quarter 1951, socialist commerce was not able fulfil 
the distribution [sales] plan completely, because had been 
increased result the monetary reform and the 
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reduction prices. The lack certain kinds products 
greater demand, and the organizational deficiencies 
State commercial organizations and cooperatives, have 
both contributed this fact.” 


Albania 


July 28, the Albanian Telegraph Agency Tirana 
released the communique the State Planning Commis- 
sion the results the Plan for the second quarter. 


“Under the leadership the Albanian Workers’ Party, 
led Hoxha, the use Soviet experience, and con- 
stantly increasing Socialist competition, satisfactory re- 
sults have been achieved. Overal! production value 
for State and cooperative industries was increased 100.3 
percent and was 28.3 percent greater comparison with 
the same period last year.” 


The following percentages were given for the various 
enterprises 
Percentages compared to: 
1952 Plan Same period, 1951 


Ministry Mines 100.9 146.3 
Ministry Industry 106.2 100.0 
Ministry Stockpiling 83.8 100.1 
Local Industry 118.8 216.1 


The breakdown according specific industries given 
follows: 


Fulfillment 1952 Plan 
Bituminous coal 92.4 
Lignite coal 104.2 
Chromium 104.6 
Copper 126.9 
Food 109.2 
Clothing 106.6 
Building materials 80.2 
Engineering 122.0 
Artisans’ Cooperatives 122.3 


“By the end June, agriculture—State and Coopera- 
tive farms, and peasants—had implemented the spring 
sowing plan 90.4 percent comparison with last year. 
The following results were achieved: 


Maize 106.3 
Rice 131.5 
Cotton 114.7 
Sugar beets 111.3 


“Machine Tractor Stations took the necessary measures 
time help the peasants the harvesting and thresh- 
ing grain, and the end June—in comparison 
with the same period last year—the harvesting was 
stepped 154.1 percent. Production grain ex- 
pected better than last year.” 


the fields commerce and transportation the follow- 
ing comparisons were made: 
Percentages compared to: 


Freight traffic 105.6 134.8 
Passenger traffic 126.0 131.1 
Investments 116.3 
Business turnover basic 

commodities 106.8 120.6 


Economic 


“The number persons employed the main eco- 
nomic sectors was 128.1 percent higher than the cor- 
responding quarter last year.” 


Under the title “Let’s Give the First Threshing Floor 
the State” (the grain put the threshing floor for the 
primitive method threshing), the newspaper Bashkimi 
July stated that: 


“Throughout our country the campaign for the harvest 
and the threshing grain going successfully. 
According data released the Ministry Accumula- 
tion for June, the Plan has been realized 227 percent 
all over the Republic. First place was taken the dis- 
trict Fiers, which realized the Plan 457 percent, 
and second place was taken the province Berat, 
which achieved 587 


However, the same newspaper reported July that 
Saranda there were complaints: 


threshing problems are not being met. The Machine 
and Tractor Stations’ equipment poor condition. 
Many localities have put the harvesting plan sec- 
ond place.” 


Estonia 


According the table showing the fulfillment the 
fishing plan for the second quarter 1952, which was 
printed the Estonian daily Rahva Haal June 13, 
Tartu oblast [primarily agricultural area, with only 
few lakes and rivers] has fulfilled its plan 125.5 per- 
cent, the city Tallinn 113.3 percent, Parnu oblast 
[the most important fishing area] only 66.4 percent, 
and Tallinn oblast [the second most important fishing area] 
only 60.9 percent. 

Party secretary, Kabin, stated Rahva Haal, June 15, 
that “The situation very bad the fulfillment the 
fishing plan and the fishing industry whole.” 

opposition these official data the boasting 
Radio Tallinn June that, fishing kolkhozes 
fulfilled the plan for the second quarter this year be- 
fore the date set, and them have also fulfilled the 
first half-year plan. They have caught thousands 
centners fish, exceeding the plan.” 


July 25, Rahav Haal announced percentage fulfill- 
ment figures for the second quarter: 


Electric energy 103 
Shale 107 
Shale oil 
Turf 112 
Cement 
Calcium 108 
Bricks 
Electric motors 100 
Electric motors over 100 
Isolated wires lead electric currency 128 
Radio receivers 104 
Timber 
Paper 101 
Cotton cloth 
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Woolen cloth 103 


Linen cloth 117 
Rayon 103 
Underwear 102 
Footwear (shoes) 
Rubberwear 101 
Fish 
Meat 106 
Canned meat 
Canned fish 
Butter 104 
Cheese 110 
Flour 122 
Spirits 116 
Beer 
Cigarettes 109 
Latvia 


the evaluation the production Latvian industry 
for the first six months this year, the Ministry Light 


Industry subject sharp attack. Cina (Riga), July 16, 
complains: 


“Out Light Industry enterprises Riga, have 
not completed the Plan for the first quarter, for the 
second quarter, and for the first half year. Plans have 
not been completed Electra, June 21, Riga Felt, 
Meteors, Record and other plants. Textile plants 
report the worst results. Out five plants, only two 
have fulfilled their norms, while Aurora, Mara and 
Cosmos have all failed. The Ministry for Light Industry 
seems have become reconciled such practices. 
analyzing the work schedules, one discovers that most 
shortcomings are caused organizational and technical 
inefficiencies, low quality raw materials, incorrect techno- 
logical processes, and inadequate supply colors and 
other subsidiary products. The executives the Ministry 
are aware these facts but show intention improv- 
ing conditions. good example the Aurora plant 
where production requirements have not been met for 
several years. December 1951, the Ministry changed 
its executive body, but improvements have been 
noticed since. The Juglas Manufactura factory was sup- 
posed deliver tons yarn the Aurora plant, 
but the plant received only little yarn and very low 
quality. The plan for the third quarter provides for the 
production men’s socks, but the necessary machines 
are ‘somewhere underway’ and their arrival time un- 
known. Another great deficiency the failure meet 
the assortment requirements. The textile supervisory 
board provides for the production 100 articles. 
these, including sheet material, have not been produced. 
The Red Textile factory fulfilled the assortment plan 
only percent. There are insufficient quantities 
men’s underwear, sportswear, stockings, shoes and other 
articles. Zasulauka Manufactura, Bolshevist, Kur- 
zemes Manufactura, Riga Textiles, Textiniana, and 
Pioneer factories all owe their customers over hundred 
thousand rubles worth first quality merchandise. 

“Out scheduled construction projects, only have 
been started. The Bolshevist factory building apart- 
ment house for its employees which was finished 
last fall, but the work still going on. Kindergartens 
both the Aurora and Zasulauka Manufactura plants 


have not been finished. The government Plan must 
considered law, and non-compliance should not 
tolerated.” 


Radio Riga broadcast July contradicts Cina’s 
report and blames the workers for any deficiences: 


“The State Statistical Board has published survey 
disclosing that quite few industrial enterprises have 
not met their quarterly requirements. For example, the 
Jelgava flax mill has completed only percent the 
quarterly plan, the Daugavpils railway depot—91 per- 
cent, the Riga Cement Plant—96 percent. summariz- 
ing these reports can stated that, general, the 
success and achievements Latvian workers are well 
below expectations. But see reason for this lack 
efficiency. This proved the fact that the majority 
ministries and enterprises have completed the quar- 
terly requirements and even surpassed them. The main 
cause for these deficiencies poor organization.” 


Lithuania 
Lithuania Tiesa (Vilnius), August disclosed: 


“According the report the Board Statistics 
the Lithuanian SSR, the plan for industrial and agricul- 
tural production, well for the turnover merchan- 
dise, was fulfilled 104 percent for the second quarter 
this year. The enterprises belonging the Central 
Government the USSR fulfilled the plan 105 per- 
cent and those belonging the local authorities, 103 
percent.” 


The aims foreseen the Plan which were not atttained 


during the second quarter the year are listed follows: 


Electric power percent 
Nails 
Horseshoes 
Bricks 
Roofing (rolled material) 
Tiles 
Furniture 
Hard leather 
Sheepskin 
Fish 
Meat 
Sausages and smoked meat products 
Butter 
Beer 
Vegetable oil 


The Board Statistics pointed out that the three Minis- 
tries—of the Local, Light and Food Industries—have not 
fulfilled the quarterly production plan for the most impor- 
tant items, although they have met over-all quotas for this 
quarter. 


“New Planning Method” 


The bureaucratic centralism the Czechoslovak plan- 
ning authorities known have often resulted burden- 
some paper wars, insufficient utilization resources, and 
forceful but vain attempts push through the impossible. 
July 15, the Party and government decreed so-called 
new planning method designed overcome these 
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culties. Jozef Pucik, head the State Planning Office, said 
his speech before Party rally July 24, reported 
Rude Pravo (Prague), July 25: 


“The old system planning did not sufficiently respect 
principles democratic centralism [nor] the law pro- 
portion, which, the realm the Socialist economy, 
one the most important laws. 

“One the main features the new planning method 
that dispense with the usual working out 
overall Plan. Instead, the Plan will worked out the 
basis control figures, endorsed the Government, 
outlining the most important targets for production 
capital goods and the development our national econ- 
omy. Locally, the Plan will worked out the minis- 
tries for the various branches industry; regionally, 
the Regional National Committees; and nationally 
the State Planning Board. Drafts the Plan will then 
submitted the government for investigation and 
approval. 


“The State Plan will outline the chief targets, while 
the individual plants will free fulfill those targets 
the most appropriate means. The old system plan- 
ning kept the ministries and plants too much under 
The new method provides for the participation 
the masses higher level. 

“To ensure the working out the Plan the Central 
Committee the Czechoslovak Communist Party and 
the Government our Republic have laid down several 
provisions, which the most important are follows: 


plans individual plants, enterprises and 
ministries must supported scientifically devised 
technical-economic progressive norms capacity, norms 
required work for the production basic products, 
consumption raw materials, fuels, and 
Bookkeeping and statistical controls must improved 
controls made more pronounced. Ministries must 
cleanse production plans any secondary productions 
that have market and are not demanded the Plan, 
and must concentrate all efforts the production 
basic commodities necessary our All 
ministries must methodically control the fulfillment 
the State Plan, and discover the reasons for non-fulfill- 


ment. imperative, too, that they take measures 
which would ensure that, cases gross negligence 
and disobedience State discipline, the offenders 
handed over the 


Mineral Discoveries 


The recent discovery Hungary such minerals 
bentonite has resulted extensive efforts locate even 
more mineral sources and exploit fully those already 
available. Magyar Nemzet (Budapest), August wrote 
that: “the first Hungarian-made seismographic apparatus 
for the detection minerals under construction one 
our precision instrument factories. This new apparatus 
far superior any used the past. Previously, these 
precision instruments were supplied the Soviet Union.” 
And the Budapest daily, Szabad Nep, July 17, published 
article concerning the exploitation mineral resources 
during the last few years: 
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“Before the liberation Hungary, our country was 
generally recognized rather poor natural resources. 
Experts were aware the existence various minerals 
even then, but closer examination and exploitation was 
prevented the selfish interest the capitalists. 

“As result recent prospecting, our coal producing 
territory has increased 100 percent since the liberation, 
and further increase expected the end the Five 
Year Plan. The mining lead and zinc will start next 
year and expected that production will soon cover 
the needs our entire country. Prospecting for copper- 
ore has already produced spectacular results. Private 
prospecting, with the aid Soviet experts, has been 
very successful discovering manganite. These newly 
discovered territories will assure not only our own re- 
quirements, but leave considerable amounts for export. 

“Under the guidance Soviet experts, more and more 
areas rich bauxite are being discovered. the past 
there was scarcity iron ore our country but recent 
discoveries open tremendous possibilities for the future. 
bauxite and iron ore. The latter will used steel 
production the furnaces Sztalinvaros. Recently 
have discovered valuable minerals, the existence which 
was never even suspected. 

“Large-scale exploitation oil was started 1948 but 
reached its peak 1951 the result Soviet assist- 
ance. Before the liberation, only knew the oil 
fields Hathaza, but since then, six other oil fields 
have been discovered.” 


Concerning oil production particular, Szabad Nep 
wrote July 


“Workers the Nagykanizsa oil concern, located near 
the Lispe-Szentadorjan fields the Southern part 
Trans-Danubia, have achieved new peak production 
during the shifts devoted Korea. Drilling wells 
new oil field the depth 1300 meters, they achieved 
meter daily average, which exceeded all their pre- 
vious accomplishments. The time required erect the 
drill and equipment was reduced from two and half 
days one and half days, and for dismantling, from 
one and three quarters days one day.” 


And July 26, Magyar Nemzet published long article 
praising the nine scientists who have discovered the exist- 
ence bentonite Hungary, for which they were 
awarded 100,000 forints (about $9,000). The article fur- 
ther revealed that there committee working study 
the uses this new mineral various industrial fields. 


“Bentonite, our second most important mineral after 
bauxite, already used industrial fields. has be- 
come indispensable the building industry, particularly 
the construction underground trains 
tions. important asset the textile industry and 
will revolutionize Hungarian metallurgy. The discovery 
bentonite will influence our whole industry and there- 
the Five Year Plan. Until now, have been forced 
import bentonite from America and pay for hard 
currency. Now are able supply other People’s 
Democracies with bentonite and export considerable 
amounts the West. have already received hard 
currency valued several million forints return for 
bentonite.” 
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New Oil Refinery 
Details concerning the new Cerrick Oil Refinery were 


given talk English Radio Tirana, June 20: 


“Albania country rich oil, and the new refinery, 
one the great construction projects under the Five 
Year Plan, will mean that she will longer need 
import petroleum but will able export it. The 
construction the refinery will entail the use 22,000 
cu. concrete, 105,000 cu. stone, gravel and 
sand, 800 tons cement, 25,000 cu. timber and 
other materials. kilometers road will built 
the construction site, and 3,000 workers will employed. 
The construction and the installation will completed 
December 31, 1954. thermal power station gen- 
erating 5,200 kw., will built furnish the necessary 
power. new railway line will connect the refinery with 
the Tirana-Elbasas railway. petroleum conveyor-system 
will also built from the city Stalin the refinery. 
All the modern machinery for the refinery sup- 
plied the Soviet Union.” 


WAGES AND PRICES 


The daily living expenses citizen any the 
captive countries Eastern Europe are extremely high 
judged the discrepancy between wages 
Special privileges are extended skilled workers who are 
major importance the Communist drive for indus- 
trialization, but the non-skilled, the aged, the retired, and 
those not useful the regime and without power, are 
the mercy living scale constantly being weighted 
against them. 


According recent escapees from Bulgaria, the standard 
living that country has reached unprecedented low. 


“After eight years Communist regime Bulgaria, 
the last monetary reform has resulted such heavy 
reduction living standards that the population 
virtually reduced the meager ration black bread 
and water. Workers, civil servants, salaried employees, 
all compare their present lot with that the prewar 
years. 1939, when miner bought his kilo white 
bread for 5.78 leva, was earning leva per day. 
Now pays leva for the same bread out leva 
day’s salary. 

“The peasantry has suffered most from the monetary 
reform. 1951 the government paid 1,500 old leva for 
each quintal wheat delivered. This was already 
fraud, since the open market, the peasant could have 
sold the same quantity for 8,000 leva. With the Reform, 
the peasant gets only new leva for the 1,500 formerly 
received, and the purchasing power those new 
leva much less. the past, could buy 6.2 kilos 
sugar with that money, while now able buy 
only 1.5 kilos. 

“That why people are filled with sadness and des- 
peration. Most tragic the situation artisans, pen- 
sioners, aged and jobless people who lived their sav- 
ings funds raised through the sale real estate. 


Some them had deposits 600,000 old leva, which 
would have enabled them live for several years. But 
with the monetary reform they received only 
thousand leva which they cannot survive even for 
year. 
The reports included the following post-monetary 
reform prices: 


Wine liter 14.40 8h. min. 
Pencil 0.60 0h. min. 
Electricity kwh 0.80 
Rent, monthly per room 
Rent, monthly kitchen (useof) 
Brandy liter 40.16 
Woolen blanket liter 210.00 120h. 
Leather brief-case 440.00 min. 
Bath robe 240.00 137h. 
Handkerchief 4.40 min. 
Alarm clock 

Street-car ticket 0.20 min. 
Theater ticket 8.00 4h. min. 
Kerosene liter 2.40 1h. min. 
Movie ticket 2.40 min. 


Czechoslovak Difficulties 


note irony sounded several the critical news 
items which have been appearing the Czechoslovak 
press. According Zemedelske Noviny (Prague), August 
some villages are getting supplies bread only twice 
weekly and long queues are formed front the shops: 


“Cooperative members Slavetice the Trebic re- 
gion complain that the local shop receives the bread sup- 
ply late p.m. Therefore, most the villagers 
assemble front the shop, because everybody eager 
buy bread. This causes great delay, especially during 
the harvest when every minute counts. Congestion 
getting worse, because the bread supplier—the Pardu- 
bice-Jihlava Mills, Valec branch—delivers bread only 
twice week.” 


Mlada Fronta (Prague), July 25: 


“Members the local group the Czechoslovak 
Youth League Hanovice, district Litovel, find 
trouble because they followed the appeal 
the District Committee the Czechoslovak Youth 
League take care certain acreage arable land. 
The group asked the Local National Committee 
allotted field, which they would call ‘Youth Field’ and 
which they would cultivate, giving the harvested crop 
the State. They were given field acres. The Youth 
League members cultivated carefully and are hoping 
for good crop. 

“Recently they were notified the Local National 
Committee that they must fulfill their delivery duties 
and are required deliver 200 eggs annually. The 


Comrades wondered who among them had the same 
abilities hen and could lay eggs order fulfill 
the order the Local National Committee.” 


Lud (Bratislava), July 


“Ice cream not only inferior Bratislava—in spite 
the fact that large quantities are sold—but other 
towns are better off. pay 12-15 koruny [25-30 
cents] for dish bad ice cream containing neither 
milk nor eggs bit too 
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And the column “Tribuna” Lidova Demokracie 
(Prague), July 12, gives rather blunt answer one 
its correspondents: 


aged woman drawing old age pension and support 
relative, girl not yet age, and invalid pen- 
sioner. have been deprived ration cards. What can 
that can get ration cards again? Hradec.’ 
“No exceptions can made cases such yours.” 


Miner’s Benefits 


The Romanian Agerpress Wire revealed July 
broadcast that Premier Gheorghiu-Dej had delivered 
long speech dealing with the coal mining industry and 
its workers, which said that the end 1951 over 
175,000 square meters dwellings had been built for the 
miners and libraries and clubs had been opened. 
also boasted that real wages miners have gone 
1.5 times compared with 1938. 

With regard general economic conditions, the so- 
cailed stabilization prices following the Monetary Re- 
form, Gheorghiu-Dej admitted that the situation 
way ideal: 

few products only—meat, fats and milk—are 

priced level above commercial State prices, and this 

would decrease their prices the non-organized mar- 
ket. This situation consequence the incomplete 


realization the collection and acquisition plan for 
these 

“Instead the present salary system based cate- 
gories, new system based function will intro- 
duced. Basic wages will established lei per day. 
Brigadiers from the chief works will receive addi- 
tional percent. Those whose brigades all workers 
fulfill their quotas, will receive percent more. The 
present system progressive piece work rates will also 
improved. Workers from the major mines will receive 


triple wages for excess production, instead the present 
system which excess production percent 
paid twofold and production over that, threefold. In- 
stead getting percent for surpassing his norm 
percent, the miner will receive percent. Foremen, 
engineers and technicians, whose work contributes the 
increase the number work cycles realized, will get 
bonus equal percent basic monthly wages for 
every cycle. 

new bonus system for contract workers, engineers, 
technicians, office employees, and qualified underground 
workers will get bonuses percent basic wages 
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for implementing the production plan the sector. 
Management personnel will awarded bonuses 
percent for the same reason. For every excess per- 
centage the former group will receive percent basic 
wages and the latter percent. 

“New dwellings will constructed and financial help 
will granted miners. Labor protection measures will 
likewise taken.” 


Radio Belgrade, commenting living conditions 


Romania, said May 13: 


“The monetary reform has drastically reduced wages 
and created high prices. 

“The average daily wage lei, which amounts 
kilos bread and one kilo meat. The Ro- 
manian worker has toil days earn kilo oil, 
which, under the rationing system, being supplied 
totally insufficient quantities. 

“The current savings drive has entailed large-scale 
dismissals workers. Increasing production 100 
percent while reducing wages percent seems the only 
way fulfill the Five Year Plan.” 


Fishermen’s Wages 


Polish ship’s officer who recently jumped ship, de- 


scribes the conditions the Polish fishing fleet: 


“Before 1951, Polish fishermen received wages but 
were paid cash worth percent their catch. The 
skipper fishing vessel received five percent, and the 
first engineer received 1.5 percent the gross value 
the catch, plus 570 zlotys month and additional 
fixed fee because his professional standing. catch 
amounted 100-120 tons and fisherman could earn 
from 2,000 3,000 zlotys month [in terms the 
new currency]. 

“However, when the collective bargaining system was 
introduced the beginning the 1951 herring season, 
the above conditions changed and since that time fisher- 
men have been getting fixed wages. The present monthly 
wages are follows: 


Skipper 540 zlotys plus 1.50 percent gross value the catch 
Ist Engineer 540 1.00 “ 6 6 “ 
2nd Engineer 540 “ 85 6 “ 6 “ 
Senior 

fisherman 540 “ “ 6 “ 
Junior 

Trimmer 480; “ “ 35 “ “ 6 “ “os “ 
Apprentice 


“Another condition the new collective bargaining 
system that the fishermen vessel have pay 
percent the value the nets accidentally lost 
sea. This percentage rather high, net costs 
about 25,000-30,000 zlotys. 

contrary former practice and without 
any real precedent, catch containing the same quality 
and kind fish valued three different prices. 
For example, put catch 100 tons, tons 
are considered first quality and are priced 2.80 
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zlotys per kg.; tons are considered second 
quality and priced zlotys kg.; while the rest 
considered third quality and priced 1.70 zlotys 
kg. This arbitrary pricing with the largest part the 


catch considered third quality, diminishes the per- 
centage profits the fishermen.” 


Estonian, who was forced flee his country, presents 


the following picture life Communist-dominated 
nation. 


“Every worker must participate so-called ‘commu- 

nity 100 hours summer—repairing 

Streets, planting trees, helping with construction jobs, 
etc., for which receives salary. This ‘voluntary,’ 
participation parades, meetings, etc., which, to- 
gether with ‘community work,’ take Sundays and 
most free time. 

“Workers are entitled two-week vacation yearly. 
But wrong think that workers spend their vaca- 
tions seashore resort. Hardly one thousand can 
enjoy such luck and then reported all the news- 
papers and broadcast the radio. Uusually workers 
are ‘requested’ spend their vacations working 
factory-adopted kolkhoz. 

“The salary worker about 400-700 rubles per 
month, from which percent deducted for direct 

and 10-15 percent ‘loan’ the State (aver- 
age—one month’s salary). Single and married people 


“One source support for the kolhozniks the small 
strip private land. Until recently every 
family was even allowed cows. Since 1950, the situa- 
tion has grown steadily worse. Because the lack 
food, the kolkhoz cows died hunger and private cows 
were sold slaughtered. Last summer, some kolkhoz 
chairmen permitted the remaining private cows enter 
the kolkhoz paddocks along with the kolkhoz cattle. But 
they were replaced and punished for violation the 
kolkhoz constitution. The damage which ,the private 
cows had done kolhoz economy eating kolkhoz 
grass was estimated more than the value the cow. 
the cow was taken over the kolkhoz and the former 
owner had pay the rest the damage with more 
workdays. 

“Estonians never forget the fate those who are de- 
clared kulaks relatives kulaks. They are deported 
Siberia, and the passports their families are 
stamped ‘ineligible for work’, and neither kolkhozes nor 
factories are allowed employ them. Many have com- 


who not have children have pay percent tax 
which popularly called ‘bachelors tax’. 


mitted suicide, collapsed from hunger, have been de- 
ported Siberia. kolkhoz chairman Party secre- 
tary dislikes person, they can stamp him kulak 
‘bourgeois nationalist’ and the unfortunate person has 
future Soviet Estonia. 

“Conditions sovkhozes are somewhat better than 
kolkhozes. The workers sovkhozes receive their wages 
the same basis factory workers, and their salary 
does not depend the harvest. 

“Relatively, the best conditons exist the fishing 
kolkhozes. Fishermen are paid according the govern- 
ment regulated prices for fish, and the more fish they 


catch, the more money they get. said that some 
fishermen earn 1,500 rubles month. But accord- 
ing stories now circulating, the present income 
fishermen will reduced new regulations, which 
will lower the price fish. Present rates will paid 
only for fish caught excess the norms.” 


included the following price list his report: 


Rubles 

Rye bread kg.) 
Butter kg.) 
Margarine kg.) 
Meat 

Pork 

Smoked ribs 
Potatoes 1-2 
Cigarettes 
Vodka (1/ liter) 
Suit 800 
Raincoat 1200 
Shirt 100 
shoes 450 
Women’s shoes 400 
Hat 125 
Socks 
Wrist watch 250-400 
Bicycle 800 
Radio 800 


“There also blackmarket sugar, white flour, 
groats, and high quality bread.” 


list wage and prices has been prepared exiled 
Lithuanian (the dollar-ruble rate 1:4) 


Monthly Salaries: Rubles 
Unskilled worker 300-400 
Skilled worker 
Clerk 350-400 
Policeman 500 
Mailman 
First-aid man 310 
Nurse 
Movie operator 450 
Grammar school teacher 500 
High school principal 1500 
Dentist 500 
Jailer 1500 
Lieutenant 1200 
Captain 1700 
Major 2000-3000 
Factory manager 1500 
University professor 2000-3000 
Minister State 10000-15000 

Prices: 

Food: Rubles 
Popular (20) 
Cigarettes—“Aurora” (20) 1.60 
Bread kg.) 1.65-1.85 
Butter kg.) 
Beef kg.) 10.00-15.00 
Pork kg.) 18.00-22.00 
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Bacon kg.) 30.00-40.00 
Sausage kg.) 30.00 
Milk liter) 2.50 
Potatoes kg.) 1.30 
Sugar kg.) 12.00 
Flour kg.) 6.00 
Wine bottle) 15.00-20.00 
Brandy liter) 44.00 
Beer bottle) 3.00 
Modest dinner 4.00-7.00 
Clothing: Rubles 
Women’s shoes 350.00-400.00 
Men’s shoes 
Czechoslovak men’s shoes 457.00 
Women’s silk stockings 40.00-50.00 
socks 8.00 
Men’s silk socks 15.00 
Dress 120.00 
Suit 1500.00 
Man’s coat 1500.00 
shirt 100.00 
Man’s hat 100.00 
Leather gloves with woolen lining 40.00 
Canvas slippers 60.00-100.00 
Synthetic silk meter) 55.00-80.00 
Genuine silk meter) 200.00-300.00 
Cotton meter) 8.00-14.00 
Woolen cloth 250.00-350.00 
Miscellaneous: Rubles 
Man’s watch (cheap) 200.00-600.00 
Women’s watch 400.00 
Leather briefcase 500.00 
Ordinary fountain pen 50.00 
Bicycle 600.00-800.00 
Cheap camera 150.00 
Good camera 1000.00 
Cheapest radio 
tubes) 200.00 
Good radio 1200.00 
Electric iron 80.00 
Sewing machine 900.00 
Chair 40.00-50.00 
Buffet 2000.00-3000.00 
Sofa 600.00-1500.00 
Aluminum pot 50.00-60.00 
Motorcycle 5000.00 


(like the German 8000.00 
Automobile “Plobieda” 


(like Chevrolet) 18000.00 
Gold pocket watch 2000.00 
Services: Rubles 
Taxi km.) 2.00 
Bus ticket for one stop 0.60 
Railroad ticket 3rd class 
(Kaunas-Mazeikiai) 
(Vilnius-Maskva) 100.00 
Rent: Rubles 
Room 15.00 
apartment nationalized 40.00-70.00 
house 


apartment private house 120.00 
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THE AGRICULTURAL FRONT 


Over the past few months great deal attention has 
been given complaints and criticisms against officials, 
organizations, and workers regard plan fulfillment, 
Party line deviation, and the continual annoyance petty 
resistance. Independent farmers and “kulaks” are the chief 
victims, but whenever more spectacular one avail- 
able—such Ana Pauker—no hesitation shown 
condemning high officials. Shortages persist, and the prog- 
ress the grain collection drive closely followed with 
heavy emphasis worker-peasant relationships. 


“They Themselves Break the Law” 


Hungary, Szabad Nep’s (Budapest) leading article 
June 17, “Grain Collection—The Great Duty Our 
Councils”, devoted the inadequacies the local 
councils: 


“The success the grain collection depends first and 
foremost the councils—the local organs State 
The councils did good work the land this 
spring, but these results are insufficient. [At present, 
they] are [far too] lenient toward the lax and tardy, and 
they themselves break the law. Village council chair- 
men often leave the work collection their secre- 
taries and accountants and fail make this task the 
central duty the entire council machinery. such 
villages, there one supervise execution the 
law. The conceit, over-confidence and opportunism 
which they give rise, become the allies the enemy, 
was stated the latest meeting the Central Executive. 
These faults prevent the exploitation superior 
strength and the annihilation the beaten enemy. 
Where the council does not enforce the law, and where 
there complacency, the kulak will always profit. 

“Another fault the work the councils that 
many them seem forget all about the class enemy. 
They behave though there were kulaks their 
villages. This year’s hay collection figures show this. 
According the latest reports, the kulaks fulfilled their 
surrender obligations for hay more than per- 
cent. The first days grain collection show that coun- 
cils not demand that the kulaks hand their quota 
from the machine, that is, immediately after the thresh- 
ing completed. 

“The only way unmask the kulaks effectively 
gain constant mass support. Produce collection vast 
task that the council alone cannot cope with it. Honest 
peasants will glad cooperate, especially since 
their interest that the village given the right 
market its surpluses the free market soon pos- 
sible; but experience shows that the councils not seek 
recruit the services peasants with good production 
records. 

“Party branches can guarantee the success this year’s 
produce collection regularly supervising the work 
the councils and indefatigably providing the finest 
instruction for the workers the council machinery. 
The aim must see that Constitution Day, Au- 
gust 20, every village the country, having fulfilled its 
surrender obligations, has gained the right sell the 
free market.” 
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“Unpermissibly Slow Progress” 


The Romanian daily newspaper Scanteia (Bucharest), 
printed series four editorials the space month 
—June July 16—dealing with serious deficiencies 
noted the regime’s collectivization efforts and especially 

the grave consequences last year’s grain-collection 
plan failure. 

The first article, published June 17, deplored “the 
unpermissibly slow progress” made the creation agri- 
cultural associations. This has been due especially the 
results right-wing deviationists, whose main exponent 
was Vasile Luca. His deviationist line, contrary that 
the Party, was directed against the creation and develop- 
ment associations for joint tilling the was 
also due the fact that Comrade Ana Pauker, who was 
responsible the government and Party for agricultural 
problems, adopted attitude supporting Luca’s right-wing 
deviation and herself deviated from the Party line. 


“One the important manifestations deviation 
was that Comrade Ana Pauker, her work with the 
Ministry Agriculture, did not devote herself the 
application the decisions March and relating 
agricultural associations, and had delayed for nearly 
year the drafting model statutes the new type 
associations.” [The “new type associations” are perma- 
nent peasant associations—hardly different from the Col- 
lective farms—which plowmen join “freely” order 
have their land jointly 


result these deviations and the lack interest 
the problems the Machine-Tractor Stations “into 
which large number oppositionist elements had pene- 
trated”, many regions “very few agricultural associations 
were created.” Because this, tractors and machinery 
placed the disposal the peasants the workers 
have not been used, “although thousands working 
peasants want associations.” 

The other three editorials discussed the failure last 
year’s collection campaign. The first, June 
20, stated that “last year the collection campaign was not 
fulfilled some regions and districts within the stipulated 
time limits. This campaign particular economic and 
political significance, for enables the State insure the 
provisioning industry with raw materials and the pop- 
ulation with food supplies. also provides efficient 
means for restricting the activities speculators and kulaks 
and for influencing the free market.” Scanteia goes 
say that quotas “must increased percent and 
those who evade collection must identified, assessed with 
the proper quotas and severely punished.” 


its next editorial, June 28, the paper expressed 
concern with the problem ensuring uninterrupted 
food supply for urban workers: 


“Although had better harvest last year than ever 
before, and the peasant farms yielded larger surpluses 
agricultural produce, the market was not sufficiently 
supplied. large extent, this was due the fact 
that the opportunist group which has arisen within the 


Party pursued policy undermining the collection 
plan and favoring and sheltering the kulaks, who were 
they hampered the town-village trade, thus facilitating 
the enrichment kulaks and town speculators. 

“All this has led weakening the town-village 
exchanges, weakening the pre-reform leu, 
stimulation the capitalist elements the villages, and 
weakening workers’ purchasing power. Right- 
wing deviationism, opportunism, and leniency toward 
opportunism, well the criminal actions the 
enemies the people with whom Vasile Luca sur- 
rounded himself the leadership the financial bank- 
ing system, have damaged the interests the workers 
and their children. 


Resistance Bulgaria 


some the other Iron Curtain countries, the cold 
wave which struck Bulgaria May did considerable 
damage early spring planting. result, this year’s 
crop far below last year’s and the government, 
effort save the situation, has issued decree ordering 
round-the-clock work and registry deliveries the field. 
Other decrees were also issued calling for census all 
land under cultivation, including the kind crop planted, 
census all domestic animals, and regulations for the 
protection crops from fire. 

The decree concerning fire regulations, printed Rabot- 
nichesko Delo (Sofia), July 14, applies more the pre- 
vention arson than fire fighting, including does, 
directives for the organization special groups (under the 
command the local police), whose duty main- 
tain 24-hour watch and “who must provided with 
firearms.” 


“We have watch the people’s bread supply carefully. 
Along with gathering the crop, must organize strict 
fire prevention groups order secure the fruit this 
year’s work. Our enemies will try sabotage and harm 
our socialist national economy much possible. 
the alert! Fires can caused carelessness, such 
the throwing lighted cigarettes, but they can also 
caused hidden enemies the people the State, 
who intend destroy our supply bread.” 


many places, peasants gather the crop hand, 
night, order keep small part for their personal 
needs. The Communist press has admit the existence 
such “anti-mechanization” moves, which result the im- 
possibility collecting the complete grain output. Another 
form resistance the careless work done the repair 
shops the Machine-Tractor Stations (MTS). June 
Rabotnichesko Delo complained: 


“The directors the MTS Lom deceived the dis- 
trict council Vratza saying that threshing ma- 
chines were repaired. When check was carried out, 
was revealed that these machines had not been 
repaired. 

“The MTS directorate the Ministry Agriculture 
not checking the repair work machines the MTS. 
not yet known when the MTS the Sofia and 


a en 


7 
7 
4 


7 


Plovdiv districts will ready with their The in- 
structors who have been sent assist are indifferent 
the shortcomings, and have not shown sufficient energy 
eliminating 


Such attacks against the Machine-Tractor Stations and 
their managers have been going for over two months. 
Almost all them have been criticized for bad manage- 
ment and carelessness machine maintenance, and 
Front (Sofia), July 24, editorialized: 


“In general, the threshing this year’s crop in- 
excusably delayed. The situation the districts 
Haskovo, Plovdiv, Russe, and Burgas especially bad. 
the districts Vratza, Pleven and Stara Zagora, the 
hourly graphs are unsatisfactorily fulfilled. the dis- 
trict Kolarovgrad, 168 threshing machines are inactive. 
the district Plovdiv, 114 threshing machines out 
332 not work. the district Bourgas, only one- 
third the machines are used. Such things are happen- 
ing all over the country, imperative that the peo- 
ple’s committees organize all farmers for round-the-clock 
work insure speedy harvest and threshing, and 
obtain compulsory deliveries. They must guard against 
enemy activity, kulak agitation and safeguard both crops 
and machines from arson, sabotage, and destruction.” 


State Farms and Kolkhozes 


State farms Poland have recently been under fire for 
deficits caused the Treasury the non-fulfillment 
the State delivery quotas, and for various abuses such 
stealing State property, and the intentional reduction 
Plan norms order obtain production premiums. 
meeting the Seventh Plenum the Central Com- 
mittee the United Workers’ Party, held Warsaw 


June, Maria Kaminska, Deputy Minister State farms, 


admonished: 


“Comrade Bierut’s speech contained severe criticism 
the State farms did the resolution the Party 
Politburo. First all must realize that the State 
farms 1951 were run deficit and that money which 
could spent the development industry was 
wasted, owing negligence and the theft State 
property. Deficits are shown even those State farms 
which have all the necessary conditions for develop- 
ment....” 


Hilary Chelchowski, Vice Premier and Minister State 
farms, complained about non-fulfillment delivery quotas: 


“In order obtain grain, often necessary fight 
the managers and group directors State farms and the 
Party Secretaries who back them. Often they desire 
keep grain for themselves, ‘for fodder, for regular and 
seasonal workers, and for those who come and those who 
away,’ and the result that grain disappears and be- 
comes scarcer from day spite the ex- 
periences last year, which the State farms brought 
serious losses the Treasury, the milk delivery quota 
was fulfilled only percent during the last months. 
Some regions have delivered even less this year. For ex- 
ample, the region Szczecin-North has far fulfilled 
the Plan only 67.9 percent and the region Elk, 65.4 


Economic 


percent. Similar situations exist the delivery of-meat 
and the first quarter, were faced with 
serious losses livestock.” 


Edmund Pszczolkowski, head the Agriculture Depart- 
ment the Central Committee the United Workers’ 
Party, pointed planning abuses: 


“We have come across many cases where production 
plans the State farms have been deliberately lowered 
comparison the achievements the previous year. 
The administration does this order secure produc- 
tion premiums for itself.” 


the same meeting, Boleslaw Bierut criticized the un- 
even distribution kolkhozes: 


“Out 3,359 Productive Cooperatives existence 
June 1952, half are situated four Voyevodships: 
Wroclaw, Szczecin, Poznan, Koszalin [all Western 
Poland]. take into account the Voyevodships 
Bydgoszcz and Opole, appears that two thirds the 
Productive Cooperatives are situated one third the 
Voyevodships, which means that the movement devel- 
oping unevenly. The weakest results are the Voyevod- 
ships Katowice, Kielce, Kracow, Bialystok, and Zielona 
Gora. The number Productive Cooperatives this 
area are being between and 91. The greatest number 
Productive Cooperatives Wroclaw Voyevodship 
which has one fifth the total number.” 


Roman Zambrowski, Secretary the Central Commit- 
tee the United Workers’ Party, explained that the rate 
development also uneven: 


“In the first half 1950, had 911 Productive Co- 
operatives; the first half 1951, 3,054; and the 
first June 1952, 3,362. Between June 1950 and 1951, 
2,143 new Cooperatives were organized, while between 
June 1951 and 1952, only 308 were established.” 


Estonian “Bacteria” 


Falsification records common vice Communist- 
dominated areas. means whereby production units, 
industrial agricultural, try justify their work, claim 
excessive productivity receive bonuses, and evade the 
consequences falling behind various plans. The prac- 
tice seems general Estonia. Rahva Haal (Tallinn), 
April 26, devoted three column article reporter 
Rannes the subject: 


“What wrong with the Undeva sovkhoz? The 
Undeva sovkhoz ill. strong, vital organism has been 
infected with bacteria. not need microscope 
find these bacteria—they are people without con- 
science, who are secure and have well paid jobs 
followed]: The harvest was shown greater than actu- 
ally was; loads manure listed weighing 500 kg. 
actually weighed only 200 kg.; the amount work ac- 
complished was declared greater order obtain 
higher salaries; scales were set best serve the interests 
the sovkhoz director; the sovkhoz accountant sub- 
mitted false statements the government bank; the 
bookkeeper has mixed all the books. 
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The Molotov Plan 


Economics Soviet Imperialism 


1945 Eastern Europe was state economic chaos 
caused war, years Nazi occupation and exploita- 
tion, and Red Army looting and plundering. Seri- 
ously weakened the war, the USSR was until mid-1947 
unable and unwilling help the rehabilitation the 
newly liberated countries. Instead, UNRRA poured $1,404 
millions aid into the area (excluding the former enemy 
countries, Romania and Bulgaria), and the extended 
credits some $162 UNRRA was nonpolitical 
and the Soviet Union was anxious prolong its contribu- 
tions because relieved her the task strengthening 
Satellite economies and provided additional channel 
for bolstering her own. UNRRA was terminated early 
1947 and September that same year, the Cominform 
was into being. One its major aims was pre- 
vent the orientation the captive countries towards West- 
ern democracies and discourage participation the 
Marshall Plan. orders abstain from the 
Marshall Plan organization were carried out spite 
the fact that several the East European countries, not- 
ably Czechoslovakia and Poland, were eager included. 
Forbidden deal with the West (with the exception 
Czechoslovakia), and aided but little the USSR, the 
captive countries launched programs for economic recovery 
based interstate cooperation. These plans projected in- 


creases industrialization with simultaneous improvement 


living standards. The agreements were local, national- 
istic character, and generally bilateral. But the USSR 
had other plans. Because had insisted non-participa- 
tion the Marshail Plan, the Soviet Union, both for polit- 
ical and economic reasons, had offer substitute scheme 
the Satellite governments. Also, the USSR was irrevoca- 
bly opposed this economic bloc-building, because she was 
intent creating the captive countries maximal polit- 
ical and economic dependence the Soviet Union. The 
USSR began complete reorganization East European 
economy and redirection its trade planning centered 
Soviet economic needs and aspirations. change this 
nature required organization carry out, and 
January 1949, representatives Poland, Czechoslovakia, 


Special Feature 


Hungary, Romania, Bulgaria, and the USSR met Mos- 
cow and established KOMEKON, the Council for Mutual 
Economic Aid, and popularly known the Molotov Plan. 


KOMEKON’S Organization 


The Council was composed general assembly, 
held rotation each the member nations, with the 
host country occupying the chair. its inception, nothing 
was said the Council’s Executive Committee, but now its 
permanent headquarters are Moscow. The general as- 
sembly has been called into session only once, August 
1949, when Bulgaria was host. Since then, the Executive 
Committee, originally headed Anastas Mikoyan, Soviet 
Minister Foreign Trade and member the Politburo, 
has taken over the functions the Council. Offices 
KOMEKON are partly the Kremlin, partly Kitai- 
gorod, the old section Moscow, and its two thousand 
employees, percent are Soviet citizens. Work divided 
into six departments: planning, investments, foreign trade, 
labor, finance, and raw materials. Officially, the purpose 
the Molotov Plan make more efficient the use mem- 
ber nations’ economic resources, facilitate exchange 
goods, build basis for mutual credit agreements, and, 
general, replace the captive countries’ bilateral trade with 
multilateral trade. 

actual fact, however, KOMEKON operates somewhat 
differently. Its fundamental purpose integrate East 
European industry into the Soviet economy and doing 
create bloc economic power which will increase pro- 
duction and eventually provide surplus with which 
enter the world market. this respect the Molotov Plan 
resembles the Nazi “New Order,” with this significant dif- 
ference: Germany wanted Eastern Europe’s raw materials 
exchange for industrial goods whereas Russia wants their 
industrial goods exchange for her raw materials. (Dr. 
Karl Clodius, once chief German Foreign Trade, was 
captured the Russians Bucharest September, 
and sometimes credited the architect both plans.) 
The Molotov Plan also way establishing forward 
military, political and economic bastion for the Soviet 
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Empire. The USSR now has three industrial-military bases. 
The first, East Europe, composed especially Eastern 
Germany, Czechoslovakia, Poland and Hungary, which 
serve the advanced base for Soviet designs dominate 
Western Europe. Russia’s natural economic basin lies the 
Caucasus, the Ukraine, Moscow and Leningrad. Her third 
base the Asiatic centers the Urals, Kuznieck, Kara- 
ganda, the Far East. addition, the development East 
Europe useful for military purposes, providing the USSR 
with advanced bases and huge repair shop for her war 
machinery. 

The immediate objectives the Molotov Plan are aid 
the reconstruction and strengthening the USSR its 
neighbors, the industrialization East Europe, and the re- 
direction trade from the West the Soviet Union. 
All these goals are being approached coordinately 
KOMEKON. Reconstruction the USSR being accom- 
plished various ways. Troops have been quartered 
and paid for the captive countries. Factories have been 
dismantled and sent into the Soviet Union. Goods are de- 
livered Russia below world market prices, and direct 
confiscations, “gift” deliveries, and deliveries credit have 
also been exploited. Russia has not differentiated between 
booty and reparations and the confusion terms has en- 
riched her and depleted East European resources. 

Discussion the Molotov Plan complicated several 
factors. For one thing, its operations are cloaked secrecy. 
Almost nothing published about KOMEKON either 
the Soviet Satellite press. Further, since 1948, there has 
been statistical blackout East Europe, and those statis- 
tics which are released are either unreliable meaningless. 
(The USSR has not published comprehensive statistics 
since the mid-1930’s.) addition, generalizations about 
the operations KOMEKON must always checked 
against Soviet adjustments for specific national situations. 
For example, the treatment Poland and Czechoslovakia 
former allies differs from that Romania and Hungary 
former enemies, and the treatment Bulgaria falls 
somewhere between the two. 


Istvan Friss’ Speech 


Istvan Friss member the Central Committee 
the Hungarian Workers’ [Communist] Party and chief 
the section for Economic Policy. old-time, Musco- 
vite Bolshevik and pupil and follower the well-known 
Soviet economist, Eugen Varga, also Hungarian birth. 
one the few speeches specifically devoted 
Istvan Friss discussed its functions Hun- 
gary the University Economic Sciences Budapest 
March 18. The speech, published under the title, “Eco- 
nomic Collaboration Between the Soviet Union and the 
European People’s Democracies,” the Hungarian-Soviet 
Economic Review* (Budapest), April 1952, significant 
one. Although deals mainly with Hungary, the speech 
generally applicable the operations KOMEKON 


complete text available the Research and Publica- 
tions Service. 
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throughout Soviet-dominated Europe. The frequent quota- 
tions from the speech this article are intended define 
contrast both the expressed aims and actual perform- 
ance the Molotov Plan. 

Relationships between the Cominform and KOMEKON 
are difficult document, but certain that the two 
agencies are coordinated, and possible that Eugen 
Varga the coordinator. Certainly, Cominform the 
Soviet instrument for political control, KOMEKON 
its instrument for economic control, and the combination 
the two the pattern Soviet imperialism. 


Reparations 
reparations, Friss said: 


“In the epoch imperialism, payment reparations 
became the most efficacious instrument oppression. 
After World War the victorious powers the Entente, 
mainly England and France, strove establish Ger- 
obligation pay reparations such manner 
bind the country hand and foot and make their 
satellite. the other hand, England and France had 
become strongly indebted America. This gave Amer- 
ica the opportunity, although she had claims against 
Germany, transform the entire reparation costs into 
debt credited the United States. 

“After the end World War II, the Soviet Union 
pursued totally different policy the question rep- 
arations. The sum imposed upon Hungary the peace- 
treaty, payable reparation (as was also the case with 
other did not even approach the cost the 
damage caused Horthy’s soldiers the Soviet Union. 
The Soviet Union demanded the payment reparations 
Hungarian industrial and agricultural products, de- 
termining them weighing the production capacity 
our national economy and ascertaining that the payment 
reparations would means endanger the satis- 
faction our own needs development. Beyond 
this, our reparations payable industrial goods played 
considerable part not only the resuscitation our 
heavy industry, but also bringing our heavy industry 


“Mixed 


The USSR’s policy with regard reparations has under- 
gone some changes. Originally, seemed that the Soviet 
Union was bent dismantling factories and equipment 
and shipping them Russia; now, industrial installations 
are left intact, but their production planned and utilized 
for Russian This reversal policy was caused 
several things. First, there was source skilled man- 
power the spot; second, the resettlement industrial 
installations was inefficient, and frequently killed the goose 
that laid the golden eggs; and most important, was 
way maintaining close control the captive countries. 
handle this, several new techniques have been devel- 
oped, the most important which simultaneous mana- 
gerial and exploitation control measure known the 
“mixed corporation,” which contributes handsomely the 
reconstitution Soviet economy. These “mixed corpora- 
tions” were originally claimed the USSR German 
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and Italian assets, and were transferred her under the 
terms the Hungarian, Romanian, and Bulgarian peace 
treaties, but frequently they were Jewish native assets. 
Russia thereby acquired some the best and most im- 
portant industrial installations East Europe. Ro- 
mania, these joint stock companies the name 
SOVROM, Hungary SOVHUNG, and East Ger- 
many Sovietische Aktiengesellschaft, generally known 
SAG. Only Poland and Czechoslovakia, with their status 
former allies, have far escaped this blessing.” 
Production from these firms considered extraterritorial, 
part Soviet economy, and cannot included repa- 
rations. These factory deliveries are listed “imports from 
the USSR” and are excluded from local production figures. 
They are tax-exempt and tariff-free well. Although their 
corporation charters stipulate that these companies shall 
jointly owned, the general manager technical adviser 
always Soviet these “mixed corporations,” 
Friss said: 

“The so-called mixed companies have gained consider- 
able importance collaboration between the Soviet 
Union and some the People’s 
have four these joint enterprises, half which are 
Soviet, half Hungarian hands: MASZOBAL, con- 
cerned with bauxite mining and the manufacturing 
aluminum oxide and aluminum; MASZOLAJ, for open- 
ing and working our oil wells outside the Trans- 
Danubian region; MASZOVLET, the sphere avia- 
tion; and MESZHART, the sphere navigation. 
These mixed companies are important from the Hun- 
garian point view for two reasons. the one hand, 
the Soviet Union contributes instruments production 
and transportation for the consolidation 
economy. the other hand, prominent Soviet 
technicians are now functioning our economy, 
bringing and sharing with their rich experience 
derived from important spheres Soviet production.” 


Soviet control has extended itself particularly heavy 
industry, transport, and those industries basie economic 
and military The “mixed company,” the joint 
construction industrial enterprises, mixed trade boards, 
loans and credits have all given the Soviets means con- 
trol. Technical collaboration has strengthened their hold 
the captive economies since Soviet technicians are used 
means supervisory and disciplinary control. These 
techniques are being used further integrate East Euro- 
pean economy into the Soviet pattern, and Friss reveals: 


“Standardization has gained extraordinary importance 
from the point view taking over highly developed 
technical and technological procedures, the saving 
material, the increase productive capacity and the de- 
crease overhead. The work standardization was 
facilitated the fact that the People’s Democracies have 
taken over ready condition the Soviet Union’s many 
thousand efficiently worked norms. 

another exceptionally important variety col- 
laboration took shape between the Soviet Union and the 
People’s Democracies. This scientific and technical col- 
laboration. Similar collaboration would undreamed 


capitalist countries [where] all scientific and 
technical achievements from which business might profit 
are treated closely guarded top secrets.” 


The Soviet press has been completely silent about these 
foreign holdings, unquestionably result the Leninist 
contention that possession productive forces abroad 
means exploitation foreign workers and therefore essen- 
tially form Since the Soviets disclaim any 
imperialistic ambitions behavior, mention the 
holdings the captive countries appears for home con- 
sumption. 


Heavy Industrialization 

Integration Satellite industry proceed further 
developing heavy industry the expense light industry. 
The bulk heavy industrialization carried the 
captive countries themselves with the Soviet Union chiefly 
responsible for supplying “technical aid.” Although line 
with the needs the USSR, emphasis heavy industry 
produces unbalanced economies and keeps living standards 
from being improved. For example, Czechoslovakia, 
highly industrialized country, forced enlarge its heavy 
industry out proportion its own needs and raw mate- 
rial base. Poland obliged develop iron and copper pro- 
duction spite the poor quality its ores, and the 
foundry industry expanded out all proportion Polish 
needs and raw material bases. The Molotov Plan, however, 
not concerned with making the captive countries inde- 
pendent economic units, but rather with welding them into 
economic bloc supplementing Soviet production. Also, 
since the standard living the USSR considerably 
below that the satellites, this technique serves the dual 
function providing the products heavy industry and 
keeping the standard living depressed while the Soviet 
Union brings its own living standards theirs. Friss 
recognizes some these difficulties 


“Some people our country said would difficult 
for extend our economic relations because the 
People’s Democracies are far from supplementing one 
another economically, but rather have abundances and 
shortages the same The circumstance, 
however, that all most are need importing cer- 
tain articles impels the members KOMEKON pool 
their efforts order combat common difficulties, 
laboring the same time the creation circum- 
stances under which they could totally abstain from im- 
porting any article from capitalist countries. 


Production objectives include the increase steel output, 
the mining low-grade iron ore, development power 
facilities and increased electrification coal-short areas, 
production capital equipment, particularly machine tools, 
intensified oil production and increased mining non- 
ferrous metals. this subject, Friss comments: 


“The development Hungarian industry, especially 
heavy industry, has always been desirable objective 
from the viewpoint progress, even the 
eyes the ruling capitalist The Soviet Union 
extends help for the creation new and huge works, 


which the People’s Democracies would unable real- 
ize their own. Such creations Hungary are the 
Stalin Ironworks, the Budapest subway express train, and 
the new large foundry Diosgyor. The largest foun- 
dry Poland, the Nova Huta, being constructed 
similar manner, well the powerful metallurgic com- 
bine Slovakia, the Danube-Black Sea Canal, the Scan- 
teia printing combine and the chemical combine named 
after Stalin, well the hydroelectric station named 
after Chervenko Bulgaria.” 


Autarky and Rearmament 


The USSR supplying heavy equipment and machine 
tools the captive countries, particularly Czechoslovakia, 
Poland, and Hungary, spite the fact that large scale 
shipments are precluded Soviet domestic demand. 
the Russian interest foster industrialization both 
economic and military measure since her emphases are 
rearmament and autarky for all East Europe. With 
East Europe aiming autarky and stressing heavy produc- 
tion, there decrease purchasing power for consumer 
goods. Satellite needs are chiefly for raw materials and ma- 
chine tools, needs which cannot met either intersatel- 
lite commerce trade with the Soviet Union. Instead, 
stocks machine tools and raw materials must supple- 
mented mainly trade with the West. Whether East-West 
trade will grow political and economic problem the 
first magnitude. For one thing, Western industry needs its 
war production for its own rearmament program, but 
willing—eager, fact—to sell consumer goods behind the 
Iron Curtain. The East, intent autarky through stepped- 
industrialization, and less concerned with increasing liv- 
ing standards, wants capital not consumer goods. These are 
the embargo list war potential materials for good 
political and economic reasons. Once the East European 
countries have progressed the point where they, 
combination with the Soviet Union, are approaching 
autarky (In spite Friss’ hope that “they could totally 
abstain from importing any article from capitalist coun- 
tries,” autarky is, fact, impossibility.), they will 
launch combined political and economic offensive 
the world market, not military one well, regardless 
all the talk coexistence. his speech, Friss points out: 

“The Soviet Union well the People’s Democracies 
endeavored maintain normal, good-neighborly rela- 
tions with capitalistic countries, living the Lenin- 
Stalin principle that ‘capitalist and socialist countries 
could live side side peace and collaboration’. 

“It was the end 1948 that Hungary began suf- 
fer increased measure the effects the United States’ 
discriminatory policy. The export licenses for articles 
were withdrawn. Among them were machine tools, basic 
materials for the manufacturing drugs and other 
chemicals; cogwheels, conical cogwheels, milling cutters, 
portal cutters, cone-wheel planes, engraving machines, 
sheet cutters Resorcine, Diphenilamine, analytical 


chemicals and active gas-soot, among the drugs and other 
chemicals. 


“These goods not possess exclusively war- 
industrial character, but are generally important tools 
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peaceful construction. Naturally, since modern war 
many articles are necessary which may also used 
peaceful production, these machines and chemicals may 
suitable for manufacturing war materials. Few 
machines and chemicals exist which some form 
other might not contribute the manufacturing war 
materials, least serve the economic activity 
belligerent state.” 


East-West Trade 


Because the USSR unable furnish all the needs con- 
nected with East European industrialization programs, and 
herself anxious import materials through the medium 
captive country trade with the West, she interested 
seeing East-West trade grow. this connection, the de- 
liberate use the International Economic Conference, held 
Moscow April this year, sounding board for 
“economic and political coexistence Consid- 
erably hampered the Western embargo strategic ma- 
terials, the Soviet Union attempted use the conference 
for two purposes: split Western Europe from the 
and make inroads the Western embargo. Emphasis 
was placed the necessity East-West trade for eco- 
nomically healthy Europe, and giving Western Europe 
export market for its industry, well source 
raw materials, outside the dollar area. The USSR showed 
concern for the difficulties Western Europe was having 
with inflation, unemployment and dollar deficits, always 
pointing the variance Western Europe’s economic 
interests from those the US. The Soviet attempt re- 
create “normal trade relations” made with the idea- that 
strategic materials will linked consumer goods agree- 
ments with the West. The USSR even held out its ace 
the hole, “the dove peace,” suggesting that increase 
East-West trade might result decrease international 
tension and the eventual defrosting the cold war. De- 
spite this profession aims (tactics), the real aims (strat- 
egy) are autarky, achieved with the help Western capital 
goods, and then economically overpowering the West. 

This strategy apparent trade relations, where the 
whole trend since World War has been away from the 
West, virtue policy that Soviet-inaugurated and 
directed. Foreign trade has become one the essential 
instruments for Soviet control and exploitation captive 
economy. Large scale barter has been revived the Soviet 
bloc with the USSR commercial center. Barter prices 
both export and import are often favorable the 
Soviets and unfavorable the Satellites. Although 
difficult document this preferential trade treatment be- 
cause the Soviet blackout statistical information, 
there have been some reliable refugee reports. excel- 
lent example Mikolajczyk’s book, The Pattern 
Soviet Domination (p. 157), concerning shipment 
6-7 million tons Polish coal the USSR 1946 
$1.25 ton, when world market prices were approxi- 
mately $12 ton. When trade plans are made, the Soviet 
Union has first choice strategic materials and trade 
negotiations, and then the other countries the bloc are 
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permitted ahead with arranging for their own trade 
and production schedules: 
Friss discusses foreign trace follows: 


fundamental change took place [after the war] 
not only the structure but the direction foreign 
trade. pre-war hegemony Eastern and 
Southern Europe expressed itself the fact that per- 
cent imports and 40.8 per cent 
imports derived from Germany, Austria included. Previ- 
ously, today’s People’s Democracies had practically 
trade relations whatever with the Soviet Union and, al- 
though they were actually interdependent, they did little 
business with one another because German opposition. 

“Following our liberation, the participation the 
Soviet Union and other friendly countries our foreign 
trade gradually increased. 1947, however, was still 
the United States, followed Switzerland, which headed 
the Hungarian export list, and the USA was also the 
top the Hungarian import list. 1948, the Soviet 
Union had climbed the top, with Czechoslovakia next. 
Slowly but surely our foreign trade with other European 
democratic countries increased. 


Trade Trends 


The proportion goods and services exchanged between 
the Satellite countries and the USSR constantly increas- 
ing. 1938, East Europe accounted for percent West 
Europe’s total trade, both imports and exports. 1950, 
trade with the West had declined percent. spite 
that, 1950, the captive countries continued 
more business with the Free World than they did with each 
other, with the Soviet Union. fact, the total trade 
East Europe with the Free World was more than 250 
million dollars greater 1950 than East European trade with 
the USSR. other words, 43.3 percent total exports 
went the West, while only 30.8 went the USSR; and 
37.5 its imports were from the West, while 37.8 was 
from the USSR. Imports from the West would undoubt- 
edly much higher not for the embargo, list. 

The Soviet Union also did considerable trade with the 
West. Although did almost 500 millions more trade with 
the Satellites, imported almost the same dollar values 
from both areas: 532 millions from the Satellites and 517 
millions from the Free World, and this spite the West- 
ern embargo. extremely important economic note for 
the Free World that the captive countries offer more 
important economic relationship than does the USSR. 
fact, total satellite trade was approximately twice great 
total Soviet trade. (See chart. Source: Economic Bul- 
letin for Europe, Vol. No. United Nations, Geneva, 
1951. The chart does not include trade relations with Asia. 
The figures given are contributed the Department 
Economic Affairs the member governments East 
Europe and should therefore used with caution.) Since 
1950, intersatellite exchange and trade with the USSR 
has increased and become dominant, while trade with the 
Free World has continued decline. 

The extent trade varies with the economic structure 
the captive country. The more heavily industrialized 


countries, with greater variety production Poland, 
Czechoslovakia and Hungary—do considerably more trade 
with the Free World than the less industrialized countries 
do. Poland and Czechoslovakia, for instance, exported 
more than half their production the Free World and 
received half their total imports from the Free World. 
Hungary exported slightly less than forty percent its pro- 
duction and received slightly more than forty percent its 
imports from the West. Bulgaria and Romania, the least 
industrialized countries, had less export, and the opera- 
tion the “mixed companies” these countries tends 
increase their trade with the USSR. 


Poland 


Poland good example the operation the Soviet- 
ized pattern captive country foreign trade. Poland’s chief 
exports the West were raw materials (primarily coal and 
coke) and food (particularly meat). 1950, 238.8 
million dollar export Western European countries, 
Poland exported 129.7 millions coal and coke and 41.8 
millions meat. Polish imports were chiefly heavy in- 
dustrial goods: machinery, 66.4 millions; metal goods and 
metals, 25.9 millions; raw materials, 39.7 millions; rolling 
stock, 13.2 millions; and chemicals, 13.2 millions, almost 
four-fifths (168.4 millions) total import trade 257.7 
million dollars. Poland’s purpose import heavy indus- 
trial materials from the West with her industrialization and 
rearmaments program view, while exporting raw mate- 
rials and foodstuffs obtain the foreign credits for pur- 
chasing those materials. 

The export meat from meat-short Poland good 
example how living standards are depressed meet the 
requirements the heavy industrialization program. 
interesting sidelight the meat situation was presented 
the Moscow Economic Conference April, where the 
Polish representative, Chalasinski, offered enormous 
amounts meat and other foodstuffs for export the 
West when food rationing had only just been introduced 
Poland few weeks previous. Meat rations have since 
been reduced and heavy worker supposed get about 
one-half kilo meat per week (about 1.1 pounds) me- 
dium worker, 400 grams (about 14.1 ounces) and non- 
working member family, 100 grams (about three and 
half ounces) per week. speech delivered the 
Seventh Plenum the Central Committee and published 
Nowe Drogi, June 1952, President Bierut discussed his 
country’s production. Bierut said (p. 21) that percent 
the total production (100 percent) Poland 1951 
was devoted investments, reinvestments, heavy industry 
and armaments, and left only percent for individual and 
social consumption. Another example Czechoslovakia, 
which exports sugar, potatoes, wheat, hops and malt 
the prejudice her people’s living standard. Despite the 
fact that all food rationed Czechoslovakia, the 
Moscow Economic Conference Pohl offered million 
dollars worth sugar and millions agricultural prod- 
ucts and foodstuffs for export. [Rude Pravo (Prague), 
April 1952.] 
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The above chart gives percentages and millions dollars much trade the USSR and such constitutes 
the foreign trade the captive countries with the economic relationship major importance the West. 
and the Free World 1950. The trade picture indicates statistics were unreliable, trade trends for 
that larger proportion captive country trade was the first two quarters 1952 indicated increase 
with the Free World than with the USSR, among the trade with the USSR the rearmament and 
Satellites themselves. This East European market programs continued. 
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KOMEKON’S Difficulties 


Although KOMEKON operates overall body for 
directing both trade and production planning, innumerable 
unplanned difficulties have continued crop up. Because 
East European countries are short machinery and equip- 
ment, manpower frequently replaces horsepower. The 
hour day has been extended and stricter work discipline 
invoked. Slave labor and Stakhanovism, Socialist competi- 
tions and special work pledges, reorganization trade 
unions, incentives and bonuses have all been employed 
increase workers’ production. Shortages both skilled 
labor and machines well worker resistance have, never- 
theless, continued hinder the rate increase produc- 
tion. These labor and production difficulties have been 
stressed series recent and important speeches 
President Klement Gottwald and Prime Minister Zapotocky 
Czechoslovakia, President Bierut and Chairman 
the Central Council Trade Unions, Wiktor Klosiewicz, 
Poland, Minister Defense Mihaly Farkas and 
member the Political Committee the Communist 
Party Marton Horvath, Hungary, Rayko Damyanov, 
Deputy Prime Minister, and Prahov, Secretary General 
the General Trade Unions, Bulgaria, and Gheorghe 
Gheorghiu-Dej, Prime Minister Romania, mention 
only few the most recent. 

Further, necessary investments could not derived from 
the capital accumulated the captive countries except 
continued lowering the standard living East 
Europe. The USSR has extended some loans the captive 
countries, especially Poland and East Germany, but 
this help limited the material resources the Soviet 
Union and the strings attached the loans. Each 
the countries must obtain Soviet approval the use 
the loans their economic planning down the destina- 
tion deliveries, the allocation raw materials, and the 
sites proposed industrial installations. 

Import difficulties have arisen concerning the quality 
goods and dissatisfaction widely expressed concerning 
the shoddiness Soviet and Satellite products. Friss notes 
this with disapproval: 

“Capitalistic spirit, however, showing now and then 

most the People’s Democracies, our own country in- 

cluded, might and does mean obstacle sometimes en- 

countered the fields trade technique, revealing 
itself several ways. Cosmopolitanism, for instance, be- 
trays itself deprecating the Soviet scientific 


and technical achievements, and addition, Soviet ma- 
chinery, tariffs, and manufactured goods. they 
neither can nor dare abuse Soviet products, least at- 
tempt underrate the manufactured goods the 
friendly People’s Democracies, praising the superior qual- 
ity the same articles supplied capitalist coun- 


The Imperialist Instrument 


apparent then that the Molotov Plan not only 
economic program, but ultimately instrument power 
politics. some extent, the Communist “New Order” has 
succeeded solving certain problems. has wiped out 
unemployment, did the Nazis, and made inroads the 
important problem rural overpopulation, but has ac- 
complished this with forced labor and ruthless disre- 
gard for human beings and their liberties. Fundamentally, 
however, the Soviet Union has exploited the captive coun- 
tries the interests the USSR, and used them in- 
dustrial-military tools for the conquest Western Europe. 
Captive country trade has been forced out its normal 
channels and turned toward the USSR the detriment 
its long-run interests. Barter agreements are made ig- 
noring world prices, and costs and prices are subordinated 
“collaboration,” “mutual interests” and the “principles 
fairness.” Forced industrialization has created indus- 
trial superstructure inadequate supply and raw material 
bases, and simultaneously depressed living standards. The 
Satellites’ natural resources have been exploited for Soviet 
uses; their labor employed Soviet-engendered projects; 
their armies “integrated” into the Red Army pattern. Their 
governments have been subverted that local Communist 
leadership does not even defend their own national interest 
against the USSR’s. (When Traicho Kostov, Bulgarian 
Vice-Premier, attempted negotiate for his country’s best 
interests trade talks with the Soviet Union, was tried 
and sentenced death December, 1949.) Not only has 
the USSR come use captive country trade and produc- 
tion supplementary her own, but part the over- 
all plan new Soviet Empire. KOMEKON, then, its 
imperialist instrument Eastern Europe, dedicated the 
creation new and vast Soviet “territorium nostrum” 
the heartland Europe, and using the fiction eco- 
nomic collaboration among equal and sovereign states 
mask overall plan imposed dominating and im- 
perial power. 


Cultural Section 


Communism Display 


OLYMPIC GAMES: FACADE FOR PEACE 


URING the 1945 National Sports Parade Moscow, 
Generalissimo Stalin turned General Eisenhower 
and said, “This develops the war spirit. Your country 

ought more this.” 1952 the Czechoslovak team 
departed for the Olympic Games Helsinki with the 
slogan, “For our country, for peace, for Gottwald.” These 
expressions epitomize the Communist attitude towards 
sport: sport medium for mass activity, accenting physi- 
cal training for military purposes, and sport means 
political propaganda. The participation the Soviet 
Union and the captive countries the Olympic Games 
this year served both purposes. 


Romanian editorial written prior the Olympic 
Games exhorts Romanian sportsmen represent their 
country with honor and “fight ensure still greater 
development our mass sports movement important 
means Communist and patriotic education.” The team’s 
actions Helsinki must symbolic the building 
Socialism, the defense peace, and the cementing the 
Eastern bloc under the leadership the “invincible” 
Soviet Union. 

During the Olympic Games both press and radio kept 
the captive public informed. those accustomed pure 
sports reporting, the emphasis political propaganda 
was disconcerting. the Satellite press, more newsprint 
went into plugs for the Soviet peace campaign, descriptions 
the marvelous Soviet “brethren” and slurs the decad- 
ent West, than actual sports reporting. 


White Doves Over Helsinki 


19, Vecherni Novini (Sofia), under the pic- 
turesque title “White Doves Peace Over the Stadium 
Helsinki,” contributed the peace propaganda brand 
sports reporting: 


the enormous interest aroused the 
Olympic Games chiefly due the fact that the sports- 
men the Soviet Union will participate, that noble 
country Socialism, where sports are accessible the 
great masses. During the training period for the Fif- 
teenth Olympic Games the sportsmen started inter- 
national movement carry out the games under the 
banner the peace struggle. The Stockholm Congress 
December, 1951, for peace followers the Northern 
countries, urged sportsmen all over the world carry 
out the Olympic Games under the sign peace. This 
plea was met with great enthusiasm the part the 
masses and amateur sportsmen. 

“At the Olympics the sportsmen the great Soviet 
Union and the other People’s Democracies will partici- 
pate the competitions active fighters the defence 
peace and.. collaboration. 


Mlada Fronta (Prague), July 13, also stressed the peace 
line, striking sentimental note: 


every arrival Czechoslovak plane be- 
comes peace demonstration. Planes from the Soviet and 
People’s Democracies are similarly received. This 
course does not please the ruling Finnish circles and 
transport and security organs therefore purposely an- 
nounce plane arrivals the wrong time. For example, 
they falsely announced that the Czechoslovak planes were 
due during the night order prevent Finnish workers 
and youth from staging welcome. Every arrival 
our planes becomes expressive demonstration for 
friendship and peace. This was especially true Saturday 
when five Czechoslovak planes arrived simultaneously. 
The airport became the scene beautiful and unfor- 
gettable moments, expressing the solidarity between our 
people and the Finnish working people.” 


July 14, Rude Pravo (Prague) carried the Deputy 
Minister for Physical Education’s speech. Mr. Vilem 
Mucha, who was also Chairman the Czechoslovak 
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Igrzyska Olimpijskie wspanialy festiwal 
pokoju. 


prasy) 


Glos Pracy, (Warsaw), August 13. 


The presence sportsmen from the USSR and the People’s 
Democracies transformed the Olympic Games into beautiful 
peace festival. 

[Two 


Terrible! Here, too, the dove 
peace has triumphed... 


Olympic Committee stressed that their participation gave 
additional impetus the peace struggle. 


progressive and honest sportsmen realize that this 
year’s Olympic Games are held especially tense 
international situation, and time steadily in- 
creasing war preparations the part American im- 
perialists. Progressive sportsmen will try make the 
Games mighty peace demonstration behalf the 
world’s democratic youth. are glad that our 
attendance strengthen the idea peace. Our partici- 
pation Helsinki will focus attention the struggle 
for maintaining world peace. Our contestants realize 
that all our successes the sports field will assist the 
struggle for world peace.” 


Bouquets for Moscow 


Verbal obeisance the Soviet and the Party from East 
European sportsmen was routine and necessary part 
the sports story. Combining the qualities prayer and 
child’s missive his teacher, the Polish team’s letter 
President Bierut typifies this kind adulation. Sztandar 
Mlodych (Warsaw), July printed the letter which fol- 


lows: 


“Allow us, dear Citizen President, express our deep 
and heartfelt thanks you for the sincere care and 
protection which athletes are given, under your 
leadership, the whole nation and the People’s State. 
will everything possible make the Fifteenth 
Olympic Games true festival friendship among the 
nations, demonstration the will the world’s ath- 
letes for the preservation and consolidation the 
peace.” 


Athletes Thank Rakosi 


Hungarian sportsmen also paid their respects the 
Party and the USSR. reported Radio Budapest, 
great welcome ceremony was held their honor the 
Parliament Building August Gyula Hegyi, President 
the National Committee for Physical Training and 
Sports gave report the team’s achievements Hel- 
sinki, stressing that Hungary won third place, while large 
countries like Britain, France and Sweden fell behind them. 


“On our return are filled with deep affection and 
gratitude toward our Party and our beloved leader, 
Comrade Rakosi, without whose help the Helsinki suc- 
cesses would not have been won. are immensely 
happy that were able prove our successes 
Helsinki that had made good use the freedom 
which the Soviet Union has won for us, and that 
were able transplant the experience that most 
advanced country Hungarian soil. have reached 
these excellent results close cooperation with the con- 
testants the USSR and the friendly countries.” 


Prague’s Rude Pravo printed story July 26, illus- 


trating the perfect harmony between Satellite and Soviet 
sportsmen: 


“The most beautiful illustration the friendship 
existing between Soviet and our sportsmen was shown 
the words the Soviet Coach Markov after Dana 
Zatopek had beaten the Soviet representatives. ‘Nichevo, 
eto svojim.’ [‘Never mind, it’s ours This 
superlative example how the victory the other 
[Communist team] should received.” 


choice salvo the volley praise for the Soviet 
Union and “Socialism” was expressed Prague’s literary 
review these words: “We try for records because the 
best social system leads naturally the best performance 
and the best results.” Rude Pravo seconded this opinion 


claiming that “Soviet sportsmen are proving the superiority 


the country’s government their achievements. 


Friendship Helsinki 


The question whether the Olympic Games have miti- 
gated the hate campaign must considered the light 
pertinent excerpts from the captive press. Once East- 
West fraternization received Moscow’s sanction, Satellite 
newspapers outdid themselves describing signs mutual 
friendship, but the same time implied that the evil West 
needed prompted the peace-loving East. One 
Czechoslovak magazine carried full-length cover illustra- 
tion showing smiling Soviet athlete with his arm around 
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American. Inside the same magazine, however, were 
some typical Communist descriptions life America, 
including the illustrated story former American 
Olympic athlete blacking the shoes capitalist. 
July 28, news commentator Radio Prague broadcast 
the following: 


incident that stands out mind that 
Vladimir Soukharev, the Soviet sprint champion, 
going from one member the team the other, 
shaking them the hand and congratulating them one 
one their great successes. About dozen press and 
movie photographers were there and photographed 
line with the four American sprinters. 

hope American newspapers will have the courage 
publish such scenes. would like see that film shown 
every newsreel the United States and Britain. 
might give the ordinary people the Western world 
some idea the immense good that the Olympics have 
done, [and can do] only this feeling friendship 
among contestants given opportunity develop. 
the Soviet side, perfectly clear that the desire 
there.” 


August Express Wieczorny, the Warsaw daily, 
included item called Friendly Atmosphere,” describ- 


ing the eight American oarsmen’s visit the Soviet camp 
Otaniemi. The narrative’s three descriptive paragraphs 


were followed two interpretive paragraphs explaining 
that reactionary elements were trying “stifle” the natural 


desire the youth “imperialist” countries friends 
with the youth the “democratic” East. 


“One day, the team eight American oarsmen and 
their trainer appeared the village Otaniemi. Having 
been impressed their splendid sportsmanship, they 
said they wished visit the Soviet rowers. The Ameri- 
cans asked about the development rowing the 
Soviet Union and tried acquaint themselves with 
training methods well the Soviet sportsmen’s way 
life. 

“The Soviet oarsmen gave the Americans numerous 
gifts prove their friendship and the Americans were 
delighted with them. departing, the American train- 
said: 

return the United States will re- 
member you true are happy that the 
Olympic Games helped become acquainted with 
the Soviet people, whom until now were unable 
meet. obvious that the Olympic Games will help 
cement friendship among the sportsmen all nations 
and those our countries particular. was especially 
delighted Tukalov [winner single skiff race] and 
the performance your eight oarsmen. have 
found sincere friends Helsinki and when get home 
shall tell everyone about you and your fine 


* * * 


“The visit the American oarsmen their Soviet 
and the friendly atmosphere which prevailed 
among these recent rowing rivals the best sign that 
the youth the reactionary and imperialist countries 
wants peace spite the wishes the clique 


Cultural 


warmongers. This youth wants fraternize with the 
youth other countries and especially with that vic- 
torious Socialism. 

“Reactionary efforts which attempt stifle and con- 
ceal these. natural and sincere wishes the young will 
not succeed. The attitude Soviet sportsmen Hel- 
sinki, their achievements and behavior, have opened the 
eyes many sportsmen the capitalistic countries who 


Scanteia Tineretului Bucharest, the Communist Youth 
organ, commented extensively the achievement Soviet 
sportsmen the Olympics, well those the 
People’s Democracies. Describing the general atmosphere 
the games, said: 


“The Fifteenth Olympiad has taken place under con- 
ditions favorable extensive friendship ties with the 
youth the world. The prophecy ‘Americanized’ 
newspapermen that would cold war Olympics 
has proven completely wrong. Until now, obvious 
that the games have taken place excellent spirit 
reciprocal respect and friendship. All papers have had 
admit this. The games reached high level due Soviet 
participation. Unforgettable friendships were forged 
these great games which youth from all over the 
world participated, friendships which will lead the 
strengthening peace the entire 


Anti-West Asides 


That the teams the two camps, those the People’s 
Democracies and those the Western countries were 
divided, was kept the fore Communist press accounts 
the Games. Constant criticism American athletes 
was also used form praising “Socialist” training 
methods. July 13, Express Wieczorny (Warsaw), re- 
ported: 


“By observing the training Polish hockey players 
and watching athletes from Western countries, the main 
differences between them were easily discernible. There 
are differences behavior and sports discipline well 
technique between the teams, .Our athletes are 
concentrated. They subordinate themselves the recom- 
mendations their trainers and the trainers show 
friendly attitude towards the athletes, Nothing this 
kind visible the Western sportsmens’ camp.” 


report datelined Helsinki, July 20, Mlada Fronta 
(Prague) carried what would have been humorous item 
but for the inevitable political slant: 


“An interview between one the leading American 
athletes and reporter caused great indignation among 
the Finns. The American said was only natural for 
American athletes better sprints and the Rus- 
sians better long-distance running. 

“Americans, they say, are concentrated large 
cities and they have run only the garage. 
The old doorman the [Helsinki] hotel, who knows the 
Americans very well, commented immediately their 
preposterous bragging: ‘It doesn’t come from running 
the garage, their running capacity, the contrary, 
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(Warsaw), July 27, 1952. 
the Olympics, American Coca-Cola deluged Finland. 


stems from Coca-Cola. the Russians who are the 
real masters long-distance running. They chased the 
German Fascists from Stalingrad Berlin.’ 

“When the doorman discovered that were Czecho- 
slovaks, added: “The Americans will have plenty 
opportunity improve their long-distance running. 
Honest people will chase them out every place they 
have elbowed into, and the distance from Korea 
Europe America sufficiently long for substantial 


The Hungarian press spoke disparagingly about Ameri- 
can victories, crediting them the Negro contestants. 
Szabad Nep, the Budapest daily, carried the following 
August 


“Negro contestants scored significant achievements 
Helsinki, particularly the athletic The 
United States was represented great number 
colored contestants, which peculiar one considers 
that the colored people not enjoy equal rights 
with white people. 

“American athletes won gold the Olym- 
pics; these, six were won colored contestants. The 
most revealing facet, however, the colored people’s 
importance American sports was shown when all five 
the gold medals boxing were won colored 
boxers.” 


Point Counterpoint 


August the Satellite press announced that the 
Russians had won first place according the point scoring 


system. Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw) carried the story too: 


are proud that the Fifteenth Olympic Games, 
[referring the Soviet] won first place with 494 points. 


*In the Men’s Track and Field, athletes won gold 
medals. Their total for the entire Olympics was gold medals. 


have doubt that the athletes the USSR would 
have obtained many more points the referees had been 
more impartial. The Americans scored 490.25 points 
and placed Our congratulations the Hun- 
garian athletes who obtained third 


August the Polish Press Agency’s account 
interview with Nikolai Romanov, head the Soviet 
Sports Committee, appeared Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw), 
this interview, also carried Pravda and Izvestia, Mr. 
Romanov conceded tie. Trybuna Ludu presented the 
information thus: 


“In the final results the day Olympiad, Russian 
sportsmen received the most points—494. Previously, the 
press had reported American sportsmen received 
490 points, but now after exact tabulation has 
been stated that they too received 494 points.” 


contrast the official Satellite account the Games 
was presented member the Hungarian team. 
message sent out prior his departure for Budapest, 
the sportsman described the outstanding performance 
various Hungarian contestants and commented follows 
the unofficial scoring system. 


“According the unofficial point system the Hun- 
garian group won third place, preceding all other Euro- 
pean countries. The Americans came first with 614 
points, the Soviet Union was second with 553.5 points 
and Hungary, with population only million, came 
third with 308 points. 

“The development the unofficial scoring was very 
interesting. During the first few days, the Soviet Union 
led. This was mentioned front page reports the 
Iron Curtain countries. During the last days America 
took the lead, but this fact was omitted from Communist 
reports. Suddenly, the USSR invented new scoring 
system, replacing the old 10-5-3-2-1 with 7-5-4-3-2-1. How- 
ever, even the new scoring system failed produce the 
desired results for the Soviets (as correctly added gives 
494 the and 484.5 the USSR) whereupon the 
Soviet well the Hungarian press simply falsified 
the results and without giving detailed account, simply 
declared that the Soviet was the victor. more gross and 
shameless falsification has never been recorded the 
annals sports. 

“The credit for the Hungarian successes should not 
the Communist regime, but the individual Hun- 
garian sportsmen. Most the participants were trained 
the old school. percent all Hungarian sportsmen 
are anti-Communists who hate the present regime. They 
are good Hungarians and fair sportsmen. Hungarian vic- 
tories the Olympics will down history and will 
speak for the quality Hungarian sportsmanship long 
after the fall the Communists.” 


PHYSICAL CULTURE: FACADE FOR 


WAR 


The 1952 Summer Olympics was the culmination 
overall and impressive sports training program conducted 
the USSR and the People’s Democracies. This 


successes will used promote redoubled sports effort. 
Paramilitary activities, mass demonstrations and political 
indoctrination will continue—all the name physical 
culture. 

The genesis this program was the Physcultura move- 
ment for stimulating mass sports activities and coordinating 
them one all-inclusive organization, the Committee for 
Physical Culture and Sport. “Ready for Work and Defense,” 
the Committee’s paramilitary arm, one its most vital 
features. “Its task the multilateral preparation youth 
for highly productive work and for the defense peace.” 
Radio Tirana, recent broadcast, referred its educa- 
tional and military aspects thus: “According Party dia- 
lectics, physical culture forms part worker’s 
education [while] Ready for Work and Defense the 
basic principle Albanian sport life, which follows the 
Soviet example.” The Polish General Committee Physi- 
cal Culture, which was established December 30, 1949, 
emphasized its military aspects decreeing that three 
representatives from the Ministry National Defense and 
two from the Ministry Public Security should per- 
manent Committee members. 

The organization’s ideal mold new individual, 
“an intelligent creative builder new and just order.” 
Its specific tasks are to: train instructors 
officers, draft sport programs, manage all schools physi- 
cal culture, manufacture and sell sport equipment, organize 
sports performances, publish sport literature and participate 
international sport events. 

Departments Physical Culture have been added 
universities, where regular four year course given. The 
University Tartu Estonia has Department Physi- 
cal Education which enjoys the prestige being the 
“highest institute” for sports education the country. The 
department offers courses games, athletics, gymnastics, 
swimming, diving, skiing, self-defense, attack and heavy 
athletics. The curriculum also includes military science 
and political subjects. Before receiving their degrees, stu- 
dents must fulfill the requirements the Ready for Work 
and Defense Complex and graduation they receive 
commissions the Red Army. 


200,000 “Socialist” Athletes 


June 26, 1952, the Romanian Communist Party 
celebrated the third anniversary the setting its 
sports Committee. honor the occasion, Gheorghe 
Vidrascu, Chairman the Committee, wrote long edi- 


torial for Scanteia, the Bucharest daily, praising this open- 


ing new horizons for Romanian sport. The military 
aspect the program referred the “defense 
peace.” Excerpts from his article follow: 


sports decision] has shown the great political 
importance physical culture and sport means 
Communist and patriotic education for the working 
people. factor strengthening workers’ health 
resources which are needed the fight for Socialism and 
the defense peace. result the application 


Cultural 


the decision and thanks conditions the 
Party and the Government, tremendous achievements 
have been made. 

“The setting the GMA Sports Complex, [the 
Ready for Work and Defense movement] following the 
Soviet pattern, has broadened the sports movement and 
given multilateral character. provides the founda- 
tion the country’s sports movement, educates the 
working people the spirit collective discipline and 
organization. develops initiative, courage and the will 
win.... 

“Under bourgeois regimes, sport was playboy’s past- 
time and means for the exploitation, chauvinistic in- 
citement and brutalization men—as still 
capitalist countries. Romania, sport has become the 

“The mass character sports shown all present 
sports events the participation over 200,000 com-, 
petitors, while under the old regimes more than 
few dozen sportsmen competed such events. Mean- 
while, capitalist countries, especially the United 
States, sport state complete disintegration and 
sportsmen are being used bring huge profits for 
patrons so-called sports clubs. While the application 
the methods the world’s most advanced sport— 
Soviet sport has made decisive contribution the 
progress Romanian sport. 


Assembly-Line Champions 


Although Party statements warn against favoring the few 
and neglecting the masses, tendency concentrate 
champions and crack teams has developed and probably 
will intensified the excellent showing the Soviet 
and People’s Democracies the Olympics. 

The managers the Soviet Olympic team took every 
precautionary measure ensure their athletes from “the 
vices capitalism.” Translated, this means the teams were 
isolated prevent confidences and unflattering descriptions 
life behind the Iron Curtain. Nevertheless, Estonian 
athlete was able communicate with former friend 
Helsinki. This conversation forms the basis for the follow- 
ing report: 

“Life for champions under the Communist system 
relatively good. They are cared for the same basis 
actors, artists, writers and poets. The few top record- 
breakers enjoy life comparable that top Party 
members. Lesser sportsmen also share the privileges. 
Before competitions they are relieved their work for 
periods one three months and sent special train- 
ing camps where good food and other rare luxuries are 
received. Consequently, many young people are active 
sports and try get attention making records. The 
chief premium for success, however, political reliability. 

“The main purpose Soviet participation interna- 
tional contests demonstrate Soviet superiority over 
the sportsmen capitalist countries and the production 
champions necessary for this goal. amount 
money effort too great for the sports movement 
long serves Soviet propaganda. present, foreign 
competitions and ‘home grown’ champions are con- 
sidered excellent propaganda for external internal 
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The Marathon 


Emil Zatopek represents the chef d’oeuvre Communist 
Czechoslovakia’s propaganda. Not Communist until quite 
recently, the perfect example how champion can 
turned the Party's use and become symbol 
“Socialist manhood,” although his achievements cannot 
claimed the results the Physcultura movement. 

Since the days the first Athenian Olympiad 776 
B.C., the marathon has always aroused keen interest and 
the 1952 Summer Olympics Helsinki were exception 
this respect. Communist Czechoslovakia, marathon 
winner Zatopek now represents the ideal “Socialist man.” 
the rest the world, the fabulously complex 
athlete and simple personality who has recently achieved 
international publicity the only winner the three 
major distance races Olympic history. 

The following report was written acquaintance 
both Zatopeks, former Czechoslovak Olympic champion 
now the US, who describes some the forces which 
have made the man the runner today: 


“Running the motivating force life. 
strange person with quiet demeanor, modest 
tastes and introverted manner. Avidly interested all 
sports, consumed burning desire run. His 
manner training, with boots and full military equip- 
ment, characterize him best. His daily practice consists 
mile run and his most fervent hope live 
under conditions which will make constant training 
possible. 

“By complying with Zatopek’s desire run and with- 
out using obvious pressure, the Communist regime has 
managed mold him the likeness the ‘new Socialist 
man.’ 

“Since the coup, Zatopek’s career the Czechoslovak 
Army has progressed rapidly due the successes his 
running career, giving him the rank Staff Captain 
[between captain and major the US]. did not file 
for Communist Party membership until the spring 
1952 and only recently that has beep maneuvered 
into being active Party member. the London 
Olympics 1948, duirng his romance with the javelin 
champion who later became his wife, neither them 
were connected with the Party. that time his speech 
behalf the Czechoslovak team was not political, 
unlike that Minister Nejedly, who spoke the same 
occasion. But time passed, continuing play safe 
and allowing the Party dominate him, Zatopek has 
assured his running career.” 


July 29, Radio Prague alerted its listeners special 
event—Emil Zatopek’s forthcoming broadcast peace. 
Heralding the “peace fighters” the World League 
Democratic Youth, which had installed itself camp 
the gates the Olympic stadium, Radio Prague an- 
nounced: 


“The peace fighters have intention interfering 
any way with the organization the games. They will 
hold their peace meeting midday, and the closing 
ceremony the games will take place the evening. 
Emil Zatopek going speak this rally here the 


heart Helsinki. And will great occasion for the 
people Helsinki. will great moment, too, for 
Emil Zatopek, for the star the Olympic Games 
keen fighting for peace running.” 


his speech Zatopek took the typical Communist line, 
but was general content and devoid the hate 
propaganda germ warfare charges. Whether this 
accidental planned problematical. Under the dateline 
Helsinki, Otaniemi, August Rude Pravo (Prague) 
quoted Zatopek follows: 


“To the sportsmen and the youth the whole 
world! The Fifteenth Summer Olympic Games Hel- 
sinki have given sufficient proof the possibility 
peace and cooperation among nations. There are 
many working-class youth among the sportsmen, who 
gave examples mutual friendship the Olympic 
appeal, therefore, all Olympic partici- 
pants, all sportsmen, and the youth the whole 
world, tighten the bonds friendship between the 
nations, strengthen the unity working-class youth, 
defend its rights and fortify the idea peace and the 
harmonious co-existence nations.” 


Budapest, 1960 


Hungary has applied host for the Olympic 
Games. This year’s victories Helsinki and the huge 
stadium built the heart Budapest may dispose 
the Olympic Committee its favor, would the partial 
lifting the Iron Curtain which this would involve. 
its issue April 23, Elet Tudomany (Life and Science) 
described the new stadium: 


“Europe’s largest and most up-to-date sports field, the 
People’s Stadium, will constructed Budapest under 
the Five Year Plan. will have capacity 
There will never crowd the main entrance be- 
cause the spectators will stream through gates 200 meters 
[656.17 feet] wide. hotel, covering area 
one block, will situated the center the stadium’s 
main section and will provide dressing room accommoda- 
tions for 520 sportsmen. standard-sized football field 
the middle the stadium will surrounded 400 
meter sprinting track and 3,000 meter steeplechase 
There will also room for athletic competitions 
behind the football The new People’s Stadium 
will equal size and architectural perfection the 
one Kiev well Moscow’s Dynamo Stadium. 
will fortress Hungarian physical culture and will 
last for centuries.” 


THE SILVER SCREEN, CARLSBAD 


VERSION 


The little town Carlsbad, once world famous spa, 
turned its attention the Seventh International Film 
Festival July 12, and under the auspices the Czecho- 
slovak Government played host delegates from coun- 
tries providing Iron Curtain version Cannes and 
Venice. Rude Pravo describing the ceremonies stressed 
the solemnity the occasion and listed the dignitaries 
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attendance. Headed Foreign Minister Siroky and In- 
formation Minister Kopecky, the roster also included the 
Ministers for Health, Agriculture, Light Industry, Na- 
tional Defense and members the diplomatic corps. 

Instead providing open forum for the criticism 
and evaluation film art, the Carlsbad Festival furnished 
backdrop for World Peace propaganda well one 
more platform from which denounce the West and 
“prove” the bacteriological warfare charge. 

There was little distinguish the 1952 Festival from 
that the year before. 1951, the conference’s motto also 
was “For Peace, For New Mankind, For Better World,” 
while its twin aims were create center for films serv- 
ing war propaganda and films stressing peace themes. This 
superb contradiction terms illustrative Communist 
strategy which alternately uses war and peace obtain its 

oals. 
his opening speech Minister Kopecky stressed the 
political aspects the 1952 festival: 


“We welcome the Korean film delegation headed 
Kim Von Bon with enthusiasm. Our welcome in- 
cludes feelings anger towards the barbarism the 
American imperialists and fervent feelings for our com- 
mon solidarity with the heroic struggle the Koreans 
and the gallant Chinese volunteers. 

“Korean documentary films will have special place 
our International Film Festival because these films, 
frequently shot under the most dangerous conditions, 
provide irrefutable and authentic proof the bestiali- 
ties which the imperialist interventionists are commit- 
ting—those who not shrink from waging bacterio- 
logical warfare. 


Turning the delegates from the West, Minister Ko- 
pecky concluded his address with these words: 


“We assure the film delegates the Seventh Interna- 
tional Film Festival our solidarity and express our 
desire that they will feel home among and that 
they will become intimately acquainted with the film 
delegates from the great domain peace, democracy 
and Socialism.” 


Extra-Curricular Activities 


Peace propaganda the Film Festival was given ad- 
ditional impetus international peace demonstration 
foreign film workers headed delegations 
from the USSR, China and Korea. Alexander Fjodorov, 
the Soviet delegation, spoke the “peace mission 
Soviet cinematography,” and Chai-Chu-Shen, the Chi- 
nese delegate thanked “the heroic Korean people who are 
side side with the Chinese volunteers” for hav- 
ing shattered American attempts spread the war. 
The delegates also convened celebrate the French 
July 14. telegram Jacques Duclos, the then 
French Communist leader, was drafted express- 
the delegates’ “solidarity” behind him and their com- 
mon cause. 

According Rude Pravo (Prague), August film 
workers and newsmen from nations were meeting 


Cultural 


Carlsbad exchange experiences and reach 
ment whereby they could make their work 
perfect.” contrast this noble goal foreign reporters in- 
formed that children America “are fed 
unsavory cartoons—wherein the main character 
always evil animal chased another evil animal. The 
chase usually shows one animal attempting kill the other 
every possible means—shooting, napalm bombs etc. 
such films Americans ‘of high caste’ try develop the 
most base and murderous instincts their children. 
thus that capitalist films poison the youth.” 

The festival’s final resolution was couched the same 
anti-American vein the opening statements. Broadcast 
over Radio Prague August read: 


“We, the film workers from nations, gathered here, 
appeal with this resolution the entire film world. 
The instigators new world war are endangering [our 
peaceful] endeavors. Several events the field world 
politics have aroused the conscience all honest people 
the world and motivated the peace movement. [These 
are] the cannibalistic warfare the American aggres- 
sors against the Koreans the attempt make West- 
ern Germany the springboard new European war 
and the efforts humiliate the nations Western Eu- 
rope with their classical traditions culture and free- 
dom [by] turning them into Satellites. The Seventh 
International Film Festival link the chain 
human efforts preserve peace among nations. All con- 
scious and honest film workers should become fighters 
for peace. Therefore call all them all over 
the world: Fight with against everything which abuses 
art. Through your art lead nations friendship 
and cooperation! Forward for better future for man- 
kind!” 


How Far too Far? 


One the more subtle problems facing Communist 
artistic leaders the problem how closely emulate 
their Soviet prototypes. example how far too far 
was given the case Bulgaria’s foremost authority 
fine arts. Luben Belmustakov admitted publicly [see News 
FROM BEHIND THE June, page 48] that his 
zeal follow the Soviet example had plagiarized from 
certain Soviet books. Quotations from the address 
Chiaurelli, the famous Soviet director, indicate that 
Satellite producers have followed the Soviet pattern too 
closely. According Mr. Chiaurelli they have failed 
realize that their countries are the novitiate stage 
“Socialism” and should refrain from using themes which 
are only appropriate the highly developed Soviet “So- 
cialism.” Rude Pravo (Prague), July 23, carried Director 
Chiaurelli’s speech The Carlsbad Festival: 


film’s topics should closely tied country’s 
stage development. The Soviet, for example, 
often has different problems from those the People’s 
Democracies. would therefore wrong copy the 
scope Soviet film themes mechanically. the Soviet 
Union collectivization was completed long ago. have 
forgotten what kulak looks like. son has heard 
something him, but grandson wouldn’t inter- 
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ested him all. Whereas your countries the fight 
against the village rich important problem. 

“I, artist, was moved the Slovak news- 
reel shown the festival which included scenes from 
the trial village kulak. remembered the era 
Soviet collectivization and the class struggle the vil- 
lages. Here see great and concrete theme for the 
film artists the People’s Democracies.” 


Iron Curtain Oscars 


During the Festival, total over 100 films was shown 
with approximately these receiving prizes. Comun- 
ist film festivals not merely award Oscars, but may 
present any one number prizes such the Peace 
Prize, the Fight for Freedom Prize, the Friendship Among 
Nations Prize, the Fight for Social Progress Prize, men- 
tion only few. The problem awards further com- 
plicated the necessity giving each captive country the 
opportunity announcing exceptional victories its 
press. 

The Soviet film “1919, the Unforgettable Year,” di- 
rected Chiaurelli, was the first movie shown and 
subsequently received the Grand First Prize. describes 
the Bolshevik fight against interventionist armies after the 
October revolution, demonstrating that even years 
ago the Soviet people intervened decisively the historic 
struggle against imperialism.” 

The showing Chinese and Korean films was given 
special prominence. Their themes were chiefly the 
Korean war and consisted anti-American propaganda. 
Rude Pravo (Prague) reported that the Korean picture 
“American Barbarism” had sound effects, because the 
power plants supplying the film studios were destroyed 
American bombing. Furthermore, the picture was incom- 
plete. This was ascribed the departure some patriotic 
cameramen for battle and the death several them 
location. Another Korean production, propaganda 
film called “Bacteriological Warfare,” was difficult 
understand due the unceasing noise “hostile” planes 
overhead recorded the sound effects. 

The Czechoslovak color movie, “Tomorrow There Will 
Dancing Everywhere,” directed received 
the Friendship Among Nations Prize for “optimistic and 
joyful expression the idea international solidarity 
among youth.” 

list the movies shown the Festival includes pro- 
ductions from all the Iron Curtain countries well 
Malayan, Indian, Australian, British and other films. Em- 
phasis the political the expense photography and 
humor characterized the Festival. Press reports stressed 
“solemnity” and Communist “solidarity,” while the enter- 
tainment aspect, intrinsic part film and theater art 
ing the West, was completely absent Carlsbad. ex- 
ample this was the comment the British film, 
“Where Vultures Not Fly,” Rude Pravo (Prague), 
July 17, which said: “beautiful animal pictures, but this 
tends detract from the much more important mat- 
ter the exploited African people suffering under the 
boot the British colonizers.” 


Olympic Peace Carlsbad 


Referring the Carlsbad (Karlovy Var) Film Festival, 
Magyar Nemzet (Budapest), August likened Hungarian 
film successes those its Olympic athletes 
“After the Soviet came second the ‘film 
Olympics,’ which, striking contrast the failure 
film festival Cannes, has become the international tri- 
bunal public opinion artistic film production.” 

earlier issue Magygar Nemzet wrote that 
garians should thank Pudovkin, the great Russian 
director now that “Hungarian film production has reached 
such high standard that others may learn from 
Hungarian prize-winning movies included the following: 
“Victorious Start,” “Semmelweis,” and “Ferenc Erkel.” 
According Magyar Nemzet, “Victorious Start” depicts 
the founding agricultural cooperative, the initial 
difficulties the farmers and their final victory, 
touching manner.” “Ferenc Erkel” describes the dramatic 
life the founder the Hungarian National 
House, with forceful description the period “our 
struggle for independence.” The prize for best 
raphy went documentary “Wild Life the Reeds,” 
description wild bird life, and one the few non- 
political movies shown Carlsbad. Another 
“Gallant Youth,” the story young Korean’s visit 
Hungary won honorable mention. 


Chopin—Social Revolutionary 


March 26, Trybuna Ludu (Warsaw) carried 
tensive review the movie Youth” which won 
the 1952 Polish State prize and later Carlsbad, the 
award for the best biographical film. The review which 
follows presented almost its entirety sample 
Satellite film criticism: 


“In this film become acquainted with the young 
Chopin 1825 the year when the Decembrists’* 
blood was shed the streets St. Petersburg, causing 
renewed revolutionary enthusiasm among Polish patriots. 
Once more, and not for the last time, two opposing po- 
litical trends, which from the period enlightenment 
throughout the whole nineteenth century had struggled 
against each other about the reforms the Polish Re- 
public, its rebirth and independence, were manifest. 

“The young Chopin grew atmosphere where 
stormy disputes among artists were current. the one 
hand, there were the drawing room discussions the 
aristocracy, under the leadership Prince Adam 
toryski and the other, the patriotic youth who 
gathered around Lelevel and his Russian friends, the 
revolutionists who were devising ways and means 
hoisting the banner freedom. Those revolutionaries 
realized that the only hope for victory lay coordi- 
nating the fight for national liberation with the agrarian 
revolution. this political boiling pot was easy 
distinguish between those who belonged Prince Czar- 
toryski’s group and those who belonged 


*Military uprising St. Petersburg demanding constitution 


| 


Commenting various the reviewer’s arguments, 
exiled Polish journalist has said that the Russian Lelevel’s 
are not mentioned name because they were 
probably unknown even contemporaries. These have 
been included the picture minimize the fact that the 
Polish uprising 1830-31 was really national war against 
the the excerpt which follows, the reviewer speaks 
the peasants’ complaint against their slavery and its echo 

which can heard Chopin’s melodies, quite un- 
founded political emphasis, since the folk tunes which form 
the background Chopin’s music stem from past more 
remote than any historical order Poland. 
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“Such was the atmosphere which shaped Chopin’s per- 
sonality, Chopin, the future composer Polish national 
music, immortal melodies expressing slavery, longing 
and the Polish struggle. From this environment drew 
the inspiration for tunes hatred, despair, suffering and 
revolt. The most noble human feelings enhanced his 
music and even today the music arouses these emotions. 
Polish folk songs were the revivifying source Chopin’s 
romantic scores which, transmuted this sensitive artist, 
enriched the world’s treasury music with immortal 
works, eternally young. 

“The scenarist tried select those events from Cho- 
pin’s life which played definitive role shaping his 
creative mind, such events his contacts with the revo- 
lutionary youth Warsaw, with the group romantic 
artists, with the misery the peasants, their songs and 
music, his farewell his dear Polish landscape and 
finally his own emotions the news the outbreak 
the November uprising—and later the news its defeat. 

“The film shows feudal village, where suffering and 


ich live side side with songs and gaiety. This 
done very interesting way Aleksander Ford, the 
producer. However, was clearly pointed out 
mple Adam Wazyk recent motion picture conference, 


there something missing. The missing element the 
peasant’s protest and revolt which constantly under- 
mined the decaying feudalism. 

“The author this film made major contribution 
depicting the temper the times and the man, 
through the maze bourgeois criticism and false opin- 
ion which surrounded Chopin and separated his creative 
work from his social background. Chopin appears 
real human being connected with specific period 
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history and drawing his creative vision from this era. 
Depicted thus, becomes alive for the audience. 
actor] Czeslaw Wollejko contributed substan- 
tially the film’s success with his mature understanding 
his difficult role Chopin. produce the 
complicated world the screen, and psychological 
portrait its intrinsic and historical truth, not only 
necessitated purging falsehood from the 
life, but also understanding the soul—a 
soul contradiction, discord and internal struggle. 


The Revolutionary Etude 


“The scenes the birth the so-called Revolu- 
tionary Etude are the most dramatic the film. Here, 
the daring conception the scenarist combined with that 
the producer and actor was crowned with success, and 
made lasting impression the audience. the re- 
sult this superb production, not only see Cho- 
pin the throes momentous experiences, but 
live through them with him. The sick Chopin, the pa- 
triot the man suffering from homesickness, longing 
for his country, the patriot who watched heroic Poland 
fighting for freedom and the feverish composer with 
the restless fingers who made revolutionary melody 

“The film carries along with Chopin and his revo- 
lutionary composition the streets Paris where 
meets Polish emigres and progressive Frenchmen and 
develops and refines his creative abilities. Paris, where 
Polish emigrants gathered discuss the causes defeat 
and discard reaction, thus forging new conception 
for the future Polish revolution. 

“The last Paris scene which attempts embody the 
revolutionary sentiments the whole era and focus 
them through Chopin out tone with the realism 
the preceding parts. Perhaps for this reason that 
the scene not convincing other parts the pic- 
ture. The silhouette Chopin walking with friends 
the Paris sidewalk during workers’ demonstration does 
not ring true. too closely patterned after revolu- 
tion which did not exist that time and has his- 
torical artistic basis, The French workers and the 
woman who appears like figure from Delacroix seem 
more like symbols than people. This direct con- 
trast with the rest the film, where the producer has 
admirably succeeded presenting living characters.” 
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News Briefs 


Radio Station Open 


The Hungarian weekly, Magyar Radio (Budapest), 
June 22, carried description new broadcasting facili- 
ties Albania: 


“Before the war, Albania had only one radio station, 
which could not heard clearly even within the boun- 
daries the country. Immediately after liberation 
the Soviet Army, transmitting stations were set five 
large cities, and plans for more powerful radio station 
Tirana were drawn up. The radio station, soon 
completed, will have up-to-date installations, 85-meter 
antenna, magnetophone and completely equipped stu- 
dios, all given Albania the Soviet Union. 

“The 50-kilowatt station operates medium wave 
length. The capacity the old station was only one 
kilowatt. Reception from the new station will clear 
not only the Balkan peninsula, but also Italy, Cen- 
tral Europe and the Near East. The construction 
and operation the new radio will greatly contribute 
the realization other goals under the Five Year 
Plan. For instance, the radio will play important role 
wiping out illiteracy. will transmit the world 
news the achievements Albanian workers and the 
production results attained the newly established 
plants and factories. will carry the message distant 
countries that this little nation the Balkan mountains, 
surrounded countries governed warmongers, liv- 
ing happy, creative life, and increasing its peace- 
protecting strength new and magnificent under- 
takings.” 


Where There’s Smoke, There’s Communism 


refugee from Prague reports that cigarettes Czecho- 
slovakia are now being given patriotic labels: 


“Among other commemorative brand names, the name 
‘Thirty Years the Communist Party Czechoslovakia’ 
now being used for brand cigarettes. This brand 
costs cents for 20. More expensive are ‘International 
Cooperative Day’ and ‘Miners’ Day’ which sell for one 
dollar per 20.” 


Complete Accommodation 


you want check historical fact find out 


how bathe baby, all you have Budapest 
call the telephone operator. Describing the expanding serv- 
ices their telephone system, the Budapest newspaper 
Szabad Ifjusag declared: 


“Tens thousands telephone calls are put through 
every day our country. Some them deal with pri- 
vate affairs and others with matters national im- 
portance. The information operators have great deal 
work, because about 200 numbers change every day 
due dismantling, installation new apparatus, and 
subscribers changing their residence. The operators must 
also ready give other information. They must 
able answer questions any subject from scientific 
matters household problems. Different kinds com- 
munications are handled, including messages young 
lovers well important news like the arrival 
freight consignments.” 


Tips and Penalties 


recent Czechoslovak exile reports: 


“On July the penal commission the District 
National Committee Ceske Velenice tried waiter 
and two waitresses the local railway saloon for accept- 
ing tips spite the fact that accepting tips for- 
bidden law. The waiter, under whose direction the 
waitresses worked, was sentenced four months because 
set bad example for his subordinates, and both 
waitresses were jailed for three months. 

“The trial came about because several local Commun- 
ist bigwigs had complained that the waiter and the 
waitresses preferred serving guests who tipped liberally. 
The saloon was then watched plainclothesmen who 
caught the culprits ‘redhanded.’ The sentences were justi- 
fied the fact that People’s Democracy, waiter 
earns enough not ‘forced’ accept tips. The 
average earnings waiter are fixed law 3100 
crowns [62 dollars] month.” 


Wallpaper Instead Education 


The Prague newspaper, Kvety, August discussed 
American book habits follows: 


“To buy ‘progressive library’ [Marx, Lenin, Stalin, 
and other Communist writers] even borrow such 
books from public library absolutely impossible 
the U.S. Purges American libraries have been carried 
out thoroughly that not single free idea 
found. looks the Yankees throw fits even when 
they hear the word ‘book’: might contain forbidden 
idea! enterprising New York firm has taken advant- 
age this state mind and begun produce what 
will free the dense Americans all risks: wallpaper 
that looks like shelves filled with books. decorative, 
cheap, and one need not read. Most important all— 
one need not afraid.” 


Cover Story Confused 


News Briefs 


struction rapid. The Communist authorities-are plan- 
ning the demolition the former King’s Palace, 
which the meetings the Ministerial Council are held, 
well the two large eight-storey buildings Mos- 
kovska Street, order make room for the new ‘Home 
the Communist Party’ which now under construc- 
tion. Not only old buildings but comparatively new 
ones, built only few years ago huge cost, are being 
torn down. Thus, April, the buildings which housed 
the offices the Consumer Supply Department and the 
Gastronom,’ which only last year were modernized and 
air-conditioned, were demolished. Four years ago the 
municipal authorities constructed row one-storey 
buildings around Bansky Square, but now most 
these have been torn down. 

“The old luxury hotel, the Union Palace, has been 
razed because hindered the view from the new ‘Home 
the Communist Party.’ The Imperial Hotel was 
ened with the same fate, but suddenly after all the 
buildings surrounding the hotel were demolished, plans 


Quoting New York Times article budget allocation 
for Navy tarpaulins, the Romanian newspaper Scanteia 
July 29, wrote: 


were changed and the buildings are now being recon- 
structed. According the Communists’ blueprint, the 
Sveta Nedelia Cathedral will torn down and replaced 


find Municipal Council building. All these operations 
“Some days ago the New York Times announced that are carried out the Sovbolstroi, joint Bulgarian- 
‘the American government asked Congress include Soviet enterprise which symbolizes the friendship be- 
the sum $2,000,000 for one million tween the two countries.” 
shrouds.’ They are certainly destined for Americans 
who, according Wall Street’s calculations, will the The Model Traveller 
victims the atomic war prepared the American 
Harriman, Eisenhower and Taft. New triumphs over na- 
day ture, plenty everything for everybody, peaceful life 
and the goal the achievements and policy the brace geese the handbag beside can milk, 
Soviet Three suitcases and hare the basket— 
The common man waits for his train; 
Runaway Reds The common man returning home. 
The poor quality consumer goods everyday tar- drops his cases the plush seat, 
get criticism today’s Hungary. recent escapee gives The basket with the hare; lights his pipe. 
the following example the situation: Non-smoker compartment? 
“At Budapest swimming pools frequently happens care all. 
that when people emerge from the water their skin 
streaked with color running down from their bathing 
Outraged customers protest the State stores, but the 
The sales people are able offer only one piece ad- 
ion the “This could use.” 
Changing Features Sofia Out comes the knife— 
Life the Bulgarian capital subject quick changes. Even the hanger has its use 
recent escapee describes Sofia unrecognizable any- 
i 
who has not been there for even one year: 
geese are your way? 
“In the last several months, the city blocks between Why shouldn’t spit? 
who the Boulevard Georgi Dimitrov, Turgovska, Klementina That’s freedom travel! Phooey! 
and Lege Street and Lenin Square have been demol- 
waiter ished, and the entire area turned into vast park crossed won’t forget. show them yet. 
ps. The numerous paths. The new city center will con- time precious; 
3100 structed here, but nobody knows how and when this will 


accomplished. the present time, the rate de- 


complaint will heard; 
Late again, twenty minutes. 
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Subversive T-Shirt 


American fashions and clothing fads are popular Cen- 
tral Europe despite Communist efforts eliminate all 
evidence Western influence. refugee from Czecho- 
slovakia describes typical instance: 


20-year-old sailor from barge the Czechoslovak 
Elbe-Oder Steamship Company went for stroll the 
Wenceslas Square Prague. Suddenly was accosted 
man who asked him come along with him. The 
sailor replied that was not his habit with 
strangers. The man repeated his request and then 
showed his credentials. was plain clothes agent 
the Security Police. The detective rebuked the young 
sailor for wearing American clothes Prague, the of- 
fending garment being T-shirt decorated with the pic- 
ture cowboy. The detective wanted the sailor 
take off the shirt once, but finally allowed him wait 
until could replace with ordinary shirt.” 


Sociability Suppressed 


refugee who recently left Romania reports that pri- 
vate parties and social gatherings are severely restricted, 
although there law passed this matter. Frank ad- 
mission this policy would open violation the 
“People’s 


citizen generally obliged, although there 
law requiring him so, obtain permission from 
the militia for wedding party any other large gath- 
ering. granted his request, must submit list 
guests. The local Communist functionaries try keep 
minimum any sort party which would bring 
strangers together which could not easily con- 
trolled. citizen does not report party, matter 
how informal may be, liable under close 
surveillance suspicion conducting anti-State activi- 
ties. 

“Restaurants and cafes are watched carefully. cus- 
tomer spends large amount money, may find him- 
self called upon explain where the money came from. 
Attendance restaurants and bars has fallen off and 
many them have been forced close down.” 


It’s Dangerous Librarian 


refugee report from Czechoslovakia describes how 
Communist “thought control” operates practice: 


“Stephan Janda, year old librarian, was tried 
July 18, 1952 by, the penal commission the District 
National Committee Tabor because had lent 
banned books spite the order refuse such books 
borrowers. The books question were not only 
tical works, but also novels, the themes which were 
the freedom, independence and merit farmers. The 
authors several these books had been expelled from 
the Czechoslovak Authors Union late 1948, fact 
which must have been known Janda. The librarian 
was sentenced four months jail and the commission 
forbade him continue his profession librarian.” 


Fights Fizzle 


The state boxing current preoccupation the 


Bulgarian press. Sturshel (Sofia), June 20, carried this 
comment: 


“The Seventh Republican Boxing Championship, 
more precisely the first boxing marathon our country, 
was recently started. Every evening between and 
pairs boxers This enables the public 
directly their jobs the morning, because when the 

“We have lived see the fighters outnumber the fans. 
Yesterday, for example, the south, north and east 
stands the stadium, there were altogether seven people 
watching the fights. the middle the matches two 
more people came in. However, was soon discovered 
that they entered the stadium thinking there was soc- 
cer game going on. 

“Even the attending physicians who are supposed 
the ringside were present neither spiritually nor 
physically. the time some them were seen the 
chess championships. Probably, the physicians assumed 
that their presence the chess games was more impera- 
tive because chess very rough game, and bruises are 
more probable there.” 


Recently the boxing matches the referee allowed many irregu- 


larities. 


But their boxing out order! Where the referee looking? 
the RULES! 


(From Vecherni Novini [Sofia], May 30.) 
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Straw Votes? 


The following story reported circulating Budapest: 


“Two Hungarians decided try their luck abroad. 
Feher managed immigrate the United States, and 
Fekete went Moscow. Being good friends, they prom- 
ised write each other. 

“Feher wrote from Washington: ‘My dear Fekete— 
Life here the United States was not first what 
expected. suffered horribly, was constantly hungry, and 
had money. desperation hitch-hiked Wash- 
ington and settled down bench front the 
White House, took from bag bunch straw, and 
started nibble it. Immediately people began 
gather around me. The crowd attracted the attention 
the President, who came out the White House and 
made his way through the crowd me. “Mr. President,” 
said, poor displaced person. have money 
and very hungry.” The President reached into his 
pocket and took out $1000 bill, with these words: 
“Well, don’t want you discredit our country. 
have plenty everything. Here, good man, get some- 
thing decent eat.” took the money, went into busi- 
ness, and now have $50,000. Hope you are well too.’ 

“The answer came from Moscow: ‘Dear Feher—I was 
about kill myself from hunger when your letter arrived. 
went the Kremlin, sat down the steps, and started 
munch few pieces straw. one paid any 
attention but after little while, the great 
Stalin himself happened come out. saw and 
said, are you mad? Why you eat straw now? 
Why don’t you get yourself little fresh grass from the 
lawn here? Don’t you know that you have preserve 
straw for the winter? You are enemy Socialism”. 
And “take him away!” shouted the 


Free Style 


Soviet Estonia most the Communist functionaries 


evince eagerness maintain aristocratic style liv- 
with many privilges and work. Rahva Haal (Tal- 
linn), April 20, points out example one Comrade 
Kruglov, director large industrial enterprise: 


There are days when Kruglov appears the 
office the morning and then leaves for the rest the 
day. When was still deputy director, wrote 
the following note the director: came but did 
not find you here. Allow consider that have your 
permission absent for hunting trip. Today the 


News Briefs 


Field Day 


small Bulgarian village, gives the following description 
daily life his kolkhoz: 

“The Bulgarian kolkhoz member faced with two 
norms which must fulfill—the daily norm which 
measured time, ten hours the workday, and yearly 
norm measured quantity produce. This col- 
lective Individuals are organized into brigades 
subdivided into ten-man groups called zvenos. Because 
only the yearly norm which ultimately counts, 
great importance attached the daily norm, and 
usually the long workday not completed. Regulations 
specify that field work should begin a.m., but the 
workers rarely manage get off work before Since 
the trip and from the fields takes the form 
parade, zveno cannot leave before all its members have 
arrived. The leaders make the rounds the houses 
early 6:30 a.m. try assemble their men start- 
ing time. 

“On the way the fields, kolkhoz members are 
supposed sing Communist songs and carry banners. 
small village difficult serious about this; every- 
body knows everybody else, and there are people 
impress with the ‘rejoicing’ kolkhoz workers. Singing 
and slogan bearing the morning have virtually ceased 
practice; instead, workers munch their breakfasts 
the way work. The military marching order, once 
obligatory the mornings, longer followed. The 
evening ceremony, however, still strictly observed. 
the end the day, the leader charge the field 
brigade computes the quantity work performed 
each zveno. The zveno which has done the most work 
receives red flag, which carries back the village 
the head the returning brigade, with the other zvenos 
following behind the order their day’s achievement. 
Before starting the parade, the companies gather the 
courtyard the kolkhoz while the name the day’s vic- 
torious zveno written the notice board, large 


wooden plank painted red and black. The victorious 
group’s name written the red side, while the group 
with the lowest record listed the black side. The 
next morning the flag returned the field the pre- 
vious day’s winner, and hoisted tree. 

“In 1951, the administration announced that the zveno 
which had won the largest number daily competitions 
during the year would awarded 5,000 levas, and the 
best brigade would receive 10,000 levas. These awards 
were never given out.” 


opening the hunting season.’ Reduction Paper 

“Some time before his birthday Comrade Kruglov 
summoned the head the planning section his office 
and informed her his birthday March 
All employees were contacted and asked contribute 


Czechoslovakia special permits are issued admitting 
children under the movies reduced rates; how- 
ever, the benefits are not equal the labor applying for 


rubles for the birthday present. the the passes, according least one parent quoted 
morning March 18, Kruglov’s office was filled with Prace (Prague), July 24: 

flowers, cake, liquor and many other articles. few days “This year our children brought home some sort 
Kruglov issued order dismissing from his office crossword puzzle full columns and questions. Photo- 

workers who had refused contribute his birth- graphs were required and ten-year-old daughter had 

fund.” submit ‘proof’ that she actually still child! The 
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managers the State theaters have, doubt, the best 
intentions allowing children lower admission prices, 
but the expense obtaining the identity cards exceeds 
what save the reduced prices. What harm could 
done the theaters, now half empty because the 
warm weather, simply admitted few children lower 
prices without all these papers? the SVIT Na- 
tional Enterprise save every bit raw material like 
Soviet Stakhanovites, and here see much paper 
used for cause which really not very important.” 


Pragmatic Press 


Foliowing are the news stories the Olympic results 


icans came, told them was wonderful that they were 
here. When the Russians came, also told them how 
glad was that they had come.’ 

other words,’ said the American, ‘you make 
distinction between and the Communists?’ 


“The old tailor smiled and said, ‘Oh, yes, there 
difference. You see, would never tell the Communists 
that said the same thing them said the 


Wired Playgrounds 


Rusty barbed wire fencing one the less desirable 


features the people’s playgrounds, according the Sofia 
newspaper Vecherni Novini, July 11. letter the 
editor, reader complains: 


from two Communist newspapers opposite sides the 
Iron Curtain: 


“Rude Pravo August announced: ‘In the 
final classification nations the Olympic Games, the 
USSR first, the USA second, Hungary third and 
Czechoslovakia tenth. Soviet sportsmen have been en- 
tirely successful the Olympics. The USSR athletes 
took the lead the first days the series, and retained 
first place until the very end.’ Simultaneously, August 
the London Daily Worker reported: ‘On the basis 
the unofficial point tabulation, the United States has won 
the Fifteenth Olympiad 611 Russia’s Hun- 
gary was third.” 


Freedom Not the Air 


Airplane travel Bulgaria slow and tedious, accord- 
ing report describing the elaborate screening and proc- 
essing passengers: 


“In Bulgaria, there airline service all large cities, 
but characterized complicated ritual. plane 
trip from Sofia Plovdiv—a distance 100 miles—takes 
three hours, which the same amount time necessary 
make the trip automobile. Two hours before 
flight all passengers must the terminal, from which 
they are taken bus the airport. There, all docu- 
ments and luggage are carefully examined the security 
police. All passengers are searched for concealed wea- 
pons. Once the plane, the passengers are under con- 
stant watch police official who sits the rear 
the plane next the door. Very few people fly today, 
not only because the expense but because one 
wants through routine which ordinarily toler- 
ated only international travel.” 


Fine Point 


The following anecdote reported circulating Cen- 
tral Europe: 


“In small border town, American ran into 
friend, old Czechoslovak tailor had known dur- 
ing the war. 

are still alive?’ exclaimed the surprised Amer- 
ican. ‘How did you manage 


simple,’ replied the old man. the Amer- 


large number children Sofia spend the days 
the city parks where they play freedom, undis- 
turbed the dangers streetcars, trucks and automo- 
biles. However, most the parks, the lawns and 
flower gardens are fenced with barbed wire which 
some places cannot seen. Thus, July child 
hurt his foot, and late the evening had call for 
medical help, particularly since the wire was rusty. 


“The parks Boulevard Praga, Boulevard Eftimii, 
next the Monument,’ the public squares 
along the Boulevard Tolbouchin, and some the lanes 
‘Freedom Park’ are fenced with barbed wire.” 


The Mistreated Plesiosaurus 


Latvia’s Radio Riga, July 20, announced the discovery 
valuable animal skeleton, and criticized the methods 
employed its excavation the hands young Russian 
student zoology: 


“Nikolaj Gaidaj reported the Uralska District Mu- 
seum and Leningrad Zoological Institute the discovery 
some centuries-old remains plesiosaurus [lizard] 
from the Jura Period. The Kazachistan Zoological Insti- 
tute was notified the Museum and sent fourth-year 
student, Gumarov, the site the discovery. Guma- 
methods were His difficulties started 
with the head, which was covered with large amounts 
sandstone. Gumarov first chopped the head the 
plesiosaurus into pieces and then smashed each piece 
against hard rocks remove the sandstone. The ribs 
were too large and some bones too long fit into his 
truck. These were broken pieces and placed the 
truck. 


“Local residents watching the procedure advised 
Gumarov not give the bones ‘such rough treatment 
because their great age.’ 


know proceed,’ replied Gumarov, come 
from the Institute.’ two hours the work was com- 
pleted. The local museum director was left note say- 
ing that Gumarov had excavated complete skeleton. 
The skeleton was sent Alma-Ata, but many remains 
the ‘remains’ were left behind.” 
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Research Projects Eastern Europe 


Prepared the National Committee for Free Europe 


The studies listed below have recently been completed members the Research and Publi- 
cations Service and the Mid-European Studies Center. They are available limited quantities, and 
may obtained writing News From THE National Committee for 
Free Europe, 110 West 57th Street, New York 19, New York. 


Penal Law and Justice the Communist Regime Romania, (Research and Publications 
Service, July, 1952) pages. What has happened law concepts and the legal profession the 
countries behind the Iron Curtain? With Romania example, this study exemplifies one point 
—the aims legal justice Communist society become almost wholly subservient the political 
needs the Party. addition, even the corruption the traditional law system has been legal- 
ized Romania such decree No. 187 (April 1949), which commands punishment for those 
whose actions “affect the economic, social political structure Romania and disturb the reign 
law established the people.” evident from this report that lawyers Romania today 
“perform only formal duty the pursuit formal justice, which applies laws only pre- 


serve the abuses the government.” The facts presented confirm the knowledge Communist 
degradation legal principles. Price cents. 


Selected Works Polish Agrarian History and Agriculture, (Mid-European Studies Center, 
1952) pages, pamphlet. This bibliography fairly complete compilation titles the sub- 
ject Polish agrarian history. These studies are divided into three groups: from the beginning 
the Polish State the middle the 19th century, the period which free and united Poland came 
into being, and finally, the era independence, 1918-1939. general discussion the books 


found the beginning each section and evaluation their contribution this special- 
ized field Polish history. Price cents. 


Curricula Hungarian Schools, (Research and Publications Service, July, 1952) pages. The 
indoctrination young minds has always been Communist purpose. This brief report summar- 
izes the changes curricula which the Communists have arranged for their schools Hungary. 
Prior 1945, children from years were educated under traditional system which balanced 
courses history, science, and religion with studies the Hungarian language. With the Com- 
munist era, the emphasis education has been almost exclusively learning the technical sciences, 
addition the Russian language, and incorporating Marxist-Leninist ideas other parts the 
curriculum. Using official Communist statistics, the report analyzes the new courses which have been 
introduced Hungarian schools since 1945. Price cents. 


The Organization and Strategy the Hungarian Workers’ (Communist) Party, (Research 
and Publications Service, July, 1952) pages. Beginning with the forced merger the Social 
Democrats with the Communist Party 1948, this study analyzes all the techniques and intrigues 
the Hungarian Workers’ Party. The admission members, the methods control, vigilance, 
self-criticism, are all described from Party data. Perhaps most interesting are the ways and means 
relaying Party policies organized institutions “transmission which convey immediate 
directives from the Party leaders. Other topics, such mass organizations, the Party press, and 
indoctrination programs, are all discussed levers Party control. chapter the relationship 
between the Party and the State supplemented current list members the Hungarian 
Presidium, Council Ministers, and other high State agencies. Price cents. 


The Czechoslovak Cabinet Indicator Political Developments, (Research and Publica- 
tions Service, August, 1952) pages. any time, governmental cabinet will reflect the domi- 
nant power situations within the political structure country, and Czechoslovakia after 1945 
case point. other captive countries, the Communist Party gained control partially 
exploiting the disunity its political opponents. This study shows how one third the first Cab- 
inet 1945 was composed Communists and how the members this numerical minority took 
steps provoke the crisis which would eventually result their complete domination the govern- 
ment. Two further points are special interest. First, the Cabinet was reorganized after the Com- 
munist coup that its official positions corresponded the Soviet system. Second, the constant 
recurrence high-level purges, which continue threaten gravely the personal security every 
member, never seem disrupt the political coherence the Cabinet. list the Czechoslovak 
Cabinet members August 1952, included. Price cents. 
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